





AMERICAN 


DRUGGIST 


and PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD 








NEW YORK anpd CHICAGO, SEPTEMBER 4g, 


1901. 








Is8UED SEMI-MONTHLY BY 
AMERICAN 
62-68 West Broapway, New York. 
Telephone, 4470 Cortlandt. Cable address: ‘‘ Amdruggist, New York,‘ ABC code. 


A. R. ELLIOTT, President. 
CASWELL A. MAYO, PH.G.......cececesescecetecececess Editor. 
THOMAS J. KEENAN, Lic. Phar,,...........Associate Editor. 


Chicago Office, 221 Randolph Street. 
ROMAINE PIERSON.,....,scceccecessoccscccevcccccceces Manager, 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE: 


Paid in advance direct to this Offfce.......cccccsseeccesees $1.50 
Foreign CountrieS..........s-sseccssssvccccccsscccccccccccces 200 


Subscriptions may begin at any time. 


ADVERTISING RATES QUOTED ON APPLICATION. 


THE AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL REcoRD is issued on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month. Changes of advertisements 
should be received ten days in advance of the date of publication. 

Remittances should be made by New York exchange, post office or express 
money order or registered mail. If checks on local banks are used 10 cents 
should be added to cover cost of collection. The publishers are not respon 
sible for money sent by unregistered mail, nor for any money paid except to 
duly authorized agents. All communications should be addressed and all 
remittances made payable to American Druggist Publishing Co., 62-68 West 
Broadway, New York. 








TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


EDITORIALS il hai dali cites cdianinageele 


POP em enemecsesescetes 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS : 


The Pharmacist and the Law, by J. H. Beal, 8..............-0e:e002+, 187 
Can the Formulas for the Preparations of Senna of the United 
States Pharmacopcia be Improved Upon, by G. H. Chas. Klie, oie 


DrvuaeGists’ CouRSE IN OPTICS: 
Advantages of the Dioptric System. 


DEPARTMENT OF STORE MANAGEMENT : 
The Arrangement, Storage and Display of the Stock....... 


PHARMACEUTICAL Procress, NEw REMEDIES, ETc. : 


Disinfectant Compounds... .. 2.0. .seesee ce eeee cence es caer steeee seers 
Triferrin, Nioform, een er The Bitter Principle of Grape Fruit, 
The Glucoside of Ononis Spinosa, Lactanine, Lolusine, Santalenic 


Acid, Paraform, Solveol, Giy ceroarseniates..........0+0++ 


Cream OF CURRENT LITERATURE : 


Cinchonine : Its Therapeutic, Chemical and Economic Significance, 
The Action of Aluminum Upon ( crrosive Sublimate and Upon Sa- 
line Solutions in Generai, Purified Honey. Indicators sn Saturation- 
Analysis, Formalin-Sulphuric Acid as a Reagent for Alkaloids, 


The Determination of Sulphuric Acid in Drinking Water, The Amount 
of Hydrastin in the Root of Hydrastis, The Pharmaceutical School 
in Paris, On the Determination of Cocaine, Artificial Silk, Two 
Years’ Analytical #xperience of the Poor Law Drug Supply (Ire- 
land), The Hamamelins of Commerce..........- 

A Drug Clerk’s Talk With His Fellow Clerks, How to Make a Drug 


Pay, The Story of the Papaw, A Rapid )ethod for Deter- 
catnieg the Value of Chromic Acid and the Soluble Chromates 


Peet meee cere ee POOR EHs ease serteseseseseseatee® 


For Heartburn,....+..seeeeses 


Society REPORTS ; 
Caries Of the Teeth .........cecees se eeerecerece oweieee ane cas take ny ewe 


QuERIES AND ANSWERS: 
ffervescent Preparations, Silver Polishing Cream, Var- 
Greene Diver and Polisher. To Decolorize Elixir of Three Phos- 
hates, White Tooth Powder and Paste, Elixirs of Lactated 
e' ee 


sees 
io eeeereesee Seen tere ceeeress 


BUSINESS BUILDING ...0 ..-+-0-ee08 Wovesenaues 4% 


PHARMACY LAWS AND THEIR APPLICATION. 


HE relation of the law to pharmacy is one which is 
T very generally misunderstood, both by pharmacists 
themselves and by the public. As to the legislators they 
probably are fully as ignorant of the true and proper re- 
lation between pharmacists and the laws which govern 
their calling as is the public at large. This misunder- 
standing primarily arises from the fact that while in the- 
ory laws governing the practice of pharmacy are de- 
signed for the protection of the public, they are, in fact, to 
a very considerable extent, introduced by pharmacists for 
the protection of qualified pharmacists from the unfair 
competition and illegitimate methods practiced by men 
who have not the proper mental qualifications and tech- 
nical training for the proper discharge of the very serious 
tasks which fall to the lot of the pharmacist. 

As pointed out in the admirable article by Professor 
Beal which appears in another column, the proper ap- 
plication of the well considered pharmacy law results in 
good both to the pharmacist and the public, and those 
pharmacists who, losing sight of the general obligation 
under which they lie to conduct their business in con- 
formity with the legal regulations provided, by employing 
unqualified assistants not only trangress the law, but 
commit a grave error from a purely commercial stand- 
point. 

The essential difference in the relations which exist 
between the public and the “pharmacist, and those which 
exist between the public and any other class of dealers in 
merchandise is in the personal and confidential nature of 
the service rendered by the pharmacist. Other things be- 
ing equal the success of the druggist depends principally 
upon the degree of confidence which the public has in his 
knowledge, skill and trustworthiness. The most valuable 
asset, therefore, that a druggist can have is the confidence 
of the public, and anything which he may do, or allow 
to be done, which will tend to destroy or weaken this con- 
fidence, is seriously detrimental to his best interests. 


When the customer sees an inexperienced stripling 
performing duties which he had been taught to believe re- 
quire the exercise of great care, skill and knowledge, he 
either distrusts the pharmacist who permits this evasion of 
the law, or he concludes that all the statements which 
have been made concerning the degree of technical skill 
required of pharmacists are false and have been made 
from interested motives. The result in either case is 
highly prejudicial both to the particular pharmacy and 
to all pharmacies in general. 

No portion of the pharmacy law probably causes so 
much annoyance to the pharmacist and to his customers 
as does that which requires the registration of poisons; 
but, on the other hand, probably no portion of the law is 
of so great impotance as a protection to the pharmacist, 
for where a damage suit arises through the use of any 












AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 





136 


poison, if the druggist can prove that he has complied 
with the provisions of the poison law, he is almost sure to 
be acquitted from any blame; but, should he not be able 
to prove this, he will very likely be forced to pay damages 
which may wipe out the savings of a life time. 


THE [’CREASING USE OF EXPENSIVE DRUGS. 








ITH the decreasing use of the old-fashioned galeni- 
W cals and botanic drugs, there has been of recent 
years a marked growth in the consumption of the more 
expensive official and non-official preparations. In a re- 
cent editorial article we gave a concrete example illustrat- 
ing in a striking manner the difference between a prescrip- 
tion dated 1847 and one bearing the date of the present 
year. To-day we shall consider the effects of this tend- 
ency upon the material interests of the public and of the 
pharmacist. 

In the first place, the modern pharmacist can relegate 
to his upper shelves a large number of simples, galenicals, 
herbs and drugs that are but rarely called for nowadays, 
and then usually by the public, not by physicians in their 
prescriptions. On the other hand; the modern prescrip- 
tion department must be well stocked with, or ready to 
prepare, a host of the “elegant” pharmaceuticals, and 
above all must contain a vast assortment of the innumer- 
able products that are conveniently, but often incorrectly, 
styled synthetics. The cost of such a stock, if at all ap- 
proaching completeness, is considerably above that of the 
old-fashioned prescription department, for these newer 
remedies are almost all expensive. 

Examined for a moment from the viewpoint of the 
public, this state of affairs involves a larger expenditure 
for medicaments than formerly, though to a certain ex- 
tent this increase is balanced by the fact that, as a whole, 
fewer prescriptions are written in proportion to the num- 
ber of sick people to-day, simply because the physical 
methods of treatment play such a prominent role in the 
cure of disease, and because polypharmacy is now a mere 
tradition of the past. Speaking of the expensiveness of 
modern medicaments from the point of view of the con- 
sumer, it is interesting to note some statistics recently 
published by M. de la Varenne in La Presse Médicale 
concerning the consumption of drugs in the Paris hos- 
pitals. The central administration of the public hospitals 
of Paris has issued a circular in which the members of the 
medical staffs of these institutions are requested “ so far 
as possible to prescribe less expensive substances.” This 
circular is the result of an investigation conducted by a 
commission appointed for the purpose of ascertaining the 
causes of the enormous increase in the budget of the cen- 

tral pharmacy of the hospitals. 

It appears that for twelve years there has been an 
astonishing increase in the use of codeine in the 

Paris hospitals, while the price of this alkaloid 
has risen from 400 to 700 francs per kilogramme. 
The city now pays about 300,000 francs for codeine alone 
annually, chiefly because a preparation called “ julep tolu- 
codéine ” is so frequently prescribed. We fancy our read- 
ers would rather be excused from paying the bill for rum 
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for the hospitals of the capital of France, for it amounts 
to 135,000 francs annually. Spirit of camphor is repre- 
sented in the Paris budget by 50,000 francs, and alcohol 
for the necessary pharmaceutical processes requires the 
respectable sum of 250,000 francs annually. The same 
circular provides that certain still more expensive sub- 
stances shall not be dispensed in the hospitals without the 
written order of the physician-in-chief of the service. In 
this group are remedies which are frequently used, and 
whose cost in our currency ranges from one to seven doi- 
lars a grain. Such are, for example, musk, which is 
worth 3,000 francs per kilogramme ; the salts of gold and 
of platinum, 5,000 francs; homatropine, 20,000 francs; 
crystalline digitaline, 30,000 francs, and ergotinine, the 
most expensive of all, 35,000 francs per kilogramme! 

In view of the daily addition to the list of the newer 
drugs and chemicals, it is a physical as well as financial 
impossibility for the retail druggist to have a complete 
stock of these substances ready for dispensing when 
called upon by physicians. Therefore it happens very 
frequently that, in order to sustain the reputation that he 
“keeps everything,” the pharmacist buys an original 
package of one or another of the expensive synthetics or 
alkaloids, in order to fill a single prescription, and as there 
is nothing more evanescent, no, not even Gloria Mundi, 
than the demand for some of the newer remedies, the 
druggist is often obliged to keep the unused material 


standing on his shelf for ever and aye. 

Add to this the keen competition in the prices of pre- 
scriptions, especially by the department store pharmacies, 
and the fact that fewer and fewer of the “ old-fashioned ” 
pills and potions that have been the chief source of profit 
to the pharmacist of olden day are prescribed, and the 
conclusion is inevitable that the prescription trade is a 
business which now pays less than ever for the investment 
of brains and money which it involves. 
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WING to a change in the schedules of the railroads 
since the prelimingry announcement was issued bythe 

local member of the Transportation Committee, the spe- 
cial party from New York and vicinity will leave Barclay 
street ferry at nine o’clock on Sunday morning, Septem- 
ber 15, arriving in St. Louis on Monday afternoon at two, 
one hour before the time set for the first general session. 
The fare from New York is $21.25, and, in purchasing 
tickets, an association certificate should be secured. On 
arriving in St. Louis this certificate should be turned 
over at once to the local secretary, Dr. H. M. Whelpley, 
who will visé and return it, when a return ticket can be 
bought for one-third the fare paid going. Sleeper ac- 
commodations should be secured in advance, the price for 
a berth from New York to St. Louis being $6.00. Res- 
ervations will be made by the New York member of the 
Transportation Committee, Caswell A. Mayo, 66 West 
Broadway, City, who would like to hear from all who 
contemplate going as promptly as possible. Great inter- 
est is being manifested in the meeting, and the committee 
which has in charge the new exhibit feature state that this 
feature of the convention will prove most valuable and 
suggestive. 
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THE PHARMACIST AND THE LAW. 
By J. H. Beat, Scio, O. 


THE ORIGIN AND PURPOSE OF THE PHARMACY LAWS. 


HE pharmacy laws of the United States are of com- 
paratively recent creation, all of those at present in 
force dating since the year 1869. 

For some reason not very clear, unless because of the 
large number of new drug stores established during that 
time, the period between 1865 and 1870 was characterized 
by a number of fatal or serious accidents chargeable to, 
or which were at least by common consent charged to, 
the neglect or ignorance of druggists. So frequent were 
these occurrences and so caustic were the criticisms of 
the newspapers that a number of bills intended to regu- 
late the practice of pharmacy made their appearance in 
the legislatures of the vatious States. The druggists of 
the period were at first generally antagonistic to the pro- 
posed measures, but as the agitation continued the wiser 
and more farsighted members of the profession, seeing 
the inevitable drift of events and preferring to live under 
measures of their own approval rather than under those 
prepared without their aid, began themselves to take 
an active part in the preparation and advocacy of such 
laws. Thus the pharmacist, making a virtue of his neces- 
sity, became the champion of measures designed to re- 
strict him in the exercise of his own profession for the 
public benefit. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the pharmacy laws 
have thus derived their main support from the druggists, 
they had no other argument for their original enactment 
and have no other excuse for their existence than the 
necessity of protecting society against the ignorance and 
mistakes of incompetent men, or to restrain the careless- 
ness and intentional wrongdoing of those who may be 
competent. Their primary and their final reason is the 
public good. So far as the druggist himself is concerned, 
they are restrictive and not protective. 

The legal regulation of the practice of pharmacy has 
now become so firmly established as a part of public policy 
that it would be foolish to doubt its continued existence, 
and the efforts of pharmacists in the future should be 
given to bringing about the improvement and correction 
of the pharmacy laws, and not to hopeless endeavors to 
procure their repeal. 


THE DEFECTS OF THE PRESENT LAWS. 


As we have seen, the purpose of the pharmacy law is 
to protect the public, not the pharmacist. This suggests 
the question, Is the law of any benefit whatever to the 
pharmacist? The answer depends upon the character 
of the law and the manner of its enforcement. If the 
law is a good one and properly enforced, it not only pro- 
tects the public against ignorant and incompetent men, 
but by excluding the latter from business thereby lessens 
the competition to which the qualified pharmacist is sub- 
jected. 

If the law is a poor one, or poorly enforced, it does 
neither of these things, and is a positive detriment to all 
parties. By affording a seeming protection to the public 
it silences the demands for such legislation and thus 
stands in the way of better enactments, while the legiti- 
mate pharmacist who voluntarily observes its provisions 
is unable to compete with the unscrupulous ones who 
ignore its provisions and thus escape its burdens. In this 
respect it is like a loosely enforced tariff, where the ad- 
vantage is all on the side of the smuggler, who, by his 
contraband operations, is able to undersell the honest im- 


1 Read before the Western Pennsylvania Retail Drug Association and con- 
tributed by the author for publication in the Ammrican Drvuaaisrt. 


porter who brings his goods through the custom house 
and pays the duty which the Government demands. 

That the present pharmacy statutes have fallen far 
short of accomplishing all that they ought to and can be 
made to accomplish must be admitted by all who have 
carefully studied the subject. 

Among the more important reasons for this are the 
following : 

(1). At the time of the enactment of the laws 
the drug business was admittedly overrun with men 
entirely unqualified to practice pharmacy, yet per- 
mitted to register and remain in business on an equal- 
ity and in competition with those who were qualified. 
This recognition of the unfit was a necessary evil, 
for without this concession the laws could not have 
been passed. 

(2). The subject of pharmacy legislation being 
new to pharmacist and law maker alike, the first en- 
actments were in the nature of experiments, some of 
them so crude and imperfect as to be absolutely in- 
capable of enforcement, and ready to fall to pieces 
with the first fire of judicial criticism. 

(3). The laws were not rigid enough in their re- 
quirements for the admission of new men, or the 
boards were too liberal in their interpretation of the 
requirements for admission, and when an occasional 
board did make an attempt to raise the standard it 
was met by a chorus of protests from the druggists 
already in business, who of all men should have been 
most anxious to prevent the inrush of men into an 
already overcrowded profession. 

(4). Because of the inefficiency of the laws, the 
lack of funds with which to prosecute violations, the 
timidity, and, in some cases, the inefficiency of boards 
of pharmacy, the laws in many cases have been al- 
lowed to remain dead letters. 

It must not be understood from the foregoing criti- 
cism that no good word can be said for the pharmacy 
laws. On the contrary, in spite of the defects and the 
difficulties which have attended their enforcement, they 
have been immensely beneficial. The deficiencies which 
have been pointed out could hardly have been avoided 
and are properly regarded as necessary steps in the evolu- 
tion of a system of jurisprudence dealing with a new sub- 
ject matter. 

THE REMEDIES. 


The remedies, if not easily applied, are at least easily 
pointed out. 

First—Such amendments of the laws, in accordance 
with the knowledge gained from experience, as will make 
them a really efficient means of excluding the unqualified. 

Second.—The better education, both of the public and 
of the pharmacist, as to the nature and purpose of the 
—" in order that the proper amendments may be asked 

or. 

Third.—A rigid enforcement of the laws, after their 
amendment, so that the competent and law abiding phar- 
macist will not be compelled to compete in business with 
a horde of unqualified men who are willing to prostitute 
an honorable calling for the sake of personal gain, with- 
out regard to the effect which their actions may have 
upon their fellow craftsmen. 

THE STATE ASSOCIATION SHOULD PROPOSE AMENDMENTS. 

In attempting to secure the amendment of the laws 
we must be sure that the changes proposed are proper 
changes, and that their enactment will prove beneficial. 
Every year the legislatures are filled with half digested 
measures of various kinds, many of them but little, if 
any, better, and some of them positively worse than the 
laws they are designed to amend. 
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The more the writer studies the subject the more thor- 
oughly he is convinced that the initiative in the securing 
of pharmacy legislation should be taken by the State 
Pharmaceutical Association. Only in this way can we 
limit the introduction of all sorts of measures by irre- 
sponsible persons who have a penchant for law making, 
and thus keep the pharmaceutical interest in a turmoil 
from the time the legislature meets until it adjourns. 

It is true that many of the measures thus introduced 
are meritorious, but not having been first presented to 
the pharmacists of the State for discussion and approval 
there is so much difference of opinion developed at legis- 
lative hearings that legislators are frequently led to re- 
mark with disgust that the druggists do not know what 
they want. 

The best way to discourage the frequent introduction 
and occasional passage of freak pharmacy bills is to have 
it generally understood by pharmacists that they will 
oppose all legislation which does not have the indorse- 
ment of the State association. Those who have new ideas 
to exploit should bring them to the annual meeting, where 
they can be thoroughly discussed and the chaff sifted 
from the wheat. If the ideas thus presented do not have 
sufficient vitality to withstand the sifting process, neither 
the public nor the profession will suffer greatly by their 
non-appearance in the legislature, while if they have any 
kernels of good in them these will surely be extracted 
and will be all the better for the gauntlet of criticism 
which they have undergone. 

This plan presupposes the devotion of much more at- 
tention by the State association to the subject of legisla- 
tion than heretofore. Instead of postponing the subject 
to the end of the session, or pushing it into a corner of 
the annual programme as is customary, it will be neces- 
sary to devote at least the whole of one session to the 
subject. Certainly there is no other matter more deserv- 
ing of the attention of the State association, or one upon 
which they can more profitably spend their time, than 
that of pharmacy legislation. 

Presuming the pharmacy laws to have been properly 
amended, the next question which presents itself is their 
proper enforcement, for without enforcement the best of 
laws are useless. 

The Americans are the most remarkable people in the 
world for the passing of laws, and the least remarkable 
for enforcing them. To judge from our actions, we be- 
lieve that when we have discovered an evil and have per- 
suaded the legislature to adopt a verbose declaration 
against it with plenty of pains and penalties attached, we 
have done all that is necessary, and that we have only to 
sit down and see the millennium come in like the old 
fashioned circus procession. 


THE ARGUMENT OF EGOISM. 


If the world was founded upon an altruistic basis, and 
altruism were the mainspring of human action, laws 
would be self enforcing, since each member of the com- 
munity would be willing to sacrifice his personal interest 
to serve the general good. Unfortunately egoism and not 
altruism is the philosophy which dominates modern so- 
ciety. The hard strife of the struggle for existence 
prompts men to ask themselves the question, not how 
shall I direct my efforts so as to contribute most to the 
benefit of the whole community, but, rather, how can I 
compel the community to contribute most to my individual 
ease and profit? Why should I practice the charity of 
communism when the piracy of individualism is both 
profitable and respectable? If the law imposes duties 
which are onerous, why should I not evade them if I can? 
Or, in other words, is there any other argument than the 
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altruistic one, or that of my social and civic obligations, 
to restrain me from violating the law, whenever and 
wherever I am able to do so without danger of detection 
and punishment? 

Pinched by the pressure of overcompetition and finan- 
cial necessity, the pharmacist frequently applies the ego- 
istic argument to his own pursuit in this manner: An 
unregistered and unqualified clerk will cost less than a 
qualified one ; why should I not save the difference? It is 
troublesome and requires time to label poisons and regis- 
ter their sale as required by the statute; why should I not 
quietly ignore these provisions? Inferior and adulter- 
ated drugs cost less than choice articles of the same kind, 
and my customers will never know the difference; why 
should I not use them? Or why should I hesitate to sell 
liquors, narcotics, and drugs and articles for immoral 
and illegal purposes, and thus add materially to my 
profits, if I can do so without detection? 

One purpose of this paper is to show that, independent 
of moral and legal obligations, there are other and cogent 
reasons why we should obey the pharmacy laws, and 
that self interest coincides with duty in demanding that 
we should strictly observe the provisions of the law our- 
selves and insist upon its observance by others. 


PERSONAL NATURE OF THE SERVICE WHICH THE PHARMA- 
CIST RENDERS THE PUBLIC. 


A feature of the pharmacist’s calling which should 
never be lost sight of is the personal nature of the service 
which he renders his patrons. 

The business of pharmacy differs mainly from other 
species of retail business in this, that its commodities are 
bought almost wholly upon the faith of the purchaser in 
the integrity and competence of the druggist, while ordi- 
nary articles of merchandise, as food and clothing, are 
bought mainly upon the faith of the purchaser in his own 
judgment and ability to distinguish the good from the bad 
and the dear from the cheap. This confidence in the good 
faith, skill and knowledge of the druggist is the founda- 
tion of the drug business. To destroy it is to destroy 
the sole excuse for the pharmacist’s existence, and re- 
moves the only reason why the business of dealing in 
drugs should be separated from the dealing in general 
merchandise, or for excluding the dealer in the latter 
from handling all the articles of the materia medica. 
Other things being equal, that druggist in any commu- 
nity, large or small, who succeeds in creating the largest 
following of those who believe in the superiority of his 
skill and integrity over the same qualities of his com- 
petitors will have the most profitable business. The good 
opinion of the community is the druggist’s most precious 
possession ; it should be assiduously cultivated and jeal- 
ously preserved, both by the individual pharmacist and by 
the profession at large. : 


THE IMPOLICY OF EMPLOYING UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 


If the preceding conclusions be correct, and we chal- 
lenge any one to prove to the contrary, then the pharma- 
cist can make no greater business mistake than to pursue 
a policy which will lessen the confidence of the public in 
himself or in his calling, and no policy will more cer- 
tainly or more quickly destroy this confidence than the 
habit of employing unqualified and inexperienced boys as 
assistants and permitting them to discharge the functions 
of qualified men, to compound prescriptions, and dispense 
drugs and poisons to all comers. 

That collective entity or organization which we call 
the public, while it does many foolish things, and in many 
respects is easily humbugged, is for these reasons all the 
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more suspicious and the more likely to mistrust those 
who serve it. 

If the only reason we can allege for the pharmacy law 
is the necessity of keeping the sale of drugs out of the 
hands of the uneducated and unqualified, then by whatline 
of argument can we justify ourselves if we permit behind 
our counters the very sort of men the law is designed to 
exclude? 

Surely there is no virtue in the name drug store that 
can make a competent man out of an incompetent one, 
nor any magic in the colored globes in the show window 
that will make a druggist out of one who would not be 
considered a druggist if he were behind a grocer’s coun- 
ter. 

When a patron sees exercising the responsible part 
of an assistant a youngster whom he knew only a few 
months-ago as a grammar school pupil, or as boy of all 
work about a grocery store, his conclusions therefrom 
must be detrimental either to the reputation of pharmacy 
in general or to that of the clerk’s employer in particular. 
Either he must conclude that if the art and mystery of 
pharmacy is so simple that any mere stripling can acquire 
a competent knowledge therof in a few months, it must 
also be simple enough for the grocer’s clerk to under- 
stand, or else he must decide that the employer of such 
a clerk is a very negligent person, and that it would be 
wise to transfer his patronage to some more careful drug- 
gist. 

THE LABELING AND REGISTRATION OF POISONS. 


The same arguments apply .with equal force against 
the careless and indiscriminate sale of poisons without 
labeling and registering them, as required by law. 

The laws of most States provide that where danger- 
ously poisonous substances are sold the vendor shall 
record the name and address of the purchaser, the name 
and quantity of the article supplied, and the purpose for 
which it is to be used. These are necessary and proper 
provisions, and there can be no good reason alleged why 
they should not be carried out in letter and in spirit. 

Knowledge of the fact that the record will enable such 
articles 'to be traced to the purchaser has deterred many 
from criminal attempts upon the lives of others, as is 
shown by thenaterial decrease in the number of criminal 
uses of poison since the general enactment of these pro- 
visions. 

Not only is the strict observance of the poison laws 
a matter of such great public interest as to justify the 
State in visiting severe penalties upon those who wilfully 
or carelessly disregard them, but their observance is a 
matter of great private interest as well. 

Few things can be more hurtful to the drug business 
at large than a popular impression that the sale of poisons 
and active drugs does not call for any special knowledge 
or precautions. Such an impression is already too preva- 
lent, and to its existence can be traced the loss to the drug- 
gist of the sale of many substances which are now com- 
mon articles of merchandise, but which with a proper 
education of popular opinion would be restricted solely 
to the drug store. 

Originally the pharmacist was the only member of the 
community who dealt in poisons, but as neither the phar- 
macist nor the law made any effort to convince the public 
of the fitness of this order of things, the sale of many such 
substances gradually drifted into the hands of grocerymen 
and others who now sell in the aggregate an enormous 
amount of dangerous and potent physiological agents. 
The sooner the public can be educated back into its former 
belief the better will it be for both public and pharmacist. 
The most powerful means in the hands of the pharmacist 
for converting the public to this opinion is by observing 
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all the niceties of the law and of ethics in the labeling and 
registering of poisons. 

The pharmacist who observes strictly the rules regu- 
lating the sale of poisons strengthens himself in various 
ways: 

He convinces the customer that he is a careful, com- 
petent and conscientious pharmacist, who may safely be 
intrusted with the delicate and responsible functions of 
compounding and dispensing drugs and medicines. 

He calls the attention of his patrons to the fact that 
the sale of poisons is such an important function that only 
specially trained men should be permitted to discharge it. 

He puts the pharmacy board in position to demand 
that the law concerning labeling and registering should 
be observed in the sale of poisons by grocers and dealers 
in general merchandise, and these, if compelled to label 
and register the sale of the potent substances which they 
handle, will soon cease to carry such agents in stock, so 
that the druggist will once more come into his own. 

The reason sometimes given by pharmacists for not 
registering the sale of poisons—viz., that customers re- 
sent the asking of questions necessary to complete the 
record—in the writer’s experience has but little weight. 
The druggist must be lacking greatly in discretion if he 
cannot obtain the necessary information without offend- 
ing the customer. A simple statement that the law re- 
quires the record is usually all that is necessary, and if 
the poison is wanted for a legitimate purpose the cus- 
tomer, if a desirable one, will rarely offer any objection, 
and will leave the store with increased respect for the 
druggist and his profession. 

Another and very important reason why the druggist 
should observe all the regulations concerning the labeling 
of poisons and the registration of their sale is that it has 
an important bearing in fixing his responsibility in case 
of an accident. In all suits growing out of accidents 
caused by poisoning the question whether or not the 
pharmacist complied with the label and registration laws 
is a vital point. If he can prove that he has complied 
with these provisions he is almost sure to successfully 
defend his suit, while if he has omitted to comply with 
the law he is almost equally certain to meet with defeat. 
It is true that a pharmacist may do business for years 
without having to defend a suit for damages, and then he 
may have a single suit which, if decided adversely, may 
sweep away at once the earnings of a lifetime. The faith- 
ful observance of the poison law is in the nature of an 
insurance against such a disaster. 


THE SALE OF NARCOTICS AND ARTICLES INTENDED FOR 
IMMORAL AND ILLEGAL PURPOSES. 


The same line of argument applies to the illegal sale 
of liquors and of narcotics, and articles intended for im- 
moral or illegal purposes. The sale of such articles when 
not in contravention of law is perfectly reasonable and 
legitimate, and no one but a fanatic can object to it. It is 
only the illegitimate and unreasonable sale of such ar- 
ticles that is reprehensible, and not only reprehensible in 
a moral and legal sense, but detrimental in the highest 
degree to the reputation of the profession as a whole. 

To the honor of the craft it may be said that this por- 
tion of the drug business is not what it once was, though 
it is still far too common. Not only should we dis- 
courage such practices as far as our own stores are con- 
cerned, but join in every reasonable effort to deter others 
from the same, since it is generally found that those who 
flourish by such means not only bring discredit upon an 
honorable and dignified profession, but are a detriment 
in other ways. Having no respect for themselves nor for 
their calling, they are usually cutters and demoralizers 
of trade generally, and are as much of an injury to the 
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business interests of pharmacy as they are a blot upon 
its good name. 

The conclusion of the whole matter, then, is that it is 
greatly to our interests, not only as honest citizens but 
as thrifty business men as well, that we join in securing 
the best possible form of pharmacy laws, and when these 
are obtained that we conscientiously observe their pro- 
visions. 





Can the Formulas for the Preparations of Senna of the 
United States Pharmacopocia Be Improved Upon? 
By G. H. Cuas. Kur, M.D., Pu.G., 

St. Louis, Mo. 


It is not difficult to answer this question. I have long 
held to the opinion that the formulas for the preparations 
of senna could and should be improved, and I have al- 
ways wondered why this was not done. It would seem 
that the medical members of the Committee on Revision 
of the United States Pharmacopeeia prefer to hold tena- 
ciously to the old nauseous, griping preparations of this 
drug, instead of adopting preparations of senna free from 
these undesirable characteristics. 

Subjoined are a few quotations from authorities upon 
the therapeutical action of senna: 


Hager: “In many persons senna causes griping and pain in 
the bowels; nausea, also colic may result. The constituent 
which causes griping is said to be of a resinous nature, and 
ean be extracted by alcohol; furthermore, when extracted 
with cold water, the resinous principle will not pass into solu- 
tion.” 

Bartholow’s “ Materia Medica and Therapeutics,” treating 
of senna and its official preparations, does not say a word 
about the griping principle of senna. 

The U. 8S. Dispensatory says: “ Concentrated alcohol does 
not dissolve the active principle (of senna), which is soluble in 
cold water. The leaves exhausted by alcohol have all their 
purgative effect, but lose the power of affecting the urlue so 
that an alkaline solution shall color it red.” In referring to its 
medicinal properties the Dispensatory adds: “A disadvan- 
tage is that it is apt to produce severe griping. This may be 
obviated by combining with aromatics and alkaline salts. 
Senna exhausted by alcohol is a reliable and pleasant purga- 
—_ but somewhat weaker in its action than the unexhausted 

eaves.” 

The Companion to the U. S. Pharmacopeia comments on 
senna as follows: “ The tendency of this remedy to produce 
griping may be obviated by combining with carminatives or 
aromatics.” Of Sennze Folia Spiritu Extracta it says: ‘‘ The 
object of this process is to remove from the drug those sub- 
stances which impart to it its characteristic nauseous odor 
and taste.” Under Aqueous Extract of Senna, which is made 
by macerating cut senna in water, it says: “ This undoubtedly 
furnishes a strong infusion of senna, possessing the medicinal 
properties of the drug without the griping and nauseating 
effects.” 

The Companion gives a formula for Senna Extractum 
Fluidum Depuratum. This is made from alcohol-washed 
senna, by repercolation to avoid the use of heat, otherwise it is 
the same as the official fluid extract. 

The American Dispensatory says of senna: “ Very few per- 
sons can use it alone, without experiencing more or less grip- 
ing pains. The solution by maceration alone purges without 
griping.” 

Mohr’s Commentary says: “ The resinous constituents of 
senna are believed to poduce griping.” Further on it gives a 
process to wash the senna with alcohol, saying, “ The result- 
ing dry leaves will not exhibit griping qualities.” 


PREPARATIONS OF SENNA. 


German Pharmacopeeia: Electuarium e Senna; In- 
fusum Senne Compositum; Species Laxantes; Sirupus 
Senne. 

French Codex: Electuaire de Séné Composé ; Extrait 
liquide de Séné ; Poudre de Pectorale ; Species Laxantes; 
Teinture de Séné. 

British Pharmacopceia: Confectio Senne; Mistura 
Senne Composita; Liquor Senne Concentratus; Pulvis 
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Glycyrrhyze Compositus; Syrupus Senne; Tinctura 
Senne Composita. 

United States Pharmacopeeia: Extractum Sennz 
Fluidum; Confectio Senne; Infusum Senne Composi- 
tum; Pulvis Glycyrrhyze Compositum ; Syrupus Senne. 

National Formulary: Extractum Senne Fluidum 
Deodoratum; Syrupus Senne Aromaticus; Syrupus 
Sennz Compositus. 

The formula for the Deodorized Fluid Extract of 
Senna of the National Formulary is the one I would rec- 
ommend to replace the formula for Extractum Senne 
Fluidum of the Pharmacopeeia. It is somewhat odd that 
the National Formulary should make such a good begin- 
ning in the matter of preparations of senna and then stop ; 
for in the formula for Syrupus Senne Aromaticus, in- 
stead of using this admirable fluid extract, it directs raw 
senna. Likewise in the formula for Syrupus Senne 
Compositus, instead of directing the above fluid extract 
it prescribes Fluid Extract of Senna U. S. P., which is 
made from raw senna. The two syrups should be di- 
rected to be made either with deodorized fluid extract, or 
with prepared deresinated or deodorized senna, whichever 
name is preferred. 

As to the griping and nauseous qualities of senna my 
own experience but corroborates the foregoing. In spite 
of the addition of all aromatics and salines griping oc- 
curs with many persons. Indeed there are quite a num- 
ber of patients who judge the preparation by its griping 
qualities. “ The more the griping the better the quality,” 
and the more they seem pleased. 

There are a number of senna preparations on the mar- 
ket bearing fanciful names. I take it they are all made 
from raw senna, very likely with employment of heat, for 
they all gripe. I have even seen them cause alarming 
symptoms both in infants and adults. 

That the pharmacopeeial preparations of senna (ex- 
cepting the infusion) cause griping and nausea is well 
known. 

I would, therefore, recommend to discard the use of 
raw senna in Pharmacopeeial and National Formulary 
preparations altogether, except possibly in the case of In- 
fusum Senne Compositum. In this preparation raw 
senna would be least objectionable. Still,@ven in this the 
prepared senna would be preferable. Instead of raw 
senna a prepared deresinated or deodorized senna should 
be employed. 

Either of the following names might be used to desig- 
nate the preparation: Senna Preparata, Senna Deres- 
inata, or Senna Deodorata. 

In Infusum Sennz Compositum, the Pharmacopceia 
directs “Senna.” For Extractum Senne Fluidum, 
“Senna in No. 30 powder.” For Confectio Senne, 
“ Senna in No. 60 powder ;”’ to improve Confectio Sennz 
in another direction No. 80 powder should be substituted 
for No. 60 powder. The papille of the tongue are less 
irritated by No. 80 powder than by No. 60 powder. For 
Pulvis Glycyrrhyze Compositus, Senna in No. 80 pow- 
der. 

A SUGGESTED PROCESS FOR SENNA PREPARATA, 


Take of whole senna or senna cut small, or powdered 
senna No. 30, or powdered senna No. 60, or powdered 
senna No. 80, 1,000 Gms. 

Moisten the senna with 400 Cc. of alcohol, and pack 
it in a convenient percolator. In packing whole senna 
should receive the greatest amount of pressure. The cut 
senna about the same amount. No. 30 powder almost 


the same; while for No. 60 powder the pressure should 
be appreciably reduced, and the same for No. 80 powder. 
In moistening the powders lumps should be avoided so 
that a homogeneous marc may form in the percolator, 








which will then be penetrated by the menstruum in a hor- 
izontal line. 

After packing, add the alcohol to saturate the senna 
and leave a stratum above it. As soon as the percolate 
appears at the lower orifice, close it, and having covered 
the percolator air tight, if possible, macerate for forty- 
eight hours. Then percolate until 4,000 Cc. are obtained, 
or rather percolate until 3,500 Cc. are obtained, and ex- 
press the senna, which may yield from 350 to 500 Cc., or 
more. Mix the two liquids and place aside for distilla- 
tion. The senna is then removed from the percolator and 
_ allowed to dry, preferably in a drying chamber. It should 
be kept with ordinary care. 

There is no difficulty in regaining the alcohol by dis- 
tillation, although there is a certain loss of alcohol; ap- 
proximately from 250 to 400 Cc. are lost for each 1,000 
Gm. of senna. The senna also loses in weight, 1,000 Gm. 
losing between 70 to 80 Gm. 

Senna prepared in this way is pretty thoroughly de- 
resinated, and has been deprived as well of most of the 
nauseous odor peculiar to raw senna. 

The Senna Preparata should be substituted for the 

raw senna wherever the latter is ordered in the Pharma- 
copeeia, except, of course, under the heading of Senna, 
where the botanical names of the species used are given, 
and the macroscopical characteristics of the drug are de- 
scribed. And this Senna Preparata should be directed 
in all formulas of the National Formulary in which senna 
is an ingredient. 
: In conclusion, I would say, looking at the whole sub- 
ject from a pharmaceutical standpoint, the desirability 
or necessity of the improvement suggested above may not 
be apparent, but looking at it from a medical point of 
view the change is both desirable and necessary. 


DRESSING PRESCRIPTIONS—STYLE IN 
EXTERNALS.' 


By W. A. Dawson, 
Hempstead, N. Y. 
I N his “Art of Dispensing,” Peter MacEwan, the 
editor of the London Chemist and Druggist, says: 
“ The dispenser who economizes on his drugs is a rogue, 
rw the dispenser who economizes on his packages is a 
ool.” 

It is an indisputable fact that the external attributes 
of a prescription, the manner in which it is packed or 
dressed, speak volumes to both patient and physician of 
the character of the pharmacy at which it was dispensed. 
Carelessness in dressing is liable to lead to prejudice and 
to the inference that the medicine itself was carelessly 
prepared. 

Where one aims at building up a high class prescrip- 
tion trade it is important that careful attention be paid to 
the appearance of the finished prescription as well as to 
its compounding. Bottles, boxes or other containers, as 
well as labels, corks, caps and other accessories, should 
be carefully considered and good taste displayed in their 
selection. 

Prescription clerks must be impressed with the fact 
that sending out a carelessly dressed prescription is as 
reprehensible as any other error in dispensing, for error 
it certainly is to send out a prescription with the ear- 
marks of carelessness upon it. 





THE LABEL PRINTER'S ANTIQUATED IDEAS OF TYPOGRAPHY. 


An unsuitable container, a chipped lip bottle, a label 
pasted awry or badly written, give the lie direct to claims 


1 Read by title at the annual meeting of the New York State Pharmaceuti- 
ad Association and contributed by the author for publication in the American 
UGGIST 
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for careful dispensing and high class pharmaceutical 
service. As well might a hotel boast of the excellence 
of its cuisine and serve its food carelessly on unsuitable 
or cracked china. While the claim for fine cooking 
might be really true, few people would believe it after 
seeing the way it was served. 

Labels more often offend good taste than any other 
detail of the dress of a prescription. A glance through a 
few label specimen books will show that the average label 
printer is not to be depended on for artistic labels, at 
least not in his ordinary commercial styles; the label 
printers seem to have fallen into a rut and most of them 
grind out the same old designs, most of them bad, year 
after year. They do not seem to have kept pace with 
modern American typography, which is the finest of any 
age, but continue to turn out labels of the vintage of 1860 
or thereabouts. The chief faults of the average label 
are too much ornament and too many flourishes, too many 
colors in some cases and very bad art in drawing and com- 
position. The beautiful typography of the modern art 
printer owes its beauty and dignity entirely to a refine-’ 
ment of its type forms and the studied simplicity of its 
composition. Meaningless ornament, rules and borders 
are little used. Ornament and colors are out of place on 
a prescription label any way. Prescriptions are: serious 
matters to the patient, physician and pharmacist, and the 
label should reflect grave and dignified simplicity. 

Good paper, as well as good printing, is essential to 
a good label; the paper must be made from good rag 
stock and not from wood pulp, which turns dar with age. 
It must be thin, and at the same time opaque, taking the 
ink of both press and pen well, and pasting down readily 
without curling at the edges or blistering. 


THE SELECTION OF TYPE FACES. 


The most refined effects are obtained by the use of 
type faces that are richly plain, like the style of letter 
used in steel and copper plate work. “ Engravers’ 
Roman ” is a face like that used for the name on visiting 
cards, while a light faced Gothic letter is generally used 
for the address. There are many fine new faces in the 
general style of these types—Roman and Gothic. Any 
printer can show specimens of them. 

The cheaper grades of printing ink have a brownish 
tinge and a coarse texture that kill the artistic effect of 
the finest paper and the best of type. The best grades of ink 
are of a very intense blue black and extremely fine tex- 
ture, that gives a rich and clear cut imprint of the types, 
but such ink costs from one to two dollars a pound, where 
the cheap ink costs from forty cents down to six cents 
a pound. . 

So you may readily see that if one wishes extra fine 
labels or other printed matter he must expect to pay a 
great deal more for it than for the regular commercial 
styles illustrated in the specimen books of the label print- 
er. It pays to have good printing, the best printing, 
whether it be label, billhead or letterhead ; poor printing 
is about the worst advertisement that a business can have. 


FOR A GENERAL PRESCRIPTION LABEL 


a label about square in shape, perhaps with the corners 
slightly rounded off, the name at the top, the word 
PHARMACIST beneath it, and the address at the bottom, 
makes a label of neat and dignified appearance, if printed 
with a refined Roman letter in blue black or dark blue 
ink. For an external use label the same design may be 
printed in red, with “ For External Use Only ” printed 
across the upper part of the label just under the word 
pharmacist. 

It is a good idea to have a number of different style 
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and worded labels for different classes of prescriptions. 
In addition to the regular label for mixtures and an ex- 
ternal use label, one for veterinary prescriptions, with the 
wording, “ This medicine is for veterinary use only,” an- 
other with “ Shake the bottle before using,” another with 
“ Poison,” and so on. This does away with the use of 
strip labels to a great extent, with the result of a better 
dressed package. Where only one style of label is kept 
for prescriptions it is often necessary to attach two or 
more strip labels, as where the medicine requires a 
“ Poison,” a “ Shake ” and an “ External Use ” label, with 
the consequence that the bottle is pretty well plastered 
up with labels. 

The labels for the pill and powder boxes, like the 
labels for mixtures, should be free from ornament, bor- 
der, ruling, Dr., No., Date, etc. Nearly every pharmacy 
that does much of a prescription business uses a number- 
ing and dating machine, or ready printed numbers, per- 
forated like postage stamps, for numbering prescriptions 
nowadays, so that the old No., Dr., and Date is superflu- 
ous, and even where automatic numbering is not done it is 
better not to have these abbreviations on the label, for it is 
often possible to write a better balanced label without 
them. 

Label writing is an art in itself, in which a sense of 
proportion, spacing or composition counts for more than 
fine penmanship. It is not so much the way the label 
is written as it is the way the words are placed on the 
paper that makes a well balanced label. 


THE SELECTION OF BOTTLES. 


In bottles there is little to complain of. Bottle manu- 
facturers have vied with each other of late years to see 
which could devise the handsomest style of prescription 
bottle, and there are few pharmacies but what have adopt- 
ed one of these improved shapes. Most of these shapes 
are modifications of the old Blake shape, and they are all 
better looking styles than the old round or French square. 

The average pharmacy does not, however, carry bot- 
tles enough—that is, enough different shapes and kinds 
to properly dress all sorts of compounds. In the phar- 
macy with which I am connected we use a green glass 
Baltimore oval for general store use. For prescriptions 
for internal use, or other harmless mixtures, a flint glass 
Manhattan Blake, this bottle never being used for anything 
else but prescriptions. Then there are amber French 
squares for prescriptions for external use, and round blue 
poison bottles for virulent poisons, so that it is easy to 


differentiate the nature of the prescriptions by the style 


of the bottle as well as by the label—a matter of impor- 
tance in cases where the physician orders an internal 
mixture, a lotion, and a strong solution of bichloride for 
disinfecting, at the same time, and, as sometimes happens, 
the same sized bottle of each. 


COLOR SCHEME FOR PAPER CONTAINERS. 


In pill and powder boxes, bottle caps, and also in 
wrapping paper for prescriptions, it is a good idea to 
have all of one color, and have that color distinctive of 
the store, instead of assorted colors, as is generally the 
case. I have found that gold-edged boxes are not so 
lastingly good as those having the edges covered with 
light-colored paper, as the gold tarnishes before the boxes 
are used. In bottle caps, after using for some time those 
of assorted colors, I had the last lot made of a heavy 
cream white linen paper, with the name and address em- 
bossed on the top in blue ink of the same color as the ink 
with which our prescription labels are printed, and they 
are a great improvement on the colored caps. I have 
found nothing so good as the pleated paper cap for fin- 
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ishing off the top of a prescription bottle, and I believe 
that the patients like it better than anything else, as the 
medicine reaches them sealed up. For tying them on I 
use a very fine linen twine, not much larger than coarse 
linen thread, but of much greater strength. The use 
of rubber bands for this purpose does not give so work- 
manlike a finish as is obtained with the use of twine. 


THE VARIETIES OF CONTAINERS. 


A large number of containers, aside from bottles, are 
needed in a large prescription business, if things are to 
be sent out in good shape and appropriately dressed. For 
ointments, in addition to the regular ointment pots of 
opal glass with aluminum screw top, there are needed 
for very soft ointments, plasters and jellies collapsible 
metal tubes and wide-mouthed bottles. 

For powders in bulk, granulated salts, etc., round 
paper boxes, both flat and tall shape, and screw cap glass 
jars; for effervescent salts, wide-mouthed bottles with 
well fitting and paraffined corks, as screw cap jars cannot 
be sealed tight enough to keep these preparations in a 
damp atmosphere. 

If much veterinary prescription work is done extra 
large containers will be required, tin cans up to two pounds 
in size, boxes for powders that will hold one and two 
dozen one, two or three ounce powders, etc.; these extra 
sized paper boxes may be obtained in small quantities, 
covered with plain white glazed paper, from manufac- 
turing stationers. There is big money in veterinary pre- 
scriptions and it is a good business to cater to; the quan- 
tities ordered being necessarily large, the profit is pro- 
portionate. The average man will give up one or two 
dollars for a prescription for his horse without a murmur, 
where if it were for himself he would kick most strenu- 
ously at the price. Veterinary business cannot be suc- 
cessfully worked up if the prescriptions are put out.in any 
old box or can that comes handy any more than can 
regular prescription business. Neatness and style in put- 
ting up counts here as well. 


THE ADVANTAGES OF RUBBER STOPPERS. 


We use rubber stoppers freely, both in dispensing and 
in the laboratory. When a bottle of fluid extract is 
opened the cork is replaced with a rubber stopper, pre- 
venting loss by evaporation and consequent precipitation, 
as well as the annoyance of the cork breaking off when 
the bottle is reopened. ,Rubber stoppers are used in dis- 
pensing for all preparations that are liable to cement the 
cork fast in the bottle, provided, of course, that the nature 
of the medicine does not prohibit the use of a rubber 
stopper. 

Fluid extract of cascara sagrada should always be dis- 
pensed with a rubber stopper, as it cements a cork so 
fast that it is impossible to remove it by ordinary means, 
and consequently the patient will break the cork short 
off the first attempt to open the bottle. Those rubber 
stoppers used in the laboratory may be scrubbed off and 
used over and over again, as they are practically inde- 
structible. 

For wrapping prescriptions the very thin imported 
parchment paper makes a distinctive package. It comes 
in a variety of colors and is so transparent that the label 
may be read through it. A dab of paste on the ends of 
er readily seals it and the use of string is obvi- 
ated. 

For pill and powder boxes, however, envelopes are 
preferable to wrapping paper, as it is difficult to make 
a nice looking package of so small an obect as a pill box. 
These envelopes should open at the end and have the 
advertisement of the store printed at the bottom of them, 
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with a blank space above for the patient’s name and other 
particulars. 


Some Rules for the Prescription Department. 


Some of the rules followed in the prescription depart- 
ment of the pharmacy with which I am connected are as 
follows: 

RECEIVING PRESCRIPTIONS. 


When a prescription is received give the patient a 
prescription check and attach the remaining two dupli- 
cate numbers to the prescription. If the party’s name 
is known fill it in in the space on the check attached to 
the prescription, with the price, if given; whether it is 
to be called for or sent, and when, and also whether paid, 
charged or to be collected on delivery. 

Prescriptions to be sent are to be placed on the 
“send” box at the end of the prescription case as soon 
as finished, and if immediate the messenger’s attention 
called to it. Those to be called for are to be placed on 
the “call” shelf in the store. Where a prescription is 
to be charged, the charge slip is made out before the pre- 
scription is checked off and placed in the checking tray 
along with the prescription. 


CONTAINERS. 


New prescriptions, liquid, are to be dispensed in our 
own special prescription bottles—flint Blakes for internal 
medicines, amber squares for external and round blues for 
poisons. If the patient brings a container it is to be dis- 
carded. 

Repeats, liquid, are to have a new cork, label and cap. 
Pill and powder boxes to be replaced if at all soiled. 


WRAPPING. 


Prescriptions are to be wrapped and marked before 
leaving the prescription department. The special wrap- 
ping paper and envelopes, as well as the special contain- 
ers, are to be used only for prescriptions. -All other 
preparations to be put up in the regular store containers 
and wrappers. 

POWDERS. 


In preparing powders see that the powder papers are 
the right size for the box used. Corresponding numbers 
will be found on the edge of each powder paper and box 
compartment. Animal products, deliquescent and ef- 
florescent substances are to be dispensed in waxed papers. 
If in doubt, use waxed paper. 


CHECKING. 


Dispensers will place the containers of the articles 
used and the weights and measures in a checking tray. 
When the prescription is complete he will call ‘ check,” 
and the prescription will be checked off by some other 
dispenser. Until a prescription is O. K.’d by the checker 
it is not to be removed from the tray for any purpose. 
Where a weight, measure or ingredient is required from 
a tray containing an unfinished or unchecked prescription 
the dispenser who takes it must leave a written memo- 
tandum of the article in the tray from which he takes it. 


OINTMENTS. 


_ Checkers will carefully note the smoothness of all 
ointments, and require them to be reworked if they are 
lacking in smoothness. Soft ointments are to be dis- 
pensed in collapsible tubes. 


DISPENSING MEMORANDA. 


In addition to these and other rules, the prescription 
‘department of this store keeps a memoranda, to be re- 
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ferred to by the dispensers, regarding the qualities or 
makes of pharmaceuticals preferred by the different 
physicians who patronize it, as “ Dr. A. prefers Squibb’s 
Ergot,” “ Dr. B. prefers P. D.’s Ergot,” “ Dispense round 
pills on Dr. C.’s prescriptions,” “ Dispense Fairchild’s 
Essence of Pepsin on Dr. D.’s prescriptions, whether he 
specifies or not,” “ Wyeth’s Elixirs on Dr. E.’s prescrip- 
tions,” “ Gardner’s Hypophosphite preparations and Syr. 
Hydriodic Acid on Dr. F.’s prescriptions,” and so on, it 
having been made a special point to discover the prefer- 
ence of each physician, and stock and dispense the prepa- 
ration he prefers. 


THE ABOLITION OF HIGH PRESCRIPTION CASE. 


I believe that it would be a great step in advance for 
pharmacy if pharmacists generally discarded the old 
fashioned and archaic prescription case and fitted up their 
department in the style of a chemical laboratory. The 
abolishment of the high case would make for better equip- 
ment, better working methods and a greater degree of 
confidence on the part of the public. ; 

With the great advance of pharmaceutical education 
and working methods of late years has come a greater 
dexterity and ability to the operator, and the preparation 
of a prescription or a galenical by a good operator is 
an interesting performance. The old timer, who would 
slop up the whole prescription counter, has disappeared ; 
had to mend his ways or go into some other line. 

It has been my own experience that the prescription- 
ist who does his work under constant observation soon 
attains a dexterity that amounts to virtuosity, so deft and 
quick are his manipulations. 

The argument that the high case prevents the public 
from distracting the attention of the operator is not 
sound. The same result could be attained in other ways, 
by railing off the rear of the store so that customers 
could not get near enough to the operator to converse 
with him or to read the labels on the containers he is 
using from, or by other means. 

In these days of scientific pharmacy it seems really 
silly to dodge behind a screen when filling a prescription. 
This air of mock secrecy seems more suited to the middle 
ages, whence the prescription screen came, than to the 
twentieth century. 

A finely appointed laboratory, open to the inspection 
of the public as well as the physician, everything frank, 
open and above board, seems nearer ideal pharmacy, and 
I know that a store so fitted will catch the prescription 
business in its locality. 





Disinfectant Compounds. 


Patents have been issued by the British Patent Office 
on two new disinfectant compounds, which are described 
in the specifications as follows: 

No. 1 consists of the following ingredients, worked 
into a paste, which sets hard, forming a cake: Calcium 
sulphate, 2 ounces; camphor carbolate, 1 drachm; am- 
monium carbonate, 2 drachms; carmine, I grain; strong 
solution of ammonia, 2 fluid drachms; water, 1 fluid 
ounce. The camphor carbolate may be prepared by in- 
timately mixing in a mortar equal parts by weight of 
camphor and crystallized carbolic acid. The product is 
intended as a cheaper substitute for camphor. 

No. 2 consists of: Hydrated calcium sulphate, 425 
parts; charcoal, 50 parts; dried peat, 25 parts; sublimed 
sulphur, 7.5 parts; ferric oxide, 2.5 parts, and crude 
phenic acid, 1 part. The product, in powder form, is 
adapted to absorb and neutralize gases, especially am- 
monia, set free by process of decay in organic matter. 
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DRUGGISTS’ COURSE IN OPTICS. 


Conducted by C. H. Brown, M.D., 
President of the Philadelphia Optical College 





This series of papers is designed to furnish information which 
is required by druggists for the intelligent handling of a line 
of optical goods. The first of the series appeared in our issue 
for September 24, 1900. 

Twenty-first Paper. 
ADVANTAGES OF THE DIOPTRIC SYSTEM. 


NE of the advantages of the dioptric system of num- 
bering lenses which was not mentioned in the last 
paper is that the public has not as yet become familiar 
with it, and hence the patient is kept in ignorance of the 
strength of the glass he is or should be wearing. 

There is a class of persons (but fortunately their num- 
ber is few) who go “ shopping” for glasses. They will 
call on an optician who has a reputation for skill and ex- 
perience, and request a careful examination made of their 
eyes. They ask numerous questions, and, having ascer- 
tained all they desire to know, they leave with some trivial 
excuse, or with the promise to call again. Then they go 
around the corner to some street stand merchant, or to a 
store where glasses are sold as merchandise, and ask for 
glasses of the number which the optician found suitable to 
their eyes. If the optician used the inch number, the cus- 
tomer will have no difficulty in procuring the No. 12, or 
16, or 20, which he named. But if the optician is an ed- 
ucated one and employs the dioptric system of number- 
ing, as he should, the storekeeper or peddler would be 
unable to give the 2.D, 2.50D or 3.D named by the opti- 
cian, because of his unfamiliarity with this method of 
numbering. 

The better plan in the majority of cases, if it can be 
done, without giving offense, is to keep the patient in ig- 
norance of the glass that is suitable for him or that is 
given to him. If he learns this he is to a great extent in- 
dependent, and in case he breaks or loses his glasses, he 
can go to a street stand dealer or to a store, if he is parsi- 
moniously inclined, and obtain the desired number of 
glasses. Otherwise he must return to the optician who 
has furnished his glasses when he needs a new pair, and 
thus he can be kept somewhat dependent upon the opti- 
cian, with a bond more or less firm, as the capability of 
the optician.and the confidence of the patient will war- 
rant. 

If. a request is made to be furnished with the number 
of the lenses, the optician can truthfully reply that his 
lenses are not ground according to the old and out of date 
inch system, but according to the newer and better met- 
rical system, without of course any mention being made 
to the customer that even though numbered by the diop- 
tric system they might have an equivalent in the more 
common inch system. This frequently satisfies the cus- 
tomer and no more questions are asked. If, however, 
the patient is not satisfied with any evasive reply, and the 
optician feels that he cannot refuse to give him the num- 
ber, it is stated in dioptrics according to the metrical sys- 
tem; it may be 1.D, 2.D, or 3.D, as the case is, and he is, 
simply told 1,2 or 3. If he goes off with this information 


and with the intention of purchasing such a glass else- 
where, and asks for it at a general store or even from an 
optician who is not thoroughly posted, it would be next 
to impossible to obtain the desired glasses, and the patient 
would arrive at the opinion that the first optician under- 
stood best how to fit his eyes after all. 
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METRIC AND INCH SYSTEM COMPARED. 


The following table explains itself, and should not 
only be carefully studied, but should be kept convenient 
for ready reference : 


English inch. French inch, 
Dioptric 1 metre = 1 metre = 
system. about 40 inches. about 36 inches. 
0.12 320 288 
0.25 160 144 
0.37 108 99 
0.50 80 72 
0.62 64 58 
0.75 53 48 
0.87 46 41 
i. 40 36 
1.25 32 29 
1.50 26 24 
1.75 22 20 
2. 20 18 
2.25 18 16 
2.50 16 14 
2.75 14 13 
3. 13 12 
3.25 12 11 
3.50 11 10 
3.75 10?/s 9% 
4. 10 i) 
4.50 9 8 
5. 8 7 
5.50 7 6% 
6. 614 6 
6.50 6 5% 
a 5% 5 
7.50 51/s 4*/s 
8. 5 4% 
8.50 47/3 4% 
9. 4% 4 
9.50 4/5 3% 
10. 4 3*/s 
11. 3% 3% 
12. 3% 3 
13. 3 2/15 
14. 2% 24/, 
15. 27/3 27/5 
16. 2% 2% 
17. 2'/s 2% 
18. 2% 2 
19. 23/5 1/1 
20 2 1*/s 


The first column gives the number of the lens ground’ 
according to the new dioptric or metric system, and the 
second and third columns its equivalent in English and 
French inches respectively. The table shows the focal 
distance of the lenses in general use, and affords an un- 
derstanding of the relative value of the old and the new 
systems. The meter is taken as the standard, and is con- 
sidered equal to forty English inches or thirty-six French 
inches; these are not the exact figures, the equivalent in 
English inches being a fraction over thirty-nine inches, 
and in French inches a fraction over thirty-six inches, 
but the whole numbers of forty and thirty-six are suffi- 
ciently accurate for all practical purposes, and are univer- 
sally used in making the comparisons between the two- 
systems. 

The test-cases used by oculists and opticians were, un- 
til recently, composed of lenses ground according to the 
French inch system; and it can be easily seen how an 
error and much inconvenience might result, with corre- 
sponding discomfort to the patient’s eyes, if a prescrip- 
tion based upon the French inch test-cases was filled by 
an optician whose lenses were ground according to the 
English inch system, and who, therefore, failed to fur- 
nish the glasses intended by the prescriber ; and the dif- 
ference would be all the more marked if the lenses pre- 
scribed were among the stronger numbers. 

The French inch may be left out of the question, as- 
the English inch is the one we use, and hence: all the cal- 
culations are made on the basis of a meter equaling forty: 
inches. 
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STORE MANAGEMENT. 


Conducted by W. A. Dawson. 

In addition to publishing a series of articles covering the commes- 
cial side of pharmacy, the editor of this department will en- 
deavor to discuss, criticise, advise and give information on 
any question pertaining to the business management of the 
drug store propounded by readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
This feature of the department is intended to constitute a busi- 
ness query column for the readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
and all queries regarding business matters addressed to it will 
be freely answered. 





THE ARRANGEMENT, STORAGE, AND DIS- 
PLAY OF THE STOCK. 
(Continued. ) 


NGLISH chemists’ shops are as a rule much smaller 
than our American pharmacies, and the necessity of 
economizing room has resulted in many ingenious contriv- 
ances for displaying stock that are not usually found in 
American stores. The showcase-front counters mentioned 
in the article on store fittings is a distinctly English store 
fitting, and one would scarcely find a chemist’s shop in 
the British Isles that does not contain them. All the Eng- 
lish shop fitters keep them in stock in various sizes and 
styles ready for delivery and with prescription screens to 
go with them built in the same style. 


UTILIZING COUNTER SPACE. 


A few years ago in making improvements in our store 
interior I adopted this idea and had counters built on this 
plan, thereby more than doubling the showcase room in 
the store. These counters have more than paid for them- 
selves since they were put in, by the profit on the increased 
sales of the goods displayed. : 

The counter fronts are a series of glass-doored closets 
two feet wide, two and a half feet high and six inches 
deep, the goods displayed in these closets consisting of 
medicine glasses, eye baths, sick feeders, alcohol lamps 
and other glassware in one closet. Sponges of various 
kinds are shown in the front of the soda counter, these 
closets forming bins which tilt forward when opened. 
Then come chamois skins and chest protectors, trusses, 
air cushions and pillows, shoulder braces and elastic hos- 
iery, electric medical batteries and sundries, atomizers 
and nebulizers, syringes, glass and hard rubber ; syringes, 
bulb; syringes, fountain; this list completing one side of 
the store. On the other side the closets contain hair 
brushes, two closets; cloth brushes and brooms; station- 
ery, four closets; stationery sundries, four closets. This 
leaves the showcases on top of the counters free to con- 
tain, first, the very finest and most attractive articles ; and, 
second, all those small wares that would be liable to dam- 
age by loss or breakage if kept elsewhere. 

Not being crowded for showcase room, the goods of 
the first class can be displayed to the best advantage with- 
out huddling them together, and in the most conspicuous 
part of the store. Goods of the second class may be kept 
in showcases that are in the least advantageous position 
for showing their contents to customers. 


DISPLAYING PERFUMES. 


Perfumes are best displayed in a case devoted solely to 
them, a case standing in the center of the store if possible. 
The display of perfumes is always interesting to ladies, 
and the perfumes should be so placed that they can- 
not fail to catch the eye of every lady who enters the 
store, and at the same time be so displayed that every 
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bottle of the stock may be closely scrutinized. A new 
odor or new style of package will often make a sale if the 
stock is so placed that the labels may be easily read. 


CASES SWUNG FROM THE CEILING. 


If the ceiling of the room is not too high, some lines 
of goods may be shown to advantage on glass shelves 
swung from the ceiling over the counters. These shelves 
may be bought of the makers of store fixtures. They 
consist of four nickel plated tubes with base to screw to 
the ceiling, sliding cross bars that are adjustable to any 
height, a piece of plate glass a foot wide with polished 
edges. I have two of these shelves in use. They are six 
feet long and cost $10 each. The goods shown on these 
are such as are not soiled by dust: cut bottles, shaving 
mugs, porcelain and metal puff boxes and other china and 
glass ware. 

THE DISPLAY OF STOCK. 


Being a thorough believer in showing all the stock, 
our store is literally filled with goods from floor to ceiling. 
The wall cases are finished flat on top and on them are ar- 
ranged such goods as are not affected by high tempera- 
ture. These goods are absorbent cottons, bed and douche 
pans, crutches, toilet paper, wood toothpicks, and the 
duplicate stock of boxed stationery. In the center of eaclr 
section, on the cornice of the wali cases, are hung the di- 
plomas and certificates, twelve in number. : 


PRESCRIPTION SHELF CONTAINERS. 


In the prescription department and general laboratory 
I am in favor of keeping the stock in the original contain- 
ers so far as possible, and only using glass labeled shelf 
ware for such articles as are bought in bulk. Where the 
chemicals of one maker are specified there will be very 
few chemicals in the stock for which glass labeled bottles 
will be needed. My own prescription case equipment 
consists of but a hundred 4-ounce saltmouths and about 
two dozen tinctures of the same size, everything else be- 
ing kept in original containers. This gives a more pro- 
fessional air to the stock, is a help in finding articles, and 
a safeguard against error. The closets for chemicals, ex- 
tracts and essential oils will hold a great lot of stock if 
they are double decked, that is in addition to the shelves 
inside the closets they are fitted with shelves on the insides 
of the doors as well. It is perhaps needless to say that 
the closets should have wooden doors and not glass, and 
should be light proof. The insides of these closets should 
be coated to a dead black color with lampblack mixed 
with shellac varnish, like a photographic dark room, to 
prevent the action of light on the contents. The closets 
may also have narrow shelves built on the outside of the 
doors on which can be kept such things as phenacetine 
and other chemicals in cartons that are not affected by 
light. 

In many pharmacies I have seen essential oils and 
chemicals easily affected by light kept in glass labeled 
shelf bottles on open shelves, a wasteful method of keep- 
ing and very bad pharmacy. 


THE PILL AND TABLET CLOSETS 


may he likewise double decked and those on the outside of 
the doors protected with cartons. For the commoner for- 
mulas which have a large sale I have the front of one 
closet filled with square lacquered tin cans of a capacity of 
500 five-grain pills. The titles are lettered directly on the 
cans and the prices on the inside of the covers. These 
hold the commoner bulb pills and tablets, cathartic, 
Blauds, rhubarb, phenacetine, etc. 

For storing the thousand and one odds and ends of 
stock which find their way to the “ back room,” and there 
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being out of sight of the public and often badly stored, 
one may make use of the many cans, bottles and boxes 
that are constantly coming in. 


UTILIZING SPARE CONTAINERS. 


The square tin cans in which American calcined mag- 
nesia is put up make excellent shelf containers for 
drugs. These cans should be first given two heavy coats 
of white paint, equal parts of lead and zinc, and labeled 
by lettering directly on the can with a fine brush. The 
Diamond Dye artists’ black in tubes, thinned with Japan 
dryer, is excellent for such lettering. 
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Shelf Containers Improvised from Magnesia Cans, Etc. 


The boxes in which are packed Castoria, Pinkham’s 
comp., malted milk, vaseline, etc., can be put to good use 
for storing the extra stock of.pill and powder boxes, oint- 
ment tins and pots, “ Homo” vials, etc. Save them up until 
you get enough of one kind to fill a shelf or make a bank 
of them, plane off the front, give two coats of white paint 
to the front only, screw on a cheap drawer pull and letter 
them as directed for the cans. This makes a clean and 
serviceable method of storing many articles of extra stock 
that are bulky or otherwise store inconveniently. There 
are many things in a retail stock that are hard to manage, 
things that refuse to be classified. A shelf box will often 
solve the problem of storing them satisfactorily. 


PHARMACEUTICAL PROGRESS, 
NEW REMEDIES, ETC. 


Triferrin—Klemperer (L’Union Pharmac., July, 
IQO0I, page 311) gives some facts concerning this new 
preparation of iron. It is a combination of paranucleinic 
acid with iron, containing 9 per cent. of nitrogen, 2.5 per 
cent. of phosphorus and 22 per cent. of iron. It is said 
to possess the advantage of being very well borne, even 
by the most delicate stomachs. The average dose is 30 
centigrammes three times a day. 


Nioform.—This is a substitute for iodoform, which 
is said to be iodochloroxyquinoline. It is a non-toxic 
germicide, which may be injected hypodermically.— 
L’Union Pharmac., July, 1901, page 312. 


Quinotropin.—This is the urate of ‘urotropin, and oc- 
curs as a white powder, which is very soluble in water. 
According to Nicolaier and Hagenberger it does not di- 
minish the amount of uric acid in the system.—L’Union 
Pharmac., page 313. 





PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


The Bitter Principle of Carapa Fruit.—Thorns 
(Pharm. Jour., January, 1901) found a bitter principle 
Mkomavine (named after the popular synonym of the 
plant) in the African tree “ carapa.” This substance oc- 
curs as a white amorphous powder, which melts at IIo 
degrees C., and is soluble in chloroform. 


The Glucoside of Ononis Spinosa.—Hlasiwetz (Jour. 
Prakt. Chem., 64, 415) describes a glucoside ononin 
which he isolated from the roots of O. spinosa. But 
barium solution it splits on boiling into formic acid and 
onospinin. More recently Hemmelmayr found the for 
mula of this glucoside to be C,,H;,0,,, and its fusion 
point 172 degrees C._—Berichte, 33, 3, 588. 


Lactanine (bi-lactomonotannate of bismuth) is a re- 
sult of an attempt to unite the action of iactic acid, tannin 
and bismuth. It occurs as a yellow, insoluble powder, 
odorless and tasteless, and has been used with good re- 
sults in certain diarrhoeal diseases of infancy and child- 
hood by a number of observers. Moncorvo contributes 
the results of his experience to Nouveaux Remédes (July 
8, 1901, page 289). He records the behavior of 22 pa- 
tients under this treatment, and concludes that the remedy 
exhibits a noteworthy efficiency, while the children’s toler- 
ance toward the drug is always perfect. The dose 
ranged from 1 to 5 Gms., pro die. 


Lotusine, a Glucoside of Lotus Arabicus was found 
in the leaves of the lotus plant. (Proc. Royal Society, 
67, 224.) The leaves contain a considerable quantity of 
hydrocyanic acid when macerated in water during the 
flowering season of the plant. They contain a yellow 
crystalline glucoside, C,,H,,NO, , lotusin. Under the 
influence of an enzyme called lotase, or of dilute acids, 
this glucoside splits up into hydrocyanic acid, dectrose 
and lotoflavin C,,H,,O,, a new coloring matter, which 
seems to be an isomere dihydroxichrysin of luteolin, the 
yellow coloring matter of rhus cotinus. 


Santalenic Acid.—Chapmann (Proc. Chem. Soc., 16, 
204) prepared a crystalline body from oil of sandalwood 
by oxidation with a solution of potassium permanganate. 
It is insoluble in water, but soluble in the other ordinary 
solvents. A number of salts have been prepared. 


Paraform (CH,O), trioxymethylene—Unna uses the 
following formula in various parasitic skin diseases: 
Paraform pulv., 2.0; spir. aeth., 2.0; collod. flexib., 16.0, 
for painting the skiri—E. Merck, Report for 1goo. 


Solveol is an antiseptic which is readily miscible with 
water, and is recommended for use in surgery, gynzcol- 
ogy, etc. It is cheaper and less toxic than carbolic acid, 
and allows more accurate and neater work than the slip- 
pery cresol solutions. Solveol is neutral in reaction, does 
not affect the hands, and has no disagreeable odor. 
Moreover, solveol gives clear solution with ordinary top- 
water, while creolin, etc., gives opaque mixtures. It is 
made by rendering cresol soluble by the aid of sodium 
creosotinate.—Pharm. Post, 1901, 220. 


Glyceroarseniates.—Schlagdenhauten and Pagel con- 
tributed an article on this subject to a recent issue of 
Bull. des Soc. de Pharm. du Sud-Ouest et du Centre. 
(Nouveaux Remédes, June 24, 1901, page 271.) The 
glyceroarseniates correspond to the glycerophosphates of 
the alkaline and earthy elements. They are prepared by 
an analogous process by mixing certain proportions of 
glycerin and arsenious acid. The calcium salt is the one 
principally used, and hypodermic injections of a solution 
may be given, or the remedy administered in pill form. 
It promotes nutrition, and increase in weight and strengtk 
follows its use, the dose being 0.01 Gm. daily. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals, 





Bolletino Chimico-Farmaceutico, June J. 


Cinchonine: Its Therapeutic, Chemical and Economic 
Significance. By Giuseppe Tarozzi—The author’s at- 
tention was drawn to'cinchonine by the strict laws recent- 
ly passed in Italy concerning the sale of quinine, and its 
distribution by the Government to the poor of malarial 
districts. He proposes three new salts of cinchonine— 
namely, the sulphophenate, the sulphocreosotate, and the 
bichloride, all of which are efficient disinfectants as well 
as powerful anti-malarial remedies. The method of prep- 
aration of these salts consists in a double decomposition 
of a solution of cinchonine bisulphate with the corre- 
sponding solution of borium sulphophenate, sulphocre- 
osotate or chloride, as the case may be. The sulpho- 
phenate of cinchonia does not crystallize but occurs in 
beautiful pale-pink transparent scales of a bitter, pene- 
trating taste, soluble in cold water. It contains about 40 
per cent. of the alkaloid, and 60 per cent. of sulphophenic 
acid. The sulphocreosotate of cinchonine occurs in the 
form of small scales of a greenish-yellow color, is non- 
crystallizable, and soluble in ten times its weight of cold 
water. It has not an acrid taste, but is bitter and slightly 
burning. It contains 62 parts of sulphocreosotic acid and 
38 parts of cinchonine. The bichloride of cinchonine oc- 
curs in beautiful transparent prismatic needles grouped 
in nipple like masses, but is easier to obtain in the amor- 
phous state. It is easily soluble in ordinary alcohol, and 
has a bitter saline taste. It contains 40 per cent. of hy- 
drochloric acid and 60 per cent. of the alkaloid. 


The Action of Aluminum Upon Corrosive Sublimate 
and Upon Saline Solutions in General. By Dr. Carlo 
Formenti.—Alfonso Cossa in 1869 (Atti del R.. Istituto 
Veneto di Scienzee lettere, 1869-1870, Ser. 3, tom. xv, 
p. 638-642) found that if aluminum be placed in solutions 
of HgCl,, an amalgam of aluminum is formed and the 
HgCl, is reduced to calomel. The present author in a 
demonstration before the Chemical Society of Milan 
(April, 1901) performed the following experiments: A 
certain quantity of HgCl, was fused in a large test tube, 
and upon the mass a proportionate quantity of metallic 
aluminum was thrown. A violent reaction took place, 
the aluminum assuming the aspect of a burning fused 
globule moving over the surface of the fused mass, like 
sodium or potassium or water. The flame with which 
the aluminum burns has a characteristic bluish-white 
color. Toward the end of the reaction, if the tube be 
heated on a lamp, there are formed abundant white, very 
irritating fumes of corrosive sublimate. The burning 
globule of aluminum continues to diminish in size, until 
it disappears entirely and a white, impalpable powder re- 
mains at the bottom of the tube. The semi-fluid contents 
of the tube may now be poured into a porcelain capsule, 
and globules of metallic mercury and of aluminum amal- 
gam may be plainly seen. The latter, however, becomes 
quickly oxidized. 

Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, 


Purified Honey. By Georg Marpmann.—The puri- 
fied honey of the Pharmacopceia should be relegated to 
the junk room, for it is very difficult to control and very 
easy to adulterate, and may be perfectly well substi- 
tuted by artificial honey. The ordinary tests for distin- 
guishing natural honey from artificial products are en- 
tirely inadequate and untrustworthy. The most reliable 
of these is supposed to be the test for sulphuric acid, the 


presence of which indicates that H,So, has been used for 
the inversion of starch into glucose. Many manufactur- 
ers of artificial honey now use organic acids in the proc- 
ess. One factory, for instance, uses formic acid, and on 
examination their honey shows no traces of chlorine, while 
formic acid and formides occur in natural honey. Again 
there are starch-syrups in the market that are free from 
H,So,; and makers of artificial honey do not even use 
starch-syrup in their business, for inversion-syrup is but 
slightly more expensive, and can be used for making 
honey with a large margin for profit. Not only does the 
artificial honey of commerce correspond to all require- 
ments, but it even excels natural honey in several respects. 
It is never contaminated by vegetable poisons, while nat- 
ural honey has caused cases of poisoning in a number of 
instances. In order to obtain the aroma of natural honey, 
the manufacturers formerly added a small quantity of the 
strongly smelling natural product, and mixtures of Aqua 
Tilia, Aqua Sambuci, Aqua Rosarum, etc., or alcoholic 
distillates of various plants with pleasant odors. The 
addition of natural honey is no longer in vogue, for one 
can buy a strong honey-essence that not only has the pro- 
nounced odor of flowers, but a marked odor of wax. A 
pollen-flour is also on the market, so that the manufacture 
of honey is now entitely independent of bees, and the ar- 
tificial product in nowise differs from the natural. As 
artificial honey is often sold as natural, and at correspond- 
ingly high prices, the author recommends the manufac- 
ture of honey from glucose in the laboratory, and advo- 
cates an amendment of the pharmacopceal requirements, 
so as to accept artificial honey on a par with the natural. 
There are, however, a series of substances which are pres- 
ent in natural honey and absent in artificial, These are 
certain enzymes, but as yet we cannot distinguish natural 
from artificial honey by any means known to chemistry. 
It is unfair to ask the druggist to buy his honey from the 
wholesale house at exorbitant prices. The wholesaler 
can give him artificial honey, and no one will ever be the 
wiser. Therefore let the druggist make his own honey. 
(June 13.) 
Pharmaceutische Zeitung, June. 

Indicators in Saturation-Analysis. By Otto Schma- 
tolla.—Even the latest text-books speak of the influence 
of carbonic acid on indicators, even in cases where there 
is not the slightest evidence of such influence. The tem- 
perature of the indicator is also very often left out of con- 
sideration, so that some authors declare phenolphthalein, 
the best of indicators, totally inadequate for some analy- 
ses. The author gives an account of some experiments 
which show the extraordinary sensitiveness of phe- 
nolphthalein as an indicator, and demonstrate the fact 
that it is more delicate than methylorange or rosolic acid. 
—(June 1.) 

Formalin-Sulphuric Acid as a Reagent for Alkaloids. 
By Curt Elias—The author found that the following re- 
actions could be obtained with formalin-sulphuric acid: 
Narcotine gives a distinct olive-green color, which passes 
into yellow. The author could not obtain pure papaver- 
ine, and with H,So, got only a weak violet color which 
faded out in 1% hours, while formalin-sulphuric acid 
evoked a wine-red color. The edges became yellow and 
the whole turned a dirty brownish-red and then a deep 
orange. Thebaine, naceine, quinine, cinchonine, quini- 
dine, cinchonidine, arecolin, physostigmine, pilocarpine, 
caffeine, cocaine, brucine, strychnine, hyoscine and atro- 
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pine only gave the ordinary reactions with formalin-sul- 
phuric acid.—(June I.) 


The Determination of Sulphuric Acid in Drinking 
Water. By C. Hartleb—The author found the following 
method of titration more convenient than the ordinary 
volumetric method, and at the same time reliable. After 
having determined by a qualitative test whether the water 
to be tested contains little or much sulphates, 100 Cc. of 
the water are placed in a 300 Cc. flask, and 10, 15 or 20 
Cc. of 1-10 Barium chloride solution are added. Now the 
fluid is heated and boiled for from 4 to 5 minutes. A few 
cubic centimeters of the contents of the flask are now 
filtered off and tested with about 0.5 Cc. of the decinormal 
barium chloride from a burette. If the filtrate contains 
any H,So,, too little barium chloride solution had been 
added at the beginning to the 100 Cc. of water. Hence 
a few cubic centimeters of the barium solution are added 
again to the flask, the contents are boiled once more, and 
a part filtered and again tested as above stated, until 
no H,So, reaction is obtained. All the filtrates are re- 
turned to the original flask, and the test tubes used for 
tentative additions of barium chloride are carefully rinsed 
with distilled water. The amount of barium sulphate is 
now titrated with the aid of empiric potassium chromate 
solution, and with a decinormal AgNo, solution as indi- 
cator. The amount of empiric potassium bichromate so- 
lution used is now reduced to decinormal standard, and 
subtracted from the total decinormal barium chloride 
used up in titration, the difference being that amount of 
barium chloride which was necessary to precipitate the 
H,So, contained in the 100 Cc. of water tested. Multi- 
plied by 0.004, the latter figure gives the corresponding 
amount of H,So, as So,.—( June 22.) 


Pharmaceutische Post, June. 


The Amount of Hydrastin in the Root of Hydrastis. 
By O. Schreiber.—The older and newer statements on the 
amount of hydrastin in the root of golden seal vary con- 
siderably, and in order to determine the true state of this 
question the author examined a large number of speci- 
mens. The latest edition of the German Pharmacopeeia 
requires at least 2 per cent. of hydrastin in the fluid ex- 
tract. This minimal amount has been termed excessive- 
ly high in Merck’s Annual Report (1900, 16). An ex- 
amination of ten samples of hydrastis from as many dif- 
ferent cities convinced the author that the above men- 
tioned requirements were by no means too high, and hy- 
drastes root of such quality as corresponds to the official 
German standard can be bought in the European markets. 
By the displacement process nearly all the hydrastine is 
extracted from the root into the fluid extract. The author 
further suggests the establishment of a maximum limit of 
alkaloid for the fluid extract, as it cannot be a matter of 
indifference to the patient whether the fluid extract con- 
tains 2 or 3 per cent. of hydrastine. The author found 
that many varieties of golden seal root contain 3 and 
even 4 per cent. of alkaloid. On the other hand, the drug 
is often adulterated, so that there have been discovered 
samples containing 50 per cent. of foreign matter. The 
eighth (new) edition of the Austrian Pharmacopeeia will 
probably require 2 per cent. of hydrastine in the official 
fluid extract of golden seal—(June 16.) 

The Pharmaceutical School in Paris—The Post pub- 
lishes a photograph of the front of the buildings of the 
Ecole Supérieure de Pharmacie, of Paris. Graduation 
from an academic college is required for entrance to the 
pharmaceutical schools in France. The course of study 
lasts three years, but the graduate can open a store in any 
part of France or the colonies, and does not need, as in 
Germany, a “concession” from the Government. Many: 
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pharmacists, however, prefer to spend a time in a hospital 
as apothecaries, and to buy a pharmacy that already pos- 
sesses a definite patronage. In addition to chemical lab- 
oratories and corresponding chairs, the Paris school pos- 
sesses also chairs for galenical chemistry, with labora- 
tories specially devoted to galenicals. During the year 
1899-1900 there were in the Paris school 1,784 students, 
of whom there were 22 foreigners and 32 women. Twen- 
ty-two candidates received during the year the degree of 
Doctor of Pharmacy. A recently: published statistical 
table credits the University of Paris with 12,289 students. 
All the universities of France combined have 29,901 stu- 
dents, of whom 2,868 are students of pharmacy. There 
are about 10,000 drug stores in France. In Austria there 
are only 1,500 drug stores and 200 students of pharmacy. 
—(June 16.) 
Pharmaceutical Journal, August. 


On the Determination of Cocaine, Part 1. By W 
Garsed and J. Norman Collie, F.R.S.—The authors study 
the various reactions of pure cocaine and compare its be- 
havior toward various reagents, solvents, etc., with the be- 
havior of the other coca bases toward these reagents. 
Three series of qualitative experiments were made, show- 
ing the behavior of solutions of cocaine hydrochloride in 
different degrees of concentration, as 1 Gm. in 100 Cc., 
1 Gm: in 500 Cc., and 1 Gm. in 1,000 Cc. The only re- 
agents sensitive in a dilution of I in 1,000 were the three 
general alkaloidal reagents—phosphomolybdic acid, iodo- 
potassic iodide and Mayer’s reagent. A series of quan- 
titative experiments were carried out to determine 
whether the reaction with solution of iodine was capable 
of quantitative application. The authors appear to have 
determined to their satisfaction that definite iodine com- 
pounds are formed, and the limits of variation of the 
amount of iodine taken up by the alkaloid are described 
in experiments. The behavior of ecgonine and benzoyl 
ecgonine are also studied, and the authors give the results 
of experiments looking to the determination of cocaine in 
presence of ecgonine and in presence of mixtures of ben- 
zoyl ecgonine and ecgonine.—(Aug. 10.) Continued. 


Artificial Silk. By Arnold R. Tankard, F.C.S. Part 
2.—In the previous installment (AMERICAN DruccISsT, 
August 12, p. 83) the authors describe the artificial silk 
products produced from nitrated cellulose. In the pres- 
ent installment the silks considered are those obtained 
from non-nitrated cellulose. Silk substitutes of animal 
origin are also studied, and the author concludes with a 
description of the physical and chemical properties of ar- 
tificial silks and touching briefly upon dyeing processes 
and the application of the fabrics.—(Aug. 10.) 


Two Years’ Analytical Experience of the Poor Law 
Drug Supply (Ireland). By Chas. R. Tichburne, F.I.C., 
D.I.P.P.H., R.C.S.1—A paper read before the British 
re Conference, Dublin, July, 1901.—(Aug. 
10. 

The Hamamelins of Commerce. By Thomas S. Bar- 
rie, Ph.C., F.C.S.—The author has undertaken the exam- 
ination of various samples of commercial witch hazel ex- 
tracts, known in Great Britain under the name Hama- 
melin. These consist variously of dry extracts of the 
leaves and of the bark of hamamelis, respectively. The 
author’s method of examination consisted of (1) the de- 
termination of the percentage of matter soluble and inso- 
luble in absolute alcohol ; (2) the percentage of matter ex- 
tracted by pure ether ; (3) the ash, and (4) the tannic acid 
contents. Five samples were examined, and the results 
show considerable variation. The sample considered 
most pure was stated to be a very fine leaf extract, rich in 
alcohol-soluble matter and tannic acid representing the 
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following percentages:. (1) Matter soluble in alcohol, 
68.0; insoluble, 31.6; ether solubility, 20.6; ash content, 
3.4; tannic acid content, 10.18. The author leaves the 
question as to whether a leaf or a bark extract is the bet- 
ter therapeutically for medical men to decide. But he 
notes that bark normally contains more tannic acid than 
leaves, and on that account any given extracts should not 
be compared by their acid contents alone.—(Aug. 10.) 


Uniformity in Dispensing. By Arthur L. Doran.—A 
paper read before the British Pharmaceutical Conference, 
Dublin, July, 1901.—(Aug. Io.) 

On the Determination of Cocaine. Part 2. By W. 
Garsed and J. Norman Collie, F.R.S.—In this, the con- 
cluding portion of a rather lengthy article, the authors 
describe their experiments in the determination of cocaine 
in the presence of the other alkaloids found along with it 
and its decomposition products in coca leaves. This ar- 
ticle should be studied in its entirety as it is not well 
adapted for abstracting. 


Chemistry of the Bark of Robinia Pseud-Acacia, By 
Fred’k B. Power, Ph.D.—A paper read before the British 
Pharmaceutical Conference, Dublin, July, 1901, already 
referred to in the AMERICAN Druccist for August 12, 
I90I, p. 91.—(Aug. 17.) 

Pharmaceutical Era, Auzust. 


Smith vs. the Tomahawk; or, a Libel Suit Which 
Didn’t Come Off. By Thersites Mendax.—A smartly 
written piece of fiction in which the medical editor of a 
country newspaper, a druggist and a doctor all figure. 


A Drug Clerk’s Talk With His Fellow Clerks. By J. 
P.—In the course of a chatty and entertaining article the 
author touches upon many of the little ways in which a 
drug clerk can advance himself in the estimation of his 
employer. His advice in one place is not to stand idly by 
and watch the shelves fill up with accumulations of an- 
cient patents, etc. Every patent has its day, and when 
this class of goods begins to look soiled and veteran get 
rid of it as soon as possible. Don’t hesitate to hand out a 
veteran patent when you can honestly do so, says the au- 
thor. “I often have calls for a good liniment, and in 
such a case I open a bottle of one that perhaps still car- 
ries a Civil War revenue stamp, transfer the contents to 
one of our own bottles and pass the liniment out as one 
just compounded, always obtaining the price of the orig- 
inal patent for it, likewise with calls for liver 
pills, cathartics, etc. You have pills in your pill case you 
can never sell otherwise.” This advice savors a good 
deal of incitement to substitution of a particularly objec- 
tionably character, but J. P. salves his conscience with the 
statement that he only resorts to this method with very 
old timers. “If a person requests you to compound a 
something for a certain little imaginary ailment, look 
wise, ask a few questions bearing on the case, and then 
proceed to open a bottle of one of the old timers you be- 
lieve will strike his case.” This sounds like incitement 
to counter prescribing, and counter prescribing of a kind 
that will hardly reflect credit on the druggist who practices 
It. 


Bulletin of Pharmacy, August.—Continued from page 119. 


How to Make a Drug Store Pay. By A. B. Bur- 
rows.—The author recounts his personal experience when 
he first entered the business, and follows this with some 
sound advice based on his own successful methods of 
conducting business. 


A Soda Window.—Loren D. Larkin describes a win- 
dow display of various syrups and flavors which was 
successful in creating a demand, and the article is illus- 
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trated with a half-tone engraving from a photograph 
showing the display. 

Twenty Soda Water “ DONT’S.” By M. K. Barber.— 
This is a useful and suggestive series of cautionady par- 
agraphs of advice for druggists who conduct a soda foun- 
tain. 


Prescription Refilling. By Joseph Hostelley—The 
author lays stress upon the importance of having a mix- 
ture alike in every detail whenever it is renewed, and 
names certain precautions which should be observed in 
preventing dissimilarities of appearance. 


American Journal of Pharmacy, August. 


Rotation of the Plane of Polarization by Mixtures. 
By W. Porter Beck.—The author describes a series of ex- 
periments the results of which seem to prove that sub- 
stances physically mixed together preserve their optical 
rotating properties independently of each other. 

International Pharmaceutical Congresses. By Fr. 
Hoffmann.—The present installment deals with the St. 
Petersburg Congress of 1874, the London Congress of 
1881 and the Brussels Congress of 1885. The article is 
to be continued. 

The Story of the Papaw. By F. B. Kilmer.—This 
contribution concludes the extended but interesting ar- 
ticle begun in a previous number of this journal. The au- 
thor has never been able to obtain the glucosidal body 
caricin except from the seed, in which it is fairly abun- 
dant. The author describes the majority of the prepara- 
tions on the market which claim to be the active constitu- 
ent of the milk juice as consisting merely of the dried 
exudation which little or no effort has been made to 
purify. Even the best of the market preparations was 
found by the author to contain some insoluble globulins 
and an appreciable amount of peptone. He describes the 
character of the digestive action of the ferment, showing 
the varying conditions under which it acts and the simi- 
larity of the products resulting from digestion by means 
of the principle of the papaw and by means of erypsin and 
pepsin. 

A Rapid Method for Determining the Value of 
Chromic Acid and the Soluble Chromates. By Lyman 
F. Kebler.—The method is an improvement on‘that of A. 
du Pasquier, and is carried out as follows: Dissolve about 
I Gm. (accurately weighed) in enough distilled water to 
make exactly 100 Cc. Of this solution transfer 20 Cc. 
into a porcelain evaporating dish containing 75 Cc. of 
water, add 2 Gms. of potassium iodide, 15 Cc. of 10 per 
cent. sulphuric acid and mix well. Then add, from a 
burette, N/1o sodium thiosulphate until a distinct blue 
color, without yellowish cast, results, or the end may be 
determined by means of a starch solution. ' 

Western Druggist, August. 

Dry Medication: Its Therapeutics and Pharmacy. By 
C. S. H. Hallberg.-—The author reviews in didactic man- 
ner the various forms of dry medication in general use 
and characterizes the compressed tablet as the least desir- 
able form of dry medication. 
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FOR HEARTBURN. 
Professor Pel’s mixture for heartburn consists of : 


Parts 
BOG. DICHEMONATC. ooo. oc vic cosdccccceccéceccoes 100 
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SOGETT DEOONIGG 6 i056 occ ccccc ccc bicccet vieeasces sees 100 
Bismuth carbonate. .........ccceccccccccccsccccees 50 
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Oil of fennel, q. 8. to flavor, or say, 3 drops to the 
ounce of mixture. 


Half to a teaspoonful two hours after meals. 

















CARIES OF THE TEETH. 
The Electrical vs. the Chemical Theory of Decay. 





It is a very generally accepted view that caries of the 
teeth is due primarily to the solvent action of acid on the 
enamel, which exposes the dentine to the action of certain 
pathogenic bacteria. When caries makes its appearance 
in a cavity which has already been excavated and filled 
it is called secondary or recurrent caries, and some differ- 
ence of opinion seems to exist among members of the 
dental profession as to the real causative factor in the re- 
currence of the disease. At a meeting of the New York 
Odontological Society, held at the Academy of Medicine 
in this city a short time ago, Dr. S. B. Palmer, of Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., presented a paper in support of a certain 
electrical theory of caries as referring to decay of the 
teeth which elicited an interesting discussion participated 
in among others by Prof. Virgil Coblentz, of the New 
York College of Pharmacy, and Thomas J. Keenan, asso- 
ciate editor of the AMERICAN DRUuGGIST. 

The following extracts from Dr. Palmer’s paper, 
which bore the somewhat irrelevant title “ Chemistry of 
Organized Life,” will serve to set forth the main conten- 
tions of the paper, which, by the way, had little to do with 
the chemistry of decay of the teeth: 

My own belief is that caries is a disease and constitu- 
tional, and therefore comes under chemistry of life as well 
as physics. Had not the electrical theory of caries rested 
upon the natural law, it could not have survived the ob- 
jections that have been directed against it. The produc- 
tion of the pulp which directs the construction of its spe- 
cial tooth in the dental arch is done by energy, and that 
energy is what I call life energy—organized electricity. 
Enamel as well as dentine is under life influence. As will 
be generally understood when facts are known thermal 
changes are the cause of recurrent dental caries which is 
limited to teeth that are not fully calcified. The secret 
of the electrical theory lies in its relation to the living or- 
gans of the body. Man receives his physical and mental 
energy from “ hitherto unknown principles” included in 
electrical chemistry. By the influence of this energy 
atoms unite to form molecules and innumerable com- 
pounds. Man is an organized living galvanic cell, and the 
vital energy (electric) in store is brain and muscle to be 
expended for mental or physical labor. The sense of 
taste is evidence of electric currents of low voltage gen- 
erated in the mouth by contact with saliva and other sub- 
stances. 

Dr. Palmer summed up the effects of wearing metal 
lates in the mouth by stating that when gold is immersed 
in a liquid (the saliva, for instance) the metal is charged 
with electricity or becomes one pole of a battery. From 
the time a gold filling is inserted into the teeth of children 
the tissues become paralyzed and receive no more lime 
salts. The thermal changes effected interfere with the 
functions of the pulp like the action of an acid in a cavity. 
The current of electricity reverses Nature’s current and 
causes absorption of lime salts. 

Professor Coblentz, who was introduced and asked 
to participate in the discussion, said the author of the 
paper was evidently very much under the influence of 
electric theories. In the first place, the electric theory 
as a cause of vital energy has long been demonstrated 
as fanciful. Had the author consulted the later writings 
of Fflueger or Loew he would never have made such 
statements. The latter authority explains that living 
protoplasm is an organized proteid whose vital energy 
depends on its chemical characters. The dead proto- 
plasm molecule is chemically stable while the living 
closely resemble chemical labile bodies. Death then 
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is a transformation from the labile to a stable form 
of the proteid molecule. Labile substances possess cer- 
tain atoms in an unstable position which under the 
influence of heat are brought into oscillation. In con- 
sequence of this chemical reactions are hastened in pro- 
toplasm and sensitive substances are brought into a con- 
dition of greater reactive ability toward air (oxygen). 
The living proteids should be pictured as relatively 
stable skeletons or frameworks in which certain labile 
atoms are in a state of pendulum-like oscillation. 

As to Dr. Palmer’s assertion that chemical affinities 
and actions are due to polarity of the elements, this very 
old theory of Berzelius answers in the comparative de- 
scriptions of the affinities of the alkalies and halogens, 
but it was well known that the laws of mass action and 
thermo-chemistry were the only rational tenable theories. 
Again, the metallic taste of beer and ale when drank 
from pewter mugs was ascribed to electric action. Dr. 
Coblentz failed to see where the current came from. 
The taste referred to, as is well known, is due to the 
presence of lactic, acetic and other acids present exerting 
a very slight solvent action on the metal. 

Referring to the statement that electric currents are 
generated during the process of mastication through the 
friction of gold fillings, Dr. Coblentz pointed out that 
for the production of thermo-currents we must have 
end contact between two different metals, and this point 
must be either heated or cooled. The views that organic 
matter was a conductor for the current and that the solid 
tooth substance was an electrolyte and that a gold plate 
alone of itself would generate galvanic currents were, 
in his opinion, erroneous. . 

Mr. Keenan, upon being asked to discuss the paper, re- 
marked that Professor Coblentz had carried his hearers. 
as far into the domain of speculation in the theories of 
the higher organic chemistry as Dr. Palmer had with his. 
electrical theories. While admitting the fact that elec- 
tricity played a considerable part in chemical action, and 
that our knowledge of the subject was constantly being 
added to, he could not subscribe to the electrical theory 
of dental caries. He said it was now fairly well estab- 
lished that caries was the result of a primary fermentative 
process. The mouth represented a fairly well equipped 
chemico-physiological laboratory, besides being an admi- 
rable breeding ground for micro-otganisms. By the 
ptyalin of the saliva starchy food particles embedded in 
the cavities or interstides of the teeth are converted into 
sugar. A non-pathogenic micro-organism converts this 
sugar into lactic acid, which combines with the lime salts. 
of the teeth (the enamel), exposing the dentine to the in- 
vasion of bacteria which destroy it by a peptonizing proc- 
ess, the bacteria using the soft dentine as a food material. 
The process was thus a parasitico-chemical one, and he 
was convinced that electricity had nothing whatever to 
do with it. The very fact that caries seldom appears un- 
der the metallic filling, but almost invariably on the mar- 
gins of the teeth, was sufficient in his opinion to dispose of 
the electrical theory. Mr. Keenan said that, so far as he 
was concerned, Dr. Palmer had failed to prove his case, or 
the soundness of his theory, and nothing had been ad- 
vanced likely to alter his (Mr. Keenan’s) views regard- 
ing the real cause of decay of the teeth. 

The paper was further discussed by members of the 
society, who were, however, unable to bring forward any 
fresh evidence in support of Dr. Palmer’s theory. 





In its present form there is no page of the AMERICAN Drve- 
61st to which the busy dispenser can turn that will not give 
him some useful knowledge bearing on the progress of science, 
or some practical advice concerning his business relations. 

Joun A. Foore. 

Georgetown University, Washington, D. C. 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to cails for information on all pharmaceutic matters, 





Granular Effervescent Preparations.— W. P. 
T. asks us to publish a general process for the preparation 
of granular effervescent salts, list of apparatus that may 
be required and formulas. 

The subject of effervescent powders is very fully 
treated in the revised edition of the National Formulary, 
directions for the trituration of the ingredients and a full 
line of formulas being given. 


Silver Polishing Cream. C. R. G. desires a for- 
mula for a silver polishing cream that will yield a smooth 
uniform mixture, permanent and satisfactory. 

Preparations of this class consist essentially of mix- 
tures of precipitated chalk, ammonia and alcohol, and 
the density of the cream can be regulated by the addition 
of more or less of the chalk or of the water. The editor 
of “ Pharmaceutical Formulas ” vouches for the follow- 
ing as excellent: 
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It is evident that the foregoing will not keep its pasty 
consistence very long, since the chalk will soon deposit 
on standing. If, however, soap (curd or the ordinary 
white variety), be dissolved in the water, in sufficient 
amount, say I ounce of soap to 4 ounces of water, a nice 
cream will result. 


Varnish Remover and Polister—C. F. J. 
writes: “ Will you kindly publish a formula for a varnish 
remover ; also a compound for cleansing and polishing a!] 
varnished surfaces? ” 

For removing varnish from hard woods where burn- 
ing-off is not practicable owing to the resulting discolora- 
tion of the wood, various alkalies are used. The prepara- 
tion that works best and is most generally used by paint- 
ers is a thick grayish paint-like substance that seems to 
be composed of strong potash lye with enough whiting 
mixed with it to give it a paint-like consistency. A little 
experimenting on your part will determine the strength of 
lye necessary, as well as the proper amount of whiting to 
use. The compound is sold under various names in cans 
of all sizes. It is applied to the varnished surface with a 
brush and allowed to stand a few minutes, and is then 
scraped off and the varnish comes off with it. If the body 
ef varnish is extra heavy a second application is some- 
times necessary. Only old brushes should be used in ap- 
plying it, as it destroys the bristles. After the varnish is 
all removed the wood must be thoroughly washed off and 
allowed to become absolutely dry before the application of 
any other varnish. 

For cleansing and polishing varnished surfaces, a fur- 
niture polish composed of equal parts of raw linseed oil, 
turpentine and dilute acetic acid works well. Furniture 
dealers and makers seldom use anything but crude petro- 
leum for furbishing up new furniture or varnished work. 
The acetic acid mixture works best on old work, as aside 
from its detergent properties the acetic acid has a tend- 
ency to soften up the resin of the varnish and thus cover 
up cracked varnish surfaces. 


To Dececio-- Elixir of Three Phos phates.— 
J]. S. writes: “‘ Would you kindly describe a method of de- 
colorizing elixir of iron, quinine and strychnine phos- 
phate, which has become darkened from exposure to 
light?” 





We know of no way in which elixir of the three phos- 
phates which has become darkened through exposure to 
light may be decolorized. It is possible that filtering the 
elixir through freshly calcined animal charcoal might 
clear it a little, and it may be worth trying if you have 
any considerable quantity of the elixir on hand. The 
change being a chemical one there does not seem to be 
much hope of remedying it. 


White Tooth Powder and Paste — J. R. C— 
A good white tooth powder may be made by taking pre- 
cipitated chalk twenty pounds, florentine orris two 
pounds, castile soap one pound, and mixing thoroughly. 
For a paste, the powder should be mixed with sufficient 
strained white clover honey. Do not use glycerin for 
massing, as it is impossible to keep it in either pot or tube, 
the glycerin constantly oozing out. If the paste is to be 
potted it must needs be of a much firmer consistence than 
if it is to be put up intubes. The flavor may be anything 
desired ; if wintergreen, use an ounce of pure oil of win- 
tergreen or black birch to each five pounds of powder or 
ga The synthetic oil lacks the fine flavor of the true 
oil. 

Elixirs of Lactated Pepsin.— “ Pharmacopeia ” 
asks us to name the processes of preparation for elixirs of 
lactated pepsin with gentian and ferric chloride, phos- 
phate of iron, quinine and strychnine, and with bismuth. 
These elixirs may be prepared as follows: 


ELIXIR LACTATED PEPSIN. 
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Triturate the lactated pepsin with part of the elixir to 
a smooth paste, add the remaining elixir, and set aside to 
macerate for twenty-four hours and then filter. Color a 
deep red with tincture of cudbear. 
ELIXIR LACTATED PEPSIN WITH GENTIAN AND TINCTURE 


OF IRON. 
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Mix sec art.; macerate twenty-four hours and filter. 
The color of this elixir is a deep brown. 

The elixir of lactated pepsin with phosphate iron, 
quinine and strychnine may be made by macerating five 
drachms of lactated pepsin with a pint of elixir of phos- 
phate of iron, quinine and strychnine of any desired make 
or formula and filtering after twenty-four hours. This 
elixir, however, should be of a light greenish-yellow color. 
Most, some aver all, the light yellowish-green elixirs of 
iron, quinine and strychnine on the market are elixirs of 
pyrophosphate of iron, quinine and strychnine masquer- 
ading under the former name, and you will be 
able to make a more satisfactory preparation by using the 
N. F. formula for the pyrophosphate elixir as a basis for 
the preparation. All the elixirs named are best made with 
simple orange elixir instead of the blended flavors pre- 


scribed by the Pharmacopceia and National Formulary. | 


A very good formula is: Alcohol, 1 part; syrup, 1 part; 
water, 2 parts; and freshly made tincture aurantii dulcis, 
U.S. P., 10 per cent.; the latter being made by grating 
the required amount of yellow peel from the finest 
oranges obtainable and macerating it in the alcohol for 
twenty-four hours. The Pharmacopeeia directs that the 
peel be cut from the fruit, but grating is better, as then 
the oil cells are more thoroughly broken up. 
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BUSINESS BUILDING. 


Conducted by U. G. Manning. 
The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements, 
suggest improvements, and answer all questions coming 
within the scope of this department. 


152 


MAKE STORES DISTINCTIVE. 


HERE is not enough attention paid to making drug 
stores conspicuous and distinctive. In strange 
towns one often has to pass along a street peering into ali 
stores in order to find a drug store. Not only should the 
character of the store be made apparent for the attraction 
of transients, but stores should also be made distinctive in 
order to make it easy for local patrons to find them. 

Often you find two or three drug stores in one city 
block all similar in appearance, so similar that abstracted 
or unobserving people no doubt frequently mistake one for 
the other. If possible, by signs, emblems, lights, design 
of store front, distinctive color of paint, or other expedi- 
ents, stores should be made to stand out from among 
their fellows. Go across the street and examine your 
front in comparison with its surroundings. Look at it 
from the sky-line down and see what it needs to make it 
different from the rest. Note also any good opportunities 
that may exist for sign advertising on the front or top of 
building. ~Then go down street and approach your store 
on your own side of the thoroughfare, noting how far the 
presence of the store is discernible. Then plan to so ar- 
range things that people who pass will be made conscious 
of the fact that they are passing a drug store and your 
store at that. Don’t forget the people who pass in the 
street or upon the opposite sidewalk. 

The inside of the store can be made distinctive also, 
and it is a good plan to adopt a distinctive color of wrap- 
ping paper, twine, cartons and wrappers of specialties, 
letter and bill heads, etc. This is now widely done, and in 
addition the color can often be used in trimming the store 
or be extended to the paint upon the front or the globes 
of window or street lights. Each man must rely upon his 
own resources to make his store distinctive externally, be- 
cause the important factor is contrast, and this depends 
upon the character of the surroundings. For those who 
can afford it an excellent expedient for arresting the at- 
tention of passers-by is to have a large brass or iron plate 
set into the sidewalk. This plate, which can well be in 
the form of a mortar, can have in relief the outlines of the 
mortar and the firm name. The feet of passers keep the 
raised part polished. A simple variation of this is to have 
a large stencil made embodying a similar design and paint 
this on the sidewalk at frequent intervals. This is, of 
course, merely one more place for a sign; others should 
not be lacking in the usual places. 





The Prize Advertisement. 


The American Druggist offers a prize of books to the 
value of $2, each issue, for the best retail druggist’s ad- 
vertisement. The prize is this time awarded to H. M. 
Hitchcock & Co., Redwood Falls, Mich. 





CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 


Ep1Tor BUSINESS BUILDING: 

We inclose the first five of a series of advertisements 
which we have been using. They are somewhat different 
in plan, both in topic and arrangement, from any others we 
have seen. 
local page of paper. 

Redwood Falls. 


They occupy most prominent arrangement on 
H. M. Hitcucock & Co. 
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These are well written ads, and, as a change from the 
ordinary stereotyped styles, are apt to attract attention and 
a reading. The series began with one on the subject of 
the “Ideal Advertisement.” In each of the series sub- 
mitted some other “ ideal” is treated in conjunction with 
a panel devoted to an item of store news. The plan of in- 
dicating that each ad is one of a series is good and will 
help to attract readers. For continuous use it is doubt- 
ful whether ads of this character will be as effective as 
those devoted wholly to goods. <A judicious mixture of 
general talk with straight merchandise advertising is ad- 
visable, but as a general rule the former must be subordi- 
nated to the latter or people will tire. 


ss SF SF 
Insuring Attention. 


M. H. Goodale & Co., Battle Creek, Mich., have made 
certain by use of a unique cover that a booklet recently is- 
sued will receive attention. The book is well written, 
and its attractiveness is further increased by some half- 





a ot hae as noes et Pre, 


The latest additions to the Science of Pharmacy, improved 
materials and methods, discoveries or developments that add toits 4 
usefulness, may be made use of 
at Redwood Falls as well as at 
any other place on the globe 

This is made possible largely” 
through the medium of Drug 
Journals where these things are 
promptly reported. 

In accordance with the pur- 
pose of omitting no opportunity 
of improvement that will benefit 
our patrons, it has long been our 
custom to roceive these journals 
weekly and monthly from several 
of the principal centers of pharma- 
ceutical education. 

Other important features ot our 
business will be voted in follow- 
ing uumbers of this series of ad. 


H. M. Hitchcock, vertisements. 


THE OPTICIAN.: | Hi. M. HITGHGOGK & GO, 
RELIABLE DRUGGISTS. 
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Eye Strain 





resulting in easy tiring of 
eyes, blurring of vision, head- 
achees, 


soreness, etc., can 


etstahesheh ch sh thatactad 


nearly always be entirely re- 
lieved by the use of properly 


fitting glasses, and in no 
other way. 

Good value in the relief of 
eye stuain is guaranteed by 
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The Pr ize Advertisement. 


tones of the exterior and interior of the store in the inside 
pages. ‘The cover bears in the upper left hand corner the 
cut of a man’s face, in the lower right hand corner a glass 
of soda appears. In the center an oval has been cut 
through the cover, exposing a view of the inside title- 
page on which appears a cut of the new Post Tavern in 
which the store is located. Across this oval opening 
from the face of the man to the glass of soda extends a 
broom straw which has been thrust through from the in- 
side of the cover. This illustrates the accompanying 
wording, “ This straw shows where the soda goes.”’ The 
oval cut from the cover has been printed as follows and is 
inclosed in the book: 
Present this check 

at Goodale’s Palace Pharmacy, Post Tavern Corner, 

when buying anything at the fountain, and it will be 

accepted as cash in payment for another order costing 
the same amount. 

The somewhat ambiguous wording of the card is apt 
to interfere with its usefulness. It cost considerable to 
get out this book, but the probabilities are that all the cost 
was justified. A book of this kind will usually pay where 
a more economical one would fail. 
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News and Notes of the N. A. R. D. 


THE N. A. R. D. OUTLOOK. 


Prospects of Decisive Work at Buffalo—Review of the Work Done 
—What the Retailer Needs—The Lines Being Drawn Tighter. 








There is a feeling in the air that at the coming annual meet- 
ing of the National Association of Retail Druggists at Buffalo, 
October 10, 11 and 12, action will be taken by the druggists 
of the country which will bring the fight between the great 
body of the retailers and the smaller coterie of cutters to a 
focus. 

As a result of this condition an unusually large attendance 
is looked for, and the estimate of delegates to be present is 
confidently placed at between 300 and 400. Secretary Woodin 
is now reported to be busy on his final instructions regarding 
the meeting to the heads of the various affiliated associations, 
and at any day they may receive the detailed plans. 

It is estimated that the attendance from New York State 
this year will be unusually large. The State Pharmaceutical, 
the Manhattan Pharniaceutical, the Kings County, the Greater 
New York and other associations are all expected to send big 
delegations. ‘The various little local associations, not being 
affiliated with the National body, will not be represented as 
such, but many of their members, who belong to the other 
bodies, will be present. 

As for the question of transportation arrangements, no New 
Yorker is on the Transportation Committee, but it is expected 
that an Executive Committee from the various local associa- 
tions will take up this matter and see that delegates are fully 
informed as to the best, cheapest and most convenient methods 
to reach the convention city long before the date of the meet- 
ing. 

Not quite so much attention, it is thought, will be paid this 
year to lavish entertainments, taking up time that the earnest 
members of the association wish to devote to work. It has 
been suggested to the local association having the question of 
entertainment in hand that, as there is so much important 
business to come before the association, the entertaining of 
the delegates be arranged so as not to interfere with the busi- 
ness part of the convention. Instead, that the time be devoted 
to solid business, so that the delegates will remain and take 
part in questions in which they are vitally interested. 

“There is not the slightest doubt,” said President W. C. 
Anderson to an AMERICAN DRuGGIST representative, “ that 
the coming meeting is the most important one the N. A. R. D. 
has ever held. 

“Up to the meeting in Detroit our plans were simply under 
preparation. This year there has been an actual test of their 
efficiency, and it is for the delegates to decide at the next meet- 
ing whether the tripartite plan in operation since January 1 
has given or can give the retail druggists of the country the 
relief they desire and which they are working so hard to ob- 
ee The Worcester plan will be brought forward and proposed 
without a doubt, and the all important question at the meet- 
ing will be whether the present plan will be continued or 
whether it is necessary to introduce something in addition to 
make the work more effective. 

“The delegates from New York State and New York City— 
in fact, from almost all over the Eastern section—realize, I be- 
lieve, that there must be some changes in the present system 
in order to bring about desired results, although from this I 
do not mean to have it inferred that much good has not already 
been accomplished. There has been. 

“JT have no doubt the cutters’ association—the drug mer- 
chants of New York—would be glad to see the present system 
continued, for up to this time it has benefited them more than 
it has the retail druggists, who have formed into local asso- 
ciations and worked hard and earnestly to better their condi- 
tions. The cutters have been able to advance their prices, 
while they still evidently buy at the lowest possible figures, and 
yet at the same time they sell at somewhat less than the price 
schedule quoted and adopted by the retail associations.” 
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“To what do you attribute 
the cutters’ ability to obtain 
goods?” President Anderson 
was asked. 

“To the non-support of some of the jobbers, and in quite 
a number of instances to the proprietors themselves.” 

“Statements have been made by cutters that retailers them- 
selves have acted as go-betweens in securing goods for the 
cutters.” 

“T do not take much stock in those stories. I believe the 
rank and file of the retail trade are true to their colors.” 

“Ts it probable,” asked the reporter, “that the names of 
those who have failed to live up to their agreements and de- 
tails of their acts will be read at the meetings, or have the 
various committees handled such cases as they went along, 
arguing and urging or otherwise endeavoring to bring offend- 
ers to see the errors of their ways?” 

“T am sorry to say that the latter has been the method 
adopted,” said Professor Anderson. “There has been much 
shifting about, and methods have been indecisive. Dealing 
with violations has not been marked with the firmness neces- 
sary, and I hope and believe a policy will be adopted at the 
meeting whereby the proprietors of the country will be given 
a last opportunity to protect their interests with the retail 
trade. 

“T believe that the jobbers should be protected and given 
their share, but that the proprietors and retailers must come 
closer together in the operations of plans of the future. 

“TI go to the meeting with definite ideas and plans on this 
subject, and I am confident that the entire New York delega- 
tion share my views. We believe the time has come for a 
definite stand on certain matters and we will make it. There 
is likely to be some plain talking done, for we believe that the 
retailer, with such a power as this organization is behind him, 
can better his condition materially and that the time has come 
for him to do it.” 

Considerable comment has been aroused by the action of a 
drug publication which has seen fit to editorially comment on 
the Worcester plan. Its comment has been of an adverse 
character, but adverse or otherwise it is held that until the 
delegates at the convention have decided on the plan or its 
rejection it is only fair that their minds should be free and 
unbiased on the subject. 





THE WORK IN THE WEST. 


N. A. R. D. Gaining Rapidly in the West—Evidences of Appreci- 
ation from Wisconsin—Views of Mr. Voegeli—Many County 
Organizations in Working Order—Notes of the Organizers and 
the Organizations. 





Chicago, Sept. 2.—President Walter H. Gale, of the Illinois 
Pharmaceutical Association, has returned from a long trip 
through the extreme West. While traveling he says he found 
that the National Association of Retail Druggists is rapidly 
gaining ground throughout the West. Mr. Gale is one of the 
most active workers in the local ranks of the National Asso- 
ciation of Retail Druggists and is at the head of the work of 
organizing the first district. 


RESULTS ACCOMPLISHED IN THE WEST. 


Thomas V. Wooten, national secretary, is also very much 
pleased with the progress of the work of organizing branches 
of the N. A. R. D. He says that the prospects are bright in 
all quarters. As an illustration of what the N. A. R. D. is 
accomplishing in its quiet, unostentatious way for the less 
populous as well as the more densely populated communities 
the case of Nicolet County, Minn., may be cited. There are, 
only six druggists in the county, but in conformity with the 
present method of the N. A. R. D. organization work this 
county received attention in its regular order. Mr. Post, an 
organizer for the N. A. R. D., formed an association of the 
Nicolet County druggists at St. Peter, August 25, the entire six 
being present. Finding that the prices on counter goods in 
that county were lower than in any other county in South- 
eastern Minnesota, he advised the local association to advance 
the prices on these articles and establish uniformity, which 
plan was agreed upon at the meeting, and has since been car- 
ried out to the great satisfaction of all concerned. 

P. W. Satory, of St. Peter, was elected president; C. W. 
Ray, of Nicolet, vice-president; J. O. Poetz, of St. Peter, secre- 
tary, and C. H. Clark, also of St. Peter, treasurer. Resolutions 
were passed condemning the action of certain manufacturers 
in keeping up prices of their goods after the internal revenue 
tax was repealed. 
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WISCONSIN DRUGGISTS APPRECIATIVE, 


Many letters are being received at N. A. R. D. headquarters 
similar to the following from President Horace G. Stone, of 
the Racine County, Wis., Retail Druggists’ Association: * Al- 
low me for our association to accept your kind words of wel- 
come to the fellowship of the N. A. R. D. We are very much 
pleased with what has been accomplished so far, and hope 
that in the future our lot will be less oppressive and more 
justly remunerative than in the. past. All thanks to the N. A. 
R. D.” The other officers of the association are Mr. Prasch, 
Burlington, vice-president; A. Holmberg, Racine, secretary; 
W. L. Spencer, Racine, treasurer. The organization includes 
the proprietors of nineteen out of the twenty drug stores in the 
county and was organized by Geo. W. Schodde, a representa- 
tive of the N. A. R. D. 

Copies of a 32-page schedule of prices on counter goods, 
surgical dressings, mineral waters, proprietaries, pharmaceuti- 
cals and everything upon which druggists are likely to dis- 
agree as to prices may be secured of Thos. V. Wooten, 153 
Lasalle street, Chicago, at 10 cents per copy. The list is very 
complete and contains blank pages for additions, changes suit- 
able to the particular locality, ete. Every member of every 
druggists’ association should have one of these with the prices 
changed to suit the members of his local association. It is a 
pronounced success wherever used and has been extremely 
valuable in correcting the bad trade conditions of many com- 
munities. 

VIEWS OF MR. VOEGELI. 


The following letter from Thos. Voegeli, of Minneapolis, is 
self-explanatory and voices the need of the hour—organization: 

Jos. R. Noel, M.D., 

General Organizer, N. A. R. D., 
Chicago. 

Dear Sir: 

Yours of the Sth to hand and noted. Organization and 
affiliation with the N. A. R. D. should be the rallying cry 
of the executive officers of the N. A. R. D. until every one 
of the 38,000 druggists in the United States has identified 
himself some way with the N. A. R. D., and I am much 
pleased to learn that efforts are being made to interest the 
druggists in the smaller towns and country districts in 
this great work, which, if carried to its logical conclusion, 
will again give to the druggist the station in life to which 
he is entitled. 

Let no man delude himself that we ever can win the 
victory by allowing the few leaders to do the fighting if 
the balance not only refuse to give their financial and moral 
assistance to the cause, but deliberately find fault with 
everything that is done by the leaders in the fight. Victory 
can only come by an overwhelming majority of druggists 
pulling together and all in the same direction. It is only 
then that the manufacturer and the jobber will listen to us 
and will be honest in carrying out their agreements with 
us, 

The Minneapolis Association is an outcome of the N. A. 
R. D., as we had no association up to that time. All price 
difficulties have since been adjusted between the depart- 
ment stores and druggists. and our list has been in force 
with entirely satisfactory results since June 1, 1901. 

Druggists are doing better than in years and the de- 
partment stores are much pleased at the profits which 
their drug departments now show. I am a firm believer 
in the ability of every local association settling the price 
difficulties prevailing in their respective locality, and in 
proof of that assertion I cite to you Minneapolis, where, up 
to a year ago, price demoralization was equal to that of 
any city in the country. 

Since the above letter was written a price schedule has 
been adopted in St. Paul, and so far excellent results have been 
experienced. 

A MISSOURI DRUGGIST HEARD FROM 


At a meeting of the Retail Druggists’ Association of Marion 
County, Mo., held in the city of Hannibal on May 20, the fol- 
lowing was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That it is the desire of this association that the 
advance in price made by certain manufacturers of proprietary 
medicines on account of the stamp tax shall be promptly de- 
ducted and the original price restored upon the repeal of the 
internal revenue law. Signed—J. B. Brown, president; A. R. 
Ayres, secretary. 


EVERY DRUGGIST IN THE COUNTY JOINS 


An enthusiastic meeting of the druggists of Carroll County, 
Ill., occurred August 22 at Savanna, when they were organized 
into an association and became affiliated with the N. A. R. D., 
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which was represented by George R. Quarles. The secretary, 
William G. Law, of Savanna, writes as follows: 

My hope has been at last realized and the Carroll County 
Druggists’ Association is a “ real living thing,” and I hope 
will continue to be as healthy as it now appears. We have 
cutting at but one place in the county and the cutters are 
both in. I have asked the president to call a meeting at 
once, and I think everything can be adjusted readily. We 
thank you for your kindly interest. 

Every druggist in the county joined the association, and 
they chose as their officers: F. G. Edwards, Mt. Carroll, presi- 
dent; Wm. G. Law, Savanna, secretary; John C. Moyer, Shan- 
non, treasurer. The following resolution was passed: 

“ Resolved, That this association through its proper officers 
requests through the N. A. R. D. that all manufacturers of 
proprietary preparations, who have not done so, shall reduce 
the price on all goods to the prices in vogue prior to the stamp 
tax.” 

NEW YORKERS IN LINE. 


The Chautauqua County (N. Y.) Retail Druggists’ Associa- 
tion was organized and became affiliated with the N. A. R. D. 
through Organizer E. C. Bottume, August 8, at Jamestown. 
Forty druggists in the county became members. The follow- 
ing officers were elected to serve until the second Tuesday in 
September, 1902: Fred FE. Hatch, Jamestown, president; H. P. 
Monroe, Dunkirk, first vice-president; A. H. Saxton, Sherman, 
second vice-president; C. A. Swanson, Jamestown, secretary; 
Harold Le F. Brown, Jamestown, treasurer. 


Local Associations Organize. 


A. A. Broadie, of Waverly, Ia., whom delegates to the last 
N. A. R. D. convention will remember, was elected president 
of the Bremer County (la.) Druggists’ Association, which was 
organized by W. W. Weeks, of the N. A. R. D., August 28. G. 
A. Shores was elected vice-president; B. E. Farrand, of Sum- 
ner, secretary, and A. Stevenson, of Tripoli, treasurer. The 
ten druggists of the county joined the association. 


Eleven druggists of Dearborn County, Ind., formed an asso- 
ciation and affiliated with the N. A. R. D., August 9. W. W. 
Weeks, an organizer for the N. A. R. D., was instrumental in 
getting them together. The officers elected were as follows: 
J. A. Riddell, Aurora, president; C. W. Fitch, Lawrenceburg, 
vice-president; John Ullrich, Aurora, secretary; A. H. Dietrich, 
Lawrenceburg, treasurer. Several previous attempts at or- 
ganization had been made, but the plans fell through for one 
reason or another. It was voted to sell proprietaries at full 
prices beginning with August 12. Prices have been 75 and 
80 cents on the dollar articles for some time. The proximity 
of this place to Cincinnati makes the action all the more inter- 
esting, and it is exceedingly gratifying to the officials to learn 
that the very centers of the cut-rate movements are feeling the 
effect of the N. A. R. D. tidal wave. The following resolution 
was passed by unanimous vote: ‘“ Be it resolved by the Dear- 
born County Retail Druggists’ Association that the officers be 
instructed to use their influence through the N. A. R. D. for a 
reduction in the price of those proprietaries that were ad- 
vanced under the stamp act.” 


August 12 the druggists of Clinton County, Mich., were 
organized into an association with 13 members by Fred C. 
Vincent, an organizer for the N. A. R. D. The following offi- 
cers were elected: President, A. S. Fieden, St. Johns; first 
vice-president, G. E. Geron, Ovid; second vice-president, J. P. 
Bertram, Westphalia; secretary, Chas. P. Baker, St. Johns; 
treasurer, C. E. Van Sickle, St. Johns. The following resolution 
was adopted: “ Resolved by the druggists of Clinton County, in 
convention assembled, that whereas the N.A.R.D.was the chief 
instrument in securing the repeal of the war stamp tax, and 
whereas, this association is a component part of the N. A. R. 
D., we hereby demand that such manufacturers as have not 
already done so restore the prices that existed upon the re- 
spective articles prior to the Spanish-American war, and the 
secretary of this association is hereby instructed to forward 
to Thomas V. Wooten, secretary of the N. A. R. D., a copy 
of these resolutions immediately, and is further instructed to 
inscribe the same upon the minutes of this county association.” 


On August 23 thirteen out of the fourteen druggists in Put- 
nam County, Ohio, were organized into an association by N. 
W. Hoffman, of the N. A. R. D. It is believed the other drug- 
gist would have joined except for his absence in Buffalo. The 
following officers were elected: W. W. Kelley, president; T. 
G. Lee, vice-president; W. E. Buskly, secretary; C. E. Angle- 
myne, treasurer. After organization the question of formulat- 
ing a schedule of prices was discussed, and a committee of five 
was appointed to meet the week following to arrange said 
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schedule, to be adopted by the association at its next regular 
meeting. At a meeting of the Retail Druggists’ Association of 
Putnam County, Ohio, held on August 23, the following was 
unanimously adopted: “‘ Resolved, That it is the desire of this 
association that all manufacturers of proprietary medicines 
who raised the price on their goods at the time the stamp tax 
went into effect, aud who have not yet reduced prices to what 
they were before said stamp tax was imposed, are urged to 
do so promptly.” 


The druggists of Goodhue County, Iowa, recently organized 
a branch of the National Association of Retail Druggists by 
electing the following officers: President, J. L. Scofield, Cannon 
Falls; first vice-president, K. Regnolds, Zumbrota; second vice- 
president, A. P. Brobeck, Kenyon; secretary, N. J. Sylvander, 
Red Wing, and treasurer, W. W. Jewell, Pine Island. 


The Henry County (Ohio) Association of Retail Druggists 
has just organized with the following officers: W. F. Balsley, 
president; W. C. Gehrett, vice-president; C. F. Clay, secretary; 
Isaiah Leist, treasurer. The primary object of the organiza- 
tion is to establish and maintain a uniform price-list of all 
drugs. The association will also prevail upon the wholesalers 
to discontinue the sale of all cut-rate patent medicines. Out 
of the twelve drug houses in the county but one refused to 
join in the movement. 


5 A branch organization of the National Druggists’ Associa- 
tion was formed at Waukesha. Wis., recently. The association 
will be known as the Waukesha County Retail Druggists’ As- 
sociation. Representatives were present from Mukwonago, 
Eagle, Menominee Falls and Oconomowoc. The chief object 
of the organization is to make prices on all patent medicines 
uniform. The following officers were elected for one year: 
President, C. E. Nelson, of Waukesha; vice-president, Fred 
Brown, Oconomowoc; secretary, W. G. Wardrobe, Waukesha; 
treasurer, J. J. Lorge, of Eagle. 


The druggists of Ionia County, Mich., have organized a 
county association for the advancement of their interests. 
Officers were elected as follows: President, E. T. Yoemans, of 
Ionia; vice-presidents, W. I. Benedict, of Belding, and C. Stone, 
of Portland; secretary, George Gundrum, of Ionia; treasurer, 
Jay Diamond, of Lake Odessa. 





Washington State Association. . 


The twelfth annual 
Pharmaceutical Association was convened at 
August 20 and 21. The first sitting on Tuesday 
to routine business, addresses of greeting and 
delegates. S. A. Perkins delivered the address 
which was responded to by J. W. McArthur, of Spokane, 
President S. M. Le Crone occupying the chair. The annual 
= of President Le Crone followed and was well re- 
ceived. 

The most of the afternoon sitting was given over to an 
informal discussion of a communication from the National 
Association of Retail Druggists, asking the local association 
to take an active, instead of a passive, interest in the affairs 
of the major body. The communication was referred for 
consideration to the Committee on Trade Interests. 

At the sitting on the second day officers were elected to 
serve during the ensuing year, as follows: President, J. W. 
McArthur, Spokane; first vice-president, David Wall, Van- 
couver; second vice-president, Mrs. Alice L. Summers, Fri- 
day Harbor; third vice-president, H. P. Kennedy, Seattle; 
secretary, W. P. Bonney, Tacoma; treasurer, William V. 
Skillman, Spokane. Executive Committee: A. Davidson, Ta- 
coma; P. Jensen, Tacoma; J. H. Day, Dayton; ©. I. Carr, 
Seattle; Mrs. Alice L. Summers, Friday Harbor; H. P. Ken- 
nedy, Seattle; I. Korn, Tacoma; Fred. P. Offerman, Fair- 
haven; Joseph Schlumpf, Seattle. 

The following nominations for membership in the State 
Board of Pharmacy were made: J. H. Day, Dayton; L. I. 
Tallman, Walla Walla; W. J. Roaf, North Yakima; W. J. 
Hamilton, Colfax; H. S. Elwood, Ellensburg. 

; The term of J. H. Day, of Dayton, expires this year, and 
in accordance with the law, the Governor will select one of 
the five recommended to fill the vacancy. 

Upon invitation Seattle was selected as the city in which 
the next and thirteenth annual meeting will be held. 

At this morning’s session a series of interesting essays 
were read, among the contributors being Professor Byers. of 
the pharmacy department of the University of Washington; 
Professor Wilt, of the Agricultural College at Pullman, and 
4 paper upon the standards of requirements for drug clerks 
in general, by ex-President Le Crone, 
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The fourth annual meeting of the Proprietary Articles Trade 
Association of Canada was held at Montreal on August 21. 
At the opening of the session there were represented the fol- 
lowing firms: G. C. Briggs & Sons, Hamilton; J. C. Ayer & 
Co., Lowell, Mass.; Abbey’s Effervescent Salt Co., Montreal; 
Brayley Sons’ Co., Montreal; British Chemists’ Co., Toronto; 
Anti-Kamnia Chemical Co., St. Louis, Mo.; Alonzo O. Bliss, 
Washington, D. C.; Thomas Beecham, St. Helen’s, Eng.; 
Angier Chemical Co., Boston, Mass.; California Fig Syrup 
Co., San Francisco, Cal.; Dodds Medicine Co., Toronto; D. 
Densmore Co., Montreal; Davis & Lawrence, Montreal; F. F. 
Dalley Co., Hamilton, Ont.; Centaur Co., New York; W. H. 
Comstock Co., Brockville, Ont.; Carter Medicine Co., New 
York; Edmanson & Bates, Toronto; G. T. Fulford & Co., 
Brockville, Ont.; Seth W. Fowle & Sons, Boston; Gilmour 
Bros. & Co., Montreal; G. A. Gibbons, Toronto; Griffiths & 
McPherson, Toronto; Hance Bros. & White; Hamlin’s Wizard 
Oil Co., Chicago; Himrod Mfg. Co.; Koenig Medical Co., Toron- 
to; Dr. R. H. Kline, Philadelphia, Pa.; Donald Kennedy, Rox- 
bury, Mass.; Johnson & Johnson, New York; Kola Importing 
Co., Cincinnati, Ohio; John H. H. Jury, Bowmanville, Ont.; 
Munyon’s H. H. Remedy Co., Philadelphia; Leeming, Miles & Co., 
Montreal; T. Milburn & Co., Toronto; Melins Food Co., Boston; 
Lanman & Kemp, New York; Lawrence, Williams Co., Cleve- 
land, Ohio; Northrop & Lyman Co., Toronto; The Oriens Mfg. 
Co., Toronto; Lydia E. Pinkham Medical Co., Lynn, Mass.; 
Ponds Extract Co., New York; H. Planten & Son, New York; 
Paris Medical Co., St. Louis, Mo.; Peruna Drug Co.; Phenyo- 
Caffein Co.; C. C. Richards & Co., Yarmouth, N. 8.; Radway 
& Co., Montreal; Sterling Remedy Co., Attica, Ind.; Scott & 
Bowne, Toronto; D. Ransom & Co., Buffalo, N. Y.; J. H. San- 
derson, Richmond Hill, Ont.; Schiffmann & Co., St. Paul, 
Minn.; Jas. S. Stedman, Hoxton, London, Eng.; Steedman & 
Co., Wallworth, Surrey, Eng.; Slocum Chemical Co., Toronto; 
J. L. Thompson, Sons & Co., Troy, N. Y.; Warner’s Safe Cure 
Co., Rochester, N. Y.; World’s Dispensary Medical Association, 
Buffalo, N. Y.; Chas. A. Vogeler Co., Toronto; L. A. Wilson & 
Co., Montreal; H. K. Wampole & Co., Toronto; E. S. Wells, 
Jersey City, N. J.; Archdale, Wilson & Co., Hamilton, Ont.; 
Viavi Co., San Francisco; W. L. Wood, Toronto; Vapo Creso- 
lene Co., New York; S. C. Wells & Co., Toronto; Wells, Rich- 
ardson Co., Montreal; D. Watson & Co., Montreal; Young & 
Smilie, Brooklyn, N. Y.; S. G. Detchon, Toronto; Common 
Sense Mfg. Co., Toronto. 

A number of important topics were discussed, and consider- 
able routine business gone through with, after which the elec- 
tion of officers took place. 

This resulted as follows: Hon. President, Hon. G. F. Ful- 
ford, Brockville; president, Henry Miles, Montreal; vice-presi- 
dent, E. D. Howe, Toronto; secretary-treasurer, L. S. Levee, 
Toronto. Board of Control: David Watson, Montreal; W. J. 
Edmanson, Toronto; E. H. Wooley, Toronto; F. 8S. Warren, 
Montreal. 

In the evening some 75 of the members sat down to a 
banquet at the Windsor Hotel, at which the newly elected 
president. Henry “Miles, presided. J. J. Gibbons, Vapo- 
Cresolene Co., represented the New York contingent and re- 
sponded later to the toast of ‘ The Ladies.” 

After the toasts of “The King” and “The President of 
the United States’? had been proposed by the chairman and 
duly acknowledged, S. G. Archibald proposed the toast of 
* Canada,” which was eloquently responded to by T. I. Paton, 
president of the Dominion Commercial Travelers’ Association. 

The “Proprietary Association of America” was proposed 
by S. L. Levee, of Toronto, who expressed regret that there 
were no representatives present. J. A. McKee, of Toronto, 
proposed “The Wholesale and Retail Drug Trade,” which was 
responded to by H. H. Lyman and Charles Lyman on behalf 
of the wholesale druggists, and W. H. Chapman, Henry Willis 
and Mr. Gibbard on behalf of the retailers. There were a 
number of musical selections and the evening passed away 
most pleasantly. 


un 





Columbus, Ohio, Rate War Over. 


The cut-rate war at Columbus, Ohio, is reported to be prac- 
tically at an end. An armistice was entered into on August 
23 between the local association and the Columbus Pharmacal 
Company, and at a meeting of the association a few days later 
a treaty of peace was signed. The committee from the asso- 
ciation met with representatives of the Pharmacal Company 
and a protocol was adopted. The Pharmacal Company agreed 
to withdraw its advertisements of cut prices from the Sunday 
.morning papers ana to aid in arranging a price-list at which 
proprietary remedies and staples are to be sold by all stores. 








a 
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The American Pharmaceutical Association, 


The advantages of membership in the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association are so well known as to require little 
enlarging upon. It is the leading scientific organization of 
its kind in the world, and to belong to the A. Ph. A. is es- 
teemed an honor by the most eminent men in chemistry, 
pharmacy and the allied arts and sciences. There is no 
initiation fee, the only cost being the annual payment of 
dues, which amounts to $5.00. In return for this members 
receive a bound volume of the Proceedings containing all 
the scientific, the technical and the practical papers read 
before the association, the discussions of them by experts, 
and, in addition, a most exhaustive digest of the world’s 
literature of pharmaceutical chemistry, pharmacy and phar- 
macognosy. 

Pharmacists desiring to join the American Pharmaceuti- 
eal Association can obtain printed information and applica- 
tion blanks by sending name and address to the New York 
City member of the Committee on Membership, Thomas J. 
Keenan, 66 West Broadway, Manhattan, New York. 


The following is the special programme that has been ar- 
ranged for the entertainment of the lady visitors to the St. 
Louis sessions: 

Sunday, September 15.—Reception. 

Monday, September 16.—Informal reception at Southern 
Hotel. Afternoon shopping party. 

Tuesday, September 17.--Visit to St. Louis Museum of Fine 
Arts and the Missouri Historical Society Museum. Afternoon, 
Twentieth Century Auction. 

Wednesday, September 18.—Visit to public buildings and 
other points of interest. 

Thursday, September 19.—Carriage ride with luncheon at 
the Glep Echo Clubhouse. Afternoon, carriage ride. Even- 
ing, theatre party. 

Friday, September 20.—Visit to public buildings and other 
places of interest. Afternoon, trolley ride. Evening, euchre 
party. 

, "pies September 21.—Forenoon, programme not com- 
pleted. 





A. A. A. S. Officers. 


The American Association for the Advancement of Science 
will meet on June 25, next year, in Pittsburg. The following 
officers were elected at the close of the annual gathering in 
Denver on August 30: President, Asaph Hall, of Harvard; 
permanent secretary, L. O. Howard, of Washington; assist- 
ant permanent secretary, Richard Clifton, of Washington; 
general secretary, G. T. McDougal, of New York; secretary 
of the council, Prof. H. B. Ward, of University of Nebraska; 
vice-presidents of sections: A—Mathematics, D. W. Hough, 
of Northwestern University; B—Physics, W. S. Franklin, of 
Lehigh; C—Chemistry, H. A. Weber, of Ohio State Univer- 
sity; D—Mechanical Science, J. F. Flatter, of Minnesota Uni- 
versity; E—Geology, O. A. Derby, of Sao Paulo, Brazil; F— 
Zoology, C. C. Nutting, of Iowa State University; G—Botany, 
D. H. Campbell, of Stanford University; H—Anthropology, 
Stewart Culin, of the University of Pennsylvania; I—Eco- 
nomics, Hon. Carroll D. Wright, Washington; K—Experi- 
mental Medicine, Dr. W. H. Welch, of Johns Hopkins. 


Obituary. 


Arlie B. Toward died August 24 at his home on Paul Gore 
street, Boston, after a long illness, from consumption. He 
was born in Maine 42 years ago, and his first experience in the 
drug business was gained at Skowhegan and Boothbay, Me. 
He came to Boston at an early age and after employment 
at various establishments opened a store on Lamartine street 
some ten years ago. This he conducted for seven years and 
then sold out and began anew at Forest Hills. After a short 
time he disposed of this place and then bought the establish- 
ment corner of Columbus avenue and West Newton street, 
where he remained until too weak to give his attention to 
business. He leaves a wife and two children. 





Charles D. Moore, 43 years old, died at his home in West- 
field, Mass., on August 26, after a protracted illness of Bright’s 
disease. He was born in Windsor, Conn., where he received 
his education. He moved to Westfield ten years ago and en- 
tered the employ of G. B. Gaylord, of the Elm Street Phar- 
macy. Three years later, in company with A. N. Sprague, 
he bought out Mr. Gaylord and the firm has ever since been 
known as Sprague & Moore. The deceased leaves a widow 
and one sister. 

Dr. David Kennedy of Kingston, N. Y., died suddenly of 
apoplexy on August 5. He was born in New York City in 1832. 


Dr. Kennedy was the patentee of Dr. Kennedy’s Pinus Cana- 
densis preparations, from which he made a fortune. He was 
graduated at the College of Physicians and Surgeons of New 
York City in 1860 and served as a surgeon throughout the 
Civil War. He was a Democrat and was twice Mayor of 
Kingston. 


John P. Scherff, fifty-seven years old, who for many years 
was engaged in the drug .usiness in Bloomfield, N. J., died in 
the State Hospital for the Insane at Morris Plains, on August 
9, after an illness of one year. He was born in Germany and 
came to this country when a young man. For the past twen- 
ty-six years he conducted a drug store in Glenwood avenue, 
Bloomfield, and was known throughout the country. A 
widow and two children survive him. 


Joseph Williams, of Newburyport, Mass, died August 24 
in the recom in which he was born nearly 69 years ago. He 
entered the drug business at an early age and was employed 
in Boston for a number of years. About thirty years ago he 
established a drug business on Merrimac street, Newburyport, 
continuing it up to the time of his death. He is survived by 
a widow, a son and daughter. 


James W. Dryer, formerly a prominent druggist of In- 
dianapolis, died at his home in that city on August 2, after a 
long illness. He was interested in stores on Washington and 
Illinois streets, the failure of which caused him to become de- 
spondent, and from that time, about five years ago, he grad- 
ually failed in health. He was 60 years old. 


Miss Esther Newman, daughter of Rabbi Meyer Newman, 
died in St. James’ Hospital, Newark, on August 4, after an 
operation for appendicitis. Miss Newman was 18 years of 
age and last spring graduated from the New Jersey College 
of Pharmacy, being one of the first two girls in the State to 
complete such a course. 


C. B. ‘Woodman, one of the veteran druggists of the State 
of Maine, died at Higgins Beach, August 10, aged 60 years. 
He had been in the drug business at Westbrook for many 
years, and was postmaster of the town at the time of his 
death. 


Dr. Louis Schaefer, of the Alkaloid Works, is sincerely 
sympathized with in the death of his wife, who expired at 
her home on the 5th inst. The funeral services were held at 
Paterson, N. J. 


John Victor Ohlander, druggist, of Worcester, Mass., died 
on July 16 of dropsy. He was 53 years old, and was one of 
the first Swedish druggists to locate at Worcester. He has 
no relatives in this country. 


Wm. C. Plant died at his home in Winstead, Conn., on 
August 3. For a number of years he had been in the drug 
business in Winsted, first as clerk and later as one of the firm 
of E. Baird & Co. He was about 30 years of age. 


Henry Foerg, for many years a druggist in St. Louis, died 
there on July 19, at the advanced age of 83. He was a native 
of Cologne. , 

Theodore Bodine, a prominent Connecticut druggist, died 
on September 2 at his home in Danbury. He was thirty-six 
years old. 


Frank S. Williams, proprietor of a drug store at Washing- 
ton, D. C., died at Baltimore on July 22. He was born in 
Howard County, Md., 50 years ago. 


R. Frank Waters, druggist, of Baltimore, Md., was killed 
by a live electric wire in his store on July 26. Mr. Waters was 
38 years old, and was married. 


Lynn C. Byrd, of the wholesale drug house of James Baily 
& Son, Baltimore, died suddenly on July 24 in his office. He 
was 42 years old, and leaves a widow. 


Joseph H. Osterstock, M.D., who conducted a drug store on 
Cattell street, College Hill, Easton, Pa., died on July 30, after 
a short illness. He was in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 


Cc. D. Corindt, a well-known and popular druggist, of No. 
605 Evergreen avenue, Brooklyn, died suddenly of heart 
disease on July 27. He was about 70 years old. 

Frank E. Bailey, druggist, who had charge of the Meyer 
Drug Store at Thibodaux, La., died at Covington, Ky., on July 
20. He was 43 years old and leaves a wife and three children. 

J. I. Palmer, an old and well-known druggist of Tampa, 
Fla., died on July 26 in that city. 

W. H. Rogers, a well known druggist of Madison, Ind., died 
August 2, of eudocarditis, aged 57. 

George Shreves, a druggist of St. Charles, Iowa, died on 
July 17 in that city. He was about 40 years old. 
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Wm. Muir is expected back this week from his vacation 
in the Catskills. ; 


The regular meeting of the Kings County Pharmaceutical 
Society will be held at 2 p. m. on September 10. 


The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Governors 
of the Drug Club will be held on September 11. 


George E. Werell, formerly a Philadelphia druggist, was 
recently committed to Bellevue Hospital as insane. 


Hazard & Hazard will shortly remove from No, 1159 Broad- 
way to No. 1123 Broadway, almost directly opposite. 


Recent visitors to the city included J. N. Ruffin, Ascuncion, 
Paraguay, South America; J. D. Vino, London England. 


Francis J. Murphy has succeeded O. H. Scheefer as pro- 
prietor of the pharmacy No, 1341 Fulton Street, Brooklyn. 


Johannes Fritsche, of Fritsche Bros., returned home from 
an extended European trip on the “ Dentschland” on August 
9 


R. Raymond Lampa, head of the traveling staff of Lehn & 
Fink; is enjoying a well earned rest among friends in Con- 
necticut. . 


Karl . Behrens, the popular Brooklyn pharmacist of Sands 
and Jay streets, has returned from his annual vacation in the 
Catskills. 


Among recent visitors .o the New York drug market was 
noticed Otto E. Betz, the widely known wholesale druggist of 
Cincinnati. 


The Executive Committee of the Association has voted 
unanimously in favor of holding the next meeting of the asso- 
ciation at Elmira. 


Dr. C. J. Lincoln, of Lincoln & Co., a well-known Arkansas 
pharmaceutical chemist, and Wm. M. Boland, druggist of 
Scranton, Pa., were recent New York visitors. 


Michael Metz has purchased the drug store of G. D. French, 
Lexington and Franklin avenues, Brooklyn. Mr. Metz was 
formerly with C. O. Bigelow, Sixth avenue and Highth street. 

W. G. Ungerer, Jr., of Ungerer & Co., 18 Cedar street, ac- 
companied by Mrs. Ungerer, sailed for Europe on August 29. 
They will our France and Switzerland and be absent a couple 
of months. : 


The International Witch Hazel Co., of New York City, has 
been incorporated with a capital of $25,000, and the following 
directors: C. C. Hughes, E. D. W. Langley and J. P. Finne- 
ran, of New York City. 


One or more important contributions to the papers at the 
annual meeting of the Mississippi Valley Medical Association 


at Put-in-Bay, Ohio, this week, will be made by Dr. B. F. Whit- . 


more, of Parke, Davis & Co. 


Paul B. Hudson, charged with many drug swindles, was on 
August 30 sentenced to prison for six months by Recorder 
xoff for grand larceny. He was convicted of stealing a trunk 
containing jewelry and clothing. 


B. A. C. Hoelzer, formerly of this city, has been selected by 
the O. Porsch Chemical Co., No. 62 Maiden Lane, to take 
charge of their newly established Chicago branch offices and 
warerooms at No. 42 River street. 


Back from recent vacations are noted: J. H. Gerathy, with 
McKesson & Robbins; Col. J. W. George and J. S. Barney, of 
Schieffelin & Co.; Col. E. W. Fitch, of Parke, Davis & Co., 
and W. G. Gessell, with Lehn & Fink. 


Martin H. Smith has returned from his fishing trip on the 
Chesapeake. He spent almost the entire two weeks on his new 
yacht, the “ Velosa,” and there was no scarcity of the finny 
tribe in the waters of the bay until he left. 


The Claremont Chemical Company of New York has been 
incorporated at Albany with ‘a capital of $25,000, to manu- 
facture and sell drugs, chemicals, ete. The directors are T. T. 
Doll, E. G. Ingram and C. A. Briggs, New York. 


The Hebernigg Manufacturing Co., of New York City, has 
been incorporated at Albany to manufacture drugs and medi- 
cines. Capital, $25,000, and directors: D. E. Fritz, of Boli- 
var; A. L. Hebernigg, of Bradford, Pa., and D. A. Keister, of 
New York City. 


Jacob Weil, city representative of Max Zeller, returned last 
Saturday from his European trip in the best of health and 
ready to jump right into harness again. On the voyage over 
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he had the pleasure of having Fred. Kleinschmidt and family 
as fellow voyagers. 

Incorporation papers have been issued to the Crown Phar- 
macal Co., New York City, formed to manufacture and sell a 
certain tooth powder, with a capital of $25,000. The directors 
are L. B. Schenck and C. M. Schenck, of New York City, and 
W. E. Huber, of Brooklyn. 


The erection of the new Last River Bridge to stretch from 
Delancey street to South Fourth, Williamsburg, has compelled 
the removal of E. Scher, druggist, Delancey and Attorney 
streets, to Ninety-ninth street and Park avenue, a more 
fashionable but probably less lucrative neighborhood. 


T. P. Heffley, of Heffley Bros., Jacksonville, Fla., whose 
drug store was destroyed by fire, is planning a fine new estab- 
lishment which will far surpass the old one, and has béen in 
New York buying iixtures and stock. Including a handsome 
soda fountain, he estimates the cost of new equipment at 
$10,000. 


Recent guests of Mr. Carragan at the Drug Trade Club 
were W. D. Rowles, manager of the special department of the 
Chicago office of Parke, Davis & Co., who has returned from a 
two months’ trip through Europe; John C. Spratt, Detroit, in 
charge of the company’s traveling forces, and F. E. Wicks, a 
Detroit representative of the drug firm. 


S. V. B. Swann, secretary of the Manhattan Pharmaceutical 
Association, 732 Amsterdam Avenue, New York City, has is- 
sued to the members a neatly bound pamphlet giving particu- 
lars of the incorporation and constitution of the association, 
together with a list of the officers, committees and members’ 
addresses. The association has now a membership of 234. 


J. Maxwell Pringle, Jr., president of the Manhattan Phar- 
maceutical Association, left his store, at 977 Eighth Avenue, in 
charge of the head clerk last week and hied him to the moun- 
tains for a while in search of rest and recreation. He.did not 
stay long away, though, as he concluded that the vicinity of 
New York was as good a place to spend a vacation in as could 
be picked out. 


John Nisselson, a drug clerk employed in the store of his 
brother-in-law, Louis Lurie, No. 276 Broome street, is to have 
his license revoked, being charged with having obtained the 
same by swearing to false statements as to his experience. 
The action was decided upon by the Eastern branch of the 
New York State Board of Pharmacy after a full examination 
into all the facts. 


Theodore Louis, well known in retail drug circles of this 
city, died on Thursday, August 22, aged sixty-three years. He 
was for many years the treasurer of the German Apothecaries’ 
Society and served for several terms as trustee_of the New 
York College of Pharmacy. His death was due to meningitis, 
consequent to a stroke of apoplexy which he had more than 
two years ago. 


Wm. J. Quencer; proprietor of the Windermere Pharmacy, 
at the corner of Ninth Avenue and Fifty-seventh Street, spent 
his vacation at the home of his parents in Watertowu, N. Y. 
During his stay there he made a trip to Buffalo and visited the 
Pan-American in the company of Mrs. Quencer. The Winder- 
mere Pharmacy has been refitted since the fire, and now pre- 
sents a most attractive interior appearance. ° 


Among the buyers in the city recently getting ready for the 
fall trade were noted FE. VY: Elliott, of the Hutchinson-Elliott 
Drug Co., Paris, Texas; T. Edwin Brown, Franklin, Pa.; John 
B. Wood and Frank E. Scctt, Kansas City, Mo.; R. L. Palmer, 
Atlanta, Ga.; F. D. Rollins, of Rollins & Rice, Aurora, Ill.; B. 
S. Hughes, of Barnes & Hall, Lexington, Ky.; B. J. Hucke, 
Kansas City, Mo., and C. A. Milford, Abbeyville, 8S. C. 


A corporation to manufacture an indicator of poisonous 
drugs has been incorporated by Brooklyn men. Its factory is 
at 177 North Fourth street, Brooklyn. The invention is a cork 
with a metal top roughly indented on the edge and bearing a 
death’s head and crossbones surmounted by the word 
“ Poison.” The incorporators are John M. James, of 174 Ful- 
ton street; Victor H. Kopold, and Dr. Francis M. Burke. 


A delegation of Jersey City liquor dealers called on Chi 
of Police Murphy recently and alleged that some pharmacists 
were violating the law in selling liquor at retail without pre- 
scription and doing an extensive trade. It was represented 
that an investigation had been made, and that three out of 
four druggists sold whiskey and gin by the vial. The chief 
issued an order that if any druggists were detected trans- 
gressing the law they should be arrested. 


e 
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A compound of potassium permanganate, sodium sulpho- 
carbolate and salol, which Clarence Bloxham, a clerk at Arm- 
strong’s pharmacy in Plainfield, N. J., was mixing for a pre- 
scription a few days ago, exploded, causing a repert which 
was heard half a mile away. The explosion shattered the glass 
in the store and wrecked the prescription counter. Bloxham’s 
face was badly injured, his eyesight was nearly destroyed, and 
he was a mass of cuts from broken glass. 


The Eastern branch of the New York State Board of Phar- 
macy is reported to be displaying commendable activity in the 
vicinity of Greater New York. Professor George C. Dickman, 
of the New York College of Pharmacy, who is a member of the 
Board, was out on long Island recently in company with O. J. 
Griffin, assistant secretary of the New York College of Phar- 
macy, Who is also employed as an inspector by the Board of 
Pharmacy. They visited some of the smaller towns and saw 
to it that the law regulating the display of certificates was 
properly observed. 


A customer in an apothecary’s shop up town, who was plain- 
ly a stranger in New York, saw an article he desired to pur- 
chase on a card on one of the show cases. The article was one 
of a dozen of the same kind on this card, none of which had 
yet been disposed of, and was fastened only with a, rubber 
band. The customer, in a nonchalant way, took one of the 
packages from the card, and looked intently at the spot where 
it had been taken from. Printed in large type (after the man- 
ner of these cards) was the word, “ Sold.” Seeming puzzled 
for a while. the stranger called the drug clerk’s attention to 
the word and remarked in dead earnest: 

“Say, there, young fellow, does that refer to me?” 


H. B. Harding, of the Humphrey’s Homeopathic Medicine 
Company, tells of an odd but pleasant experience in London. 
He was dining alone at the Holburn Viaduct Luncheon Club, 
thinking how good a familiar face would look, when there 
filed in, wholly by chance and one after the other, Brent Good, 
of the Carter Medicine Co.; John W. Cox, of the Antikamnia 
Chemical Co.; Senator Fulford, of Williams P. P. P. P. Co.; 
Isaac Emerson, of the Emerson Drug Co.; Mr. Johnson, of 
Fassett & Johnson; Mr. Gordon, of C. I. Hood & Co., and John 
Morgan Richards. London agent of several of the companies. 
Feelings of loneliness or homesickness had no place in his 
mind for the rest of that day, at any rate. 


Edwin H. Burr resigned his position as general manager 
and secretary of Lazell. Dalley & Co., manufacturing perfum- 
ers, New York, and has accepted the American agency for 
Roure-Bertrand Fils, and will make his headquarters at 18 Ce- 
dar Street. Mr. Burr has been forced to give up his arduous 
labors with Lazell, Dalley & Co. on account of the great strain 
involved upon him by the care for the many details which 
fell upon his shoulders. Mr. Burr has been for ten years with 
this firm and has been very active in its affairs, particularly 
during the last few years. He takes with him into his new 
field of labors the hearty good wishes of his old associates in 
business and of a very large portion of the drug trade, among 
whom he is very widely and favorably known. 


To supply the entire city with medical science and pure 
drugs at rates the people can pay is the announced object of 
the Provident Medical Cu., headquarters the Transit Building, 
East Forty-second street, and branch “ drug parlors,” at No. 
238 West Twenty-sixth street, No. 317 West Thirty-seventh 
street, No. 464 West Forty-third street and No. 402 West 
Fifty-fourth street. The parlors are open from 9 a. m. to 9 p. 
m., and are in charge of lady attendants. The company is in- 
corporated with a capital of $250,000. It has been in opera- 
tion for about four months. The officers are Richard Wigh- 
man, president: Josiah Strong, vice-president; G. C. Smith, 
secretary; Alexander R. Nicol, treasurer, and G. A. Mortland, 
superintendent of agencies. Woctors’ services are furnished to 
two persons at 10 cents a week, three or four persons, 15 cents 
a week and five or more, without limit, at 20 cents a week. 
The only additional charges are a contract fee of 25 cents and 
20 cent prescriptions. 





Probable Advance in Glass Prices. 


Important conferences are now being held at Columbus, 
Ohio, between the glass manufacturers and labor organiza- 
tions to determine the wage scale for blowers and other work- 
ers for the coming year. 

As soon as an agreement has been arrived at it is prob- 
able that new prices will be placed on the manufactured 
goods, and from the present outlook figures are likely to be 
advanced anywhere from 10 to 25 per cent, on both lettered 
and plain ware, with the larger increase on the former. 
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WESTERN NEW YORK. 


The Best Trade On Record—Annual Meeting of the Erie County 
Association—Officers Elected -Local Dru gists Will Entertain 
N. A R. D. 


(From our Regular, Correspondent.) 


Buffalo, September 3.—Still the Pan-American visitor flows 
into the Buffalo drug store till he is sometimes fairly hemmed 
inside, but he somehow fails to complain and usually manages 
to come out best in the encounter. The figures show that the 
increase of traffic is often 100 per cent., and as the ordinary 
perplexities of the trade are not conspicuous this summer there 
is a smile on the fact of the proprietor that has not been seen 
there in such proportions for a long time. “ The best trade 
we ever had,” ought to be good for dyspepsia of pocket as 
well as of body, and it is. 


ERIE COUNTY OFFICERS. 


The annual meeting of the Erie County Pharmaceutical 
Association, held August 28,-resulted in the choice of J. A. 
Lockie, president; Herman Dedo, first vice-president; E. P. 
Zolonitzky, second vice-president; S. A. Grove, secretary; J. L. 
Perkins, treasurer, and E. J. Liebetrut, trustee. The annual 
reports all showed a satisfactory condition of affairs, and the 
report of the committee on minimum prices was so thoroughly 
agreeable to the wishes of the association that it was given a 
vote of thanks and directed to continue the present line of 
policy. The committee on N. A. R. D. was instructed to pro- 
vide one evening’s entertainment of the visitors at the October 
meeting. What this will be has not yet been settled upon. 


THE WESTERN BRANCH OF THE STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY 


will resume regular fall business September 18, at which a 
general examination of candidates for license will be held. 
The second meeting of the month will be held on the 25th at 
Batavia, the home of E. M. Jewell, of the board, at which an 
examination will also be given. This meeting is mostly a mat- 
ter of compliment to Mr. Jewell, as Batavia is less than 40 
miles from Buffalo and does not need special attention. The 
board has quite a large amount of miscellaneous business to 
transact, but there seems to be a general feeling that the work 
done so far is in the right direction and calculated to win 
favors for the new law. 


BUFFALO NOTES. 


C. F. Shilling, druggist, of Decatur, Ill., and Mayor of the 
city, is spending a vacation in Buffalo attending the Exposi- 
tion. 


J. A. Lockie, president of the Erie County Pharmaceutical 
Association, is making a canvass for Supervisor of the Seven- 
teenth Ward of Buffalo. If he runs as well as his picture 
looks on a card he is pretty sure of the office. 


W. A. Dawson, the widely known pharmacist and contribu- 
tor to the journals, of Hempstead, N. Y., has suffered a se- 
vere atiliction in the death! of his mother, who passed away 
at her home in New York City on August 29. Funeral serv- 
ices were held in New York on Saturday, and the interment 
was at her former home in Troy, N. Y., on September 1, where 
funeral services were also held. 


The firm of F. N. Mason & Son, of Port Jervis, has just 
been incorporated, Mr. Fred Mason, the well-known Pike 
street druggist, taking as a partner in his immense business 
his son, Mariner H. Mason. Following his graduation here 
the young man entered the New York College of Pharmacy, 
and after a successful completion of the prescribed course in 
that institution was licensed a druggist by the State Board 
of Examiners. 


Cards are out for the wedding of George Howard Macy 
and Miss Grace Florence Schneider, of Troy, N. Y. Miss 
Schneider will he pleasantly remembered by a large number 
of the members of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Associa- 
tion as the daughter of Frederick Schneider, of the Schneider 
& Irving Drug Co., Troy. The marriage will be celebrated at 
the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church. Troy, N. Y. The young 
couple will be at home at 313 Union avenue, Cranford, N. J. 


The old drug establishment at the corner of Genesee and 
Lafayette streets, Utica, for a number of years known as 
MeMillan’s drug store, has been secured by Daniel J. Sullivan 
and John G. Slauson, and will be run under the firm name 
ot Sullivan & Slauson. The members of the new firm are well 
known and popular. Mr. Sullivan was for years employed by 
John H. Sheehan & Co., and later by W. A. Teachout, but re- 
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cently had charge of the prescription department of Frazier 
W. Huriburt’s drug store. He is a graduate of the New York 
College of Pharmacy. Mr. Slauson was for nine years employed 
by Howarth & Ballard as a prescription clerk. It is the inten- 
tion of the new firm to remodel the store. 


The authorities of the Buffalo College of Pharmacy are 
anxious to counteract the report that seems to have gone 
abroad to the effect that the cost of living for students in 
Buffalo will be higher than it was last year, on account of 
the Pan-American Exposition. To make sure that such is not 
the case a general canvass of the boarding houses that usually 
take students has been made, and it is found that all are will- 
ing to make former rates. The Exposition will be over in a 
few days after the opening of the college, and nobody will re- 
fuse a yearly lodger for the small earning that could be made 
late in October out of the Exposition. There will be no ma- 
terial changes in the management or faculty of the college 
the coming year. 


SYRACUSE NOTES. 


Edward S. Dawson, Jr., of the firm of Brown & Dawson, is 
spending a fortnight at Port Ontario. 

George E. Thorpe, president of the Syracuse Drug Associa- 
tion, accompanied by his wife and family, have returned from 
a trip to Mexico, N. Y., where they spent a very enjoyable 
week among their many friends and relatives. 

Hiram Wolfe, a druggist of Portland, Me., and Miss Ida M. 
Shimberg, of this city, were married at the Vanderbilt House 
August 20. Mr. and Mrs. Shimberg, after an extended tour 
through the West, will return to their home in Maine. 


Harry M. Gates, prescription clerk for Barnes & Barnes, 
has left for Henderson Harbor, Lake Ontario, where he ex- 
pects to remain about ten days, after which he will take an 
extended trip through the Fulton Chain in the Adirondacks. 


Ex-State President Wm. Muench arrived on the Kaiser 
Wilhelm der Grosse on August 20, after a most enjoyable 
trip to Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Belgium and France. 
Mr. Muench was absent four months. Miss Fresa M. Haas 
managed the Muench pharmacy very successfully during his 
absence. 

For the second time in four weeks the drug store of George 
W. Holloway, 807 North Salina street, was entered by burglars, 
between the hours of 12 and 1 o’clock, Sunday morning, and 
$73.50 was taken from the cash register and safe. The front 
door was opened by a skeleton key. When Mr. Holloway left 
the store at midnight it was only to go across the street to a 
restaurant, where he had lunch. He was absent about fifty 
minutes, and when he returned he inserted his key in the door 
and found it would not open. He informed the police de- 
partment and several officers were sent to the store. 





The Wisconsin Association. 


The Wisconsin Pharmaceutical Association opened its twen- 
ty-first annual meeting at La Crosse, Tuesday, August 13, and 
continued in session three days. Vice-President T. H. Spence 
presided in the absence of President J. H. Kamps. Mr. Spence 
read an interesting paper on the “ Evolution of the Druggist,” 
and was followed by A. C. Otto, with another interesting ad- 
dress. The annual report of President Kamps was read by W. 
H. Barr, of Milwaukee. It showed a successful year’s work in 
the organizing of county associations. 

At the second days’ session the report of the Committee on 
Prize Papers was presented, E. G. Raeuber and A. S. Mitchell 
submitting unusually interesting papers on adulterations in 
drugs and preparations. 

Secretary Heimstreet presented the report of the Board of 
Pharmacy, showing six meetings held the past year, at which 
307 took the examination, 23 licentiate, 67 assistant certificates 
being granted, 217 rejected. 

Sixty-seven cases of poison in Wisconsin were reported the 
past year, resulting in 52 deaths, while 15 recovered. The list 
is headed with carbolic acid, 34 dead, 6 recovered; opium, 4 
dead, 4 recovered; “ Rough on Rats,” Paris green, chloroform, 
wood alcohol and strychnine, 2 cases each; mercury, aconite, 
belladonna, B. B. poison, muriatic, sulphuric acid, 1 each. 
There has been no case of poisoning by error of a pharmacist 
in Wisconsin the past year. There are 1428 first grade and 
385 assistant pharmacists in Wisconsin. 

At the closing session on Thursday, officers were elected as 
follows: President, E. B. Heimstreet, Janesville; vice-presi- 
dents, W. H. Barr, Milwaukee, and J. M. Farnsworth, Beloit. 
The secretary and the treasurer, Henry Rollman, of Chilton, 
and W. P. Clarke, of Milton, were both re-elected. 

Milwaukee was chosen for the next meeting place of the 
convention after a spirited contest with Waupaca. 
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Another Castoria Injunction—The Pharmacist-Governor of Benguet 
Resigns—Closing of a Good Soda Water Season. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Boston, September 4.—The United States Circuit Court has 
just issued a temporary injunction against the defendant in 
the case of the Centaur Company of New York, of which 
Charles J. Fletcher is president, vs. George M. Luce, of this 
city, doing business as the Turner Medicine Company, re- 
straining him from manufacturing, selling or offering for sale 
or causing to be manufactured or sold any preparation of 
Castoria in wrappers, labels or bottles, the same, or substan- 
tially the same, as those used by the plaintiff on its packages, 
or from using any label or wrapper so closely resembling the 
plaintiff’s as to be calculated to mislead and deceive the pub- 
lic and induce it to buy his preparation by mistake as the 
Castoria made by the plaintiff. 


HE THRASHED HIS SECRETARY. 


News recently reached this country of the resignation of 
H. Phelps Whitmarsh as civil governor of Benguet province, 
Iuzon. It seems that this resignation was brought about by 
Mr. Whitmarsh having some trouble with his secretary. This 
difference was such that Mr. Whitmarsh thought the secre- 
tary deserved a thrashing, and he forthwith administered it 
with his fists. An investigating committee sent out from Ma- 
nila differed with Mr. Whitmarsh’s views of official etiquette, 
and hence the resignation. Mrs. Whitmarsh will leave Malden 
September 20 for the Philippine Islands to join her husband. 


THE CONNECTICUT VALLEY ASSOCIATION. 


The committee of the Connecticut Valley Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation which was appointed to favor the candidacy of Charles 
KE. Bardwell, of Holyoke, for the Board of Pharmacy, to take 
the place of John H. Rice, of North Adams, October 1, will 
confer with the Governor soon. Mr. Bardwell is also sup- 
ported by the M. S. P. A., and as there is no one else prom- 
inently mentioned for the place there seems to be little ques- 
tion of his appointment. 


A GOOD SODA WATER SEASON. 


The season about closing has been an excellent one for 
business from the soda water standpoint. The fountain has 
brought many nickels to the druggists’ money drawer, .and this 
state of atfairs has proven alike gratifying to purveyors of 
fountains and drinks. 


NEW ENGLAND ITEMS. 


Bad money was recently passed in the store of Prof. E. H. 
La Pierre, Ph.G., at Cambridge. The coins were good imita- 
tions of the genuine. The culprits have been arrested. 


A daughter of the late Monson L. Wetherell, for many 
years proprietor of the “ Old Corner Pharmacy,” of Gloucester, 
has just been sued for $30,000 by the wife of her coachman 
for alienation of the latter’s affections. 


An attempt was made one night recently to break and 
enter the store of Frank H. Holtham, Broad street, Lynn. 
They endeavored to open a rear window, which set off an 
alarm and frightened the burglars away. 


The impression which had gone abroad that Sheriff Pear- 
son in his enforcement of the prohibitory law in Portland, Me., 
would not disturb druggists has proven erroneous, for on the 
afternoon of August 22 his deputies raided two large stores 
on Congress street and captured large quantities of liquor. 
The proprietors, Charles A. Simmons and Robert E. Alden, 
were arrested. 





PHARMACOPOEIA REVISION COMMITTEE. 


An arrangement has been made for the meeting of the re- 
vision committee of the U. S. Pharmacopoeia at the conven- 
tion of the A. Ph. A. at St. Louis this month. The plan is not 
to call out any members of this committee who are not going 
to the convention, as that would oblige them to make the trip 
on their own account, but as it has been found that a great 
part of them will attend anyhow, a general notification has 
been sent out for them to prepare reports of their work to 
date. There will be meetings of the committee at the con- 
vention and the work ought to be pushed ahead very materially 
by the plan. Prof. Remington has been elected chairman to 
succeed Dr. Rice. 
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Business Brisk—Bright Prospects at the College—Alcoholic Vapcrs 
Explode. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, September 2.--The wholesale drug business 
continues to be good, and while there is generally a_ falling 
oft in orders at this time of the year, there has been only a 
slight decrease. The retail druggists throughout the State 
report business to be good, and there are many improvements 
being made by some of the retailers in the interior towns. 


BRIGHT PROSPECTS AT THE COLLEGE, 


Preparations are now being made by the officers of the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy for the opening. While it 
is somewhat early to state what the class will be, it is believed 
that it will be fully as large as last year. There has been a 
large number of inquiries, which gives the impression that 
the college classes will be equal if not greater than those of 
1900. 

SPILLED FROM AN EXPRESS WAGON. 


Mr. Genois, who was formerly the proprietor of a drug 
store at Twelfth and Chestnut streets, met with a peculiar 
accident a few days ago, when within a block of his home, 
3141 N. Thirteenth street, returning from a prolonged sojourn 
at Atlantic City. He was spilled from an express wagon be- 
neath a number of trunks and satchels, at Germantown ave- 
nue and Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge. Another victim of 
the spill, which was caused by the wagon being run into by 
a trolley car, about six o’clock last evening, was Genois’ seven- 
year-old son, Reginald; also the driver of the express. For- 
tunately, when the overturned wagon was righted and the 
trunks thrown to one side, it was found that Mr. Genois, the 
boy and the driver had escaped with severe but not dangerous 
cuts and contusions, and they were taken to their respective 
homes. Mr. Genois claims that the wagon, which contained 
his luggage, which he accompanied to insure prompt delivery, 
was struck from behind by the car, the motorman on which, he 
alleges, failed to give warning in time to permit the driver to 
pull out of the track. 

ALCOHOLIC VAPORS EXPLODE. 


Warrington’s drug store, at the southeast corner of Seven- 
teenth and Mount Vernon streets, was considerably damaged 
by fire August 30. The inflammable agents were a clerk, a 
lighted candle, and a barrel of alcohol. All three were in the 
cellar, the clerk tapping the barrel, When the fumes of the alco- 
hel and the candle flame got together, the result being an ex- 
plosion that almost blew the clerk up the stairway which he 
had descended but a minute or two previous. 


PHILADELPHIA NEWS NOTES. 
E. R. Gatchel has gone with his family to Cape May to 
enjoy a brief respite from the hot weather. 


J. H. Stermer has sold his store at Seventh and Oxford 
streets to B. K. Davis. Mr. Stermer is clerking in New Jersey. 


Dr. A. T. Pollard is summering in the wilds of Maine, but 
is soon expected to return to Philadelphia to look after his 
twe stores at Eleventh and Locust and Fifteenth and Locust 
streets. 


E. J. Finnerty, who owned the store at Eighteenth and 
McKean streets, Philadelphia, and was very active in the 
affairs of the P. A. R. D., died of typhoid fever at his home 
on August 18. 


John J. Bender, who for the past five years has been the 
manager of the Preston Pharmacy, at Broad and Ellsworth 
streets, will launch out for himself and open a store at Thir- 
teenth and Federal streets. Mr. Bender is well and favorably 
known in that locality, and we predict success in his venture. 


All who have the pleasure of knowing Harry B. French, 
the vice-president of the Smith, Kline & French Co., realize 
that the Municipal League did well in electing him president 
of that body, which is earnestly working for purer politics in 
this city. 


Clarence Gibbony, who is the active head of the Law and 
Order Society of this city, though a young man, is an old drug- 
gist and a graduate of the Philadelphia Colloge of Pharmacy. 
Latterly he studied law and became the legal adviser of the 
Law and Order Society, and has probably caused more arrests 
of a errtain character than any man in this State. 
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Sad Death of the Widow of An Old-Time Who'‘esale Druggist— 
Once Wealthy, Dies of Starvation 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Cincinnati, O0., September 5, 1901.---For a great many years 
no wholesale drug firm in the country was better or more 
favorably known than Allen & Co., of Cincinnati. It enjoyed 
a reputation for honest dealing and did a most lucrative busi- 
ness for nearly a half century. Because of the fact that the 
time-honored firm was so well known the following will be of 
interest: “ That there should be starvation in the midst of 
plenty is one of the unaccountable whims of Providence,” 
said the *“ Times-Star” yesterday. ‘“ After enjoying the best 
that money and affluence could provide, and with the fame 
of several members of ber family still ringing in her ears, Mrs. 
Abigail Markwood, widow of the late member of the wholesale 
drug firm of Allen & Co., who were in business for many 
years at Fifth and Main streets, died from starvation at her 
home, 1685 Blue Rock street, at the age of 74 years. Mrs. 
Markwood, with her brother, Frank Churchill, who during 
the war was one of the most noted singers of the country and 
a member of the old Pike Stock company, were to have been 
admitted to the City Infirmary Friday. The man was an 
old soldier and pioneer druggist and could have gained admit- 
tance to the Dayton Soldiers’ Home, but refused to be parted 
from his sister. The old people were very poor and still imag- 
ined themselves surrounded by their former halo of glory, and 
refused to ask for aid until they were found by Overseer of the 
Poor Mode in a wretched condition. The aged man still retains 
in part his fine voice, which. it is claimed, was one of the sweet- 
est heard in this country in the early 50’s. Overseer Mode 
has taken up a subscription among local druggists and others 
to give the body of the aged woman a decent burial, and the 
brother will be provided for by the city authorities. It is one 
of the most pathetic cases that has been brought to the atten- 
tion of the Cincinnati authorities in years.” 


HEARD HERE AND THERE. 


Dr. D. E. Weatherhaed is spending his deserved vacation at 
White Sulphur Springs in Virginia. 


Dr. John C. Otis will soon open a drug store at the north- 
east corner of Fourth and Vine streets. 


Cora Dow, who conducts five prosperous drug stores in this 
city, is spending a two weeks’ vacation in Michigan. 


N. Ashley Lloyd, wholesale druggist and treasurer of the 
Cincinnati Baseball Club, has returned with his family from 
Virginia Beach. 


John IKeeshan, the yeteran druggist, has removed his store 
from Sixth and Walnut streets to a smaller room about a 
half block away. 


4 
Michael Callahan, the well-known drug clerk, was seriously 
hurt the other night by being thrown from a Gilbert avenue 
car near bis home on Walnut Hills. 


Prof. C. T. P. Fennel is as busy as a bee making prepara- 
tions for the opening of the Cincinnati College of Pharmacy. 
Much of the success of this institution is due to his untiring 
efforts. 


Internal Revenue Collector Bettmann has been informed 
that no claim for refunder will be allowed where the goods 
have been removed from the place of manufacture. This re- 
fers to proprietary medicines. 


Prof. John Uri Lloyd, of this city, recently held a confer- 
ence with the Kentucky University professors. It is reported 
that he either was urged to accept a professorship in the 
university or he was securing data for a novel which will be 
a reply to James Lane Allen’s now famous novel, * The Reign 
of Law,” which was a caustic criticism of Kentucky Univer- 
sity, the leading theological institution of the Church of the 
Disciples, or Christian Church. 


State Insurance Commissioner Vorhis has informed the Re- 
tail Druggists’ Insurance Association of Cincinnati, an assess- 
ment fire association, that it must reform its plan of opera- 
tion, or cease doing business in the State. The company has 
been operating as a mutual fire concern on a cash premium and 
eontingent Jiability plan, although not authorized to do so. 
The company is perfectly solvent, and the omission to follow 
the laws of the State is doubtless an inadvertence. The com- 
pany is merely required to modify its plan. 
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ILLINOIS. 


C. R, D. A, Adopts a Policy cf Expansion—A Cutter Brings Suit 
Charging Conspiracy— No Reduction in Telephone Rate—An 
Association Nea spaper to be Established. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Chicago, Sept. 4.—The Chicago Retail Druggists’ Association 
has adopted a policy of expansion. It was decided at the re- 
cent meeting to authorize the plan and all of Cook County will 
hereafter be included. Organizers will go to work at once in 
Oak Park and Austin. Another matter that was taken up was 
the sale of malt extracts from brewers to druggists’ customers. 
In this way considerable loss has been suffered by druggists 
in several localities. The attitude of the “ Best Tonic” people 
was commented on favorably. The new “ auxiliary” organiza- 
tion is working nicely and good headway is being made. 


SUIT BROUGHT BY A CUTTER. 


W.N. Salisbury, a druggist at Ann Arbor, Mich., has begun 
suit against the Michigan Drug Company of Detroit, the Sagi- 
naw Drug Company and ten local retailers. Salisbury in his 
declaration says: “ The defendants confederated and conspired 
together to prevent the sale of drugs, medicines, druggists’ 
sundries and proprietary medicines at less than a scale of 
prices agreed upon, and the wholesalers agreed to refuse to 
sell stock to any wholesale or retail druggists who 
offered to sell at less than that scale.” He asserts that as part 
of the “conspiracy’’ the defendants took part in organiz- 
ing the National Wholesale Druggists’ Association, the Na- 
tional Association of Retail Druggists and the Proprietary As- 
sociation of America, for the purpose of preventing cut-rate 
druggists from getting supplies and to drive them out of busi- 
ness. He says the foregoing associations established a black- 
list on which they put his name. 


NO REDUCTION IN TELEPHONE RATES. 


President Sabin, of the Chicago Telephone Company, says 
that telephone charges will not be reduced in spite of legal 
proceedings begun by the Illinois Manufacturers’ Association. 
He said that Chicago was repidly becoming one of the chief 
telephone centers of the country, and that in view of the serv- 
ice the company did not regard the charges as excessive. On 
August 1, he’said, the local office had 33,147 ’phones in working 
order, and new instruments are going in at the rate of 2000 a 
month. He says the rates will certainly not be reduced. 


THE C. R. D. A. AUXILIARY. 


A new paper, “ The C. R. D. A. Auxiliary,” is to be issued 
by the Chicago Retail Druggists’ Association. The paper will 
be in charge of a publication committee, of which George A. 
Graves is chairman, the other members being Herman Fry, 
John I. Straw, Walter H. Gale and G. A. Weckler. The drug- 
gists who have the paper in charge say they will print nothing 
but news directly connected with the operation of the C. R. D. 
A., and that they will shun all matters connected with phar- 
maceutical preparations and other subjects that are now 
treated exhaustively in pharmaceutical journals. Every effort 
will be made to prevent a conflict with such interests. It has 
been found necessary to get out the paper owing to the diffi- 
culty of getting the druggists together at a meeting. Those 
who are most interested in the work often find it impossible to 
Attend, owing to the absence of a clerk or for some other rea- 
son. The only method of reaching the members was through 
such meetings heretofore, and the result consequently was not 

. entirely satisfactory. The first number will probably be out 
Within a short time. 





CHICAGO NOTES. 


Wilhelm Bodemann, the veteran druggist, whose name has 
become familiar wherever druggists get together in this coun- 
try, has recovered from an illness that was at one time so 
serious that he gave himself only two days more to live. Mr. 
Bodemann’s apprehensions were shared by his friends and 
those attending him, for his condition was evidently critical 
in the extreme. He passed the danger point safely, however, 
began to rally, and is now completely recovered. Mr. Bode- 
mann suffered with pleuro-pneumonia, the result, his physi- 
cian says, of infection. 


Another Chicago druggist, who is very well known, has 
been ailing recently. The gentleman in question is Thomas V. 
Wooten. Mr. Wooten is secretary of the National Association 
of Retail Druggists, secretary of the Chicago Retail Druggists’ 
Association, and chief worker in almost everything connected 
With the retail drug business in Chicago and vicinity. If he 


finds a few spare moments in the evening he looks after his 
own business interests in his store on West Madison street. 
His friends say he has been working night and day, often do- 
ing work for which others get the glory, and that he is ap- 
parently almost used up. For several days Mr. Wooten was 
not at his office, owing to his sickness, and the amount of work 
that accumulated during his absence is enough to stagger an 
ordinary man. Although not in proper condition to work, Mr. 
Wooten is again at his desk. 





MISSOURI. 


Everybody Working for the A. Ph. A. Conveation—A Special 
Branch Post C ffice to Be Established—Ea t St. Louis Druggists. 
Will Entertain the Visitors—The Ladies’ Committee Busy with 
Mysterious Plans. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


St. Louis, September 5.—St. Louis local papers are full of 
World’s Fair news, but the local pharmacists are by far too 
busy working for the A. Ph. A. convention to read about the 
exposition. Fully one hundred of the local fraternity are now 
directly interested in the work. The general committee, sub- 
committees and special committees hold regular and called. 
meetings until it looks as if no one was left to fill prescrip- 
tions. Not only the retailers but wholesalers, manufacturers, 
physicians, scientific workers and all who are in any way con- 
nected with pharmacy are represented in the various com- 
mittees. 

AN A. PH. A. BRANCH POST OFFICE. 


Among the developments of the last few days is the prom- 
ise of Postmaster F. W. Baumhoff to estabiish a sub-station 
post office at the Southern Hotel during the convention. The 
office will transact all of the ordinary business of a sub-sta- 
tion, and thus enable the delegates to buy stamps, register 
letters, purchase money orders and consult the Postal Guide 
without leaving the hotel. By the way, the Custom House 
and Post Office is one of the most interesting public buildings 
to visit. It is but seven blocks distant from the Southern 
Hotel. 

The Union Trust Building Observatory, located six blocks 
from the convention headquarters, gives a fine view of the 
city. The company has just agreed to honor a coupon for ad- 
mission to the observatory. 


DRUGGISTS FROM CHICAGO SUBURB WILL HELP. 


The East St. Louis pharmacists are also active and pro- 
pose to show the delegates some of the many interesting 
things in and around that city. The local secretary named: 
Thomas Knoebel as chairman of the committee. This well- 
known pharmacist has selected as associates H. F. Bader, A. 
G. Schlueter, G. G. Heller, A. O. Kring, W. B. Harris, Robert 
Traubel, M. Sondag and C. I. Merker. This is a good work- 
ing force. 


THE LADIES HAVE SOMETHING UP THEIR SLEEVE. 


There is but one thing which distracts the attention of the 
St. Louis druggists, and that is the action of the local ladies. 
Some weeks ago they held a meeting and called upon the local 
committee for a goodly supply of the sinews of war. Having 
received assurance of the desired financial support, they have 
since held their own council, or rather several councils, for 
they meet by day and meet by night. Their actions are quite 
mysterious, and inquisitive husbands are told to wait and see. 
The Twentieth Century Auction will be one of the “ occa- 
sions,” if we mistake not. One depot for merchandise has 
been established in North St. Louis at the residence of a prom- 
inent pharmacist and physician. Another is on Choteau ave- 
nue, where the car line turns a corner. Just what is con- 
tained in these boxes and bundles the men folks are not likely 
to ever know, for we are informed that the coupons for the 
auction admit only ladies. The gentlemen are expected to be 
solving the problems of ultra scientific pharmacy while the 
charming auctioneer is crying going, going, gone. In fact, the 
ladies have filled every convention hour with attractive enter- 
tainment for the visiting sisters. 

The ladies’ theatre party Thursday evening will be held 
at the Olympic Theatre, which is the finest in the city and 
located just across the street from the Southern Hotel. 

The ladies have engaged all of the parlor street cars for 
their trolley ride, and are now bringing pressure to bear on the 
president of the Rapid Transit Company to give up his private 
ear for the occasion. Whenever they do not see what they 
want they ask for it. 





| 





STE 





162 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
THE KNIGHTS OF THE ROAD 





Notes of the Travelers Caught on the Fly. 


Henry Beck, who looks after Dodge & Olcott’s interests 
‘in Chicago, was in the city recently, visiting friends. 


Cc. A. Van Buren, Connecticut representative of Lehn & 
‘Fink, has returned from a trip to the Catskills. 


H. Kauffholz, representative for Lehn & Fink, spent a week 
in this city recently, getting pointers for his ne:ct trip. 


E. Goodrich King is one of the latest additions to Lehn & 
Fink’s staff. He will attend to the Pennsylvania territory. 
Mr. King was formerly with Schieffelin & Co. 


Boston.—H. W. Thomas was in town recently. He was 
looking well and apparently having an easy time booming the 
fancy goods and sundries of F. R. Arnold & Co., of New York. 


This town got.a glimpse of L. M. Sessions a few days ago. 
He was looking after the loose ends for Fraser & Co., of New 
York. 


H. Heineman can stick when he wants an order. He was 
as persistent and winning as usual in his last trip, all of 
which increased the plaster trade of Rauer & Black, Chicago, 
Til. 


Rudolph ‘Wirth looks after the trade here and makes many 
ealls for E. Fougera & Co., of New York City. He forwards 
the firm many orders for their specialties. 


K. Guiterman does not come to this city often, but the 
trade was glad to see him. He travels for A. H. Frankel, of 
New York. 


Philadelphia.—Hance Brothers & White, of this city, have 
made a ten strike in securing the services of Dr. T. S. Askew 
to represent them in the South. Dr. Askew has been con- 
nected with the Emerson Drug Co. for a number of years and 
has always done good work for them. We have no doubt that 
he will be equally successful for his new and popular house, 
and bespeak a hearty welcome for him from our brother drug- 
gists in Virginia and the Carolinas. 


It’s a boy and will be known as Charlie Burk, Jr. It hap- 


‘pened August 25, and looks handsome, like its dad. The price 


of Vin Mariani will in consequence have to be raised. 


Chas. J. Biddle, of Thirty-fourth and Market streets, is an- 
other fortunate druggist who runs two homes. His summer 
residence is at Lavelette, N. J. 


W. H. F. Vandegrift, of Bridesburg, is spending part of the 
summer at his cottage at Point Pleasant, N. J. 


Phil. Donnell has returned from a delightful trip to Nova 
Scotia and gone to his summer home at Berwyn, Pa. Mr. 
Donnell is one of Smith, Kline & French Co.’s angels of com- 
merce and a leading member of the Bowling League. 


Charles M. Edwards’ arm has recovered from writers’ 
ramp, as the result of writing so many Pittsburg orders to 
‘his firm, Gilpin, Langdon & Co., of Baltimore, and he is now 
-at his home in this city. 


The cool weather is not the only pleasure we have enjoyed 
lately. Rudolph Wirth has been with us again, as Fougera 
& Co.’s order books will show. 


Stallman & Fulton, of New York, have opened a Philadel- 


phia office at 377 Bourse Building and placed A. B. Willson 
in charge. 


C. B. Nichols, of the house of David Green & Son, of New 
York, has gone to Baltimore for a short business trip. 


Mr. Saylor, of John Wyeth & Bro. of Philadelphia, has re- 
turned from a trip to New York. : 


Dr. J. J. Jones, of the Mellin’s Food Co., has returned from 
a business trip along the Jersey coast. 


Col. Jas. M. Whitaker has, with his family, adjourned 
for the summer to Beechwood Inn, at Jenkentown, Pa., but 
he continues to call on his trade regularly, and Smith, Kline 
& French Co. are richer in consequence. 


The Abbey Effervescent Salt Co. have Chas. G. Heilbrun 
here doing detail work among the retail druggists. 


F. B. Kilmer, of Johnson & Johnson, was here recently. He 
was accompanied by D. E. Bransome and was in consequence 
safe from being gold bricked. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


Cincinnati.—Jake Blitz, one of the best known men in the 
employ of Johnson & Johnson, was here this week booking 
orders. 

J. F. Christian and Frank Pike, two clever hustlers in the 
employ of Sharp & Dohme, called on the local jobbers this 
week. 

A commercial tourist who recently paid a visit to the Queen 
City was J. P. Rossiter, who represents Powers & Weightman, 
of Philadelphia. 


Col. Max Fuchs, who looks after the sale of sponges and 
chamois for the Stein-Vogeler Drug Company, is making a 
trip to the South. 


Peter R. Lance, who is referred to all over the country as 
the double of United States Senator Chauncey Depew, of 
New York, has been in this city during the past week. A fa- 
vorite joke of hotel clerks is to introduce Mr. Lance as the 
genial Senator. Mr. Lance travels for William R. Warner & 
Co., of Philadelphia. 


A clever commercial tourist who recently visited the city 
was Dick Johnson, who sells Merck’s chemicals in Ohio and 
surrounding country. 


Al. Schwartz, one of the best known hustlers on the road, 
who travels in the interest of Parke, Davis & Co., was in town 
this weehb 

Local jobbers received a call this week from Mr. St. Clair, 
who represents the progressive firm of Johnson & Johnson, 
plaster iuakers. 

G. ©. Healy, who works Ohio for Johnson & Johnson, has 
been enjoying a vacation spent at the national Capital, Old 
Point Comfort. New York, Albany and Buffalo. Mrs. Healy 
accompanied him. 


Chicago.—'l'. T. Brown, who has been representing F. R. 
Arnold for the last thirty years, is securing a big bunch of 
orders from the Chicago trade. His headquarters are at the 
Palmer House. j 


A. E. Remick, manager of the Chicago office of William R. 
Warner & Co., left his desk about August 1 to commune with 
nature and is back claiming to have been much benefited by 
the communion. 


Lee Downing and J. A. Schall have been added to the travel- 
ing force of Johnson & Johnson. Mr. Downing visits the trade 
in Michigan and Mr. Schall travels through Nebraska. Mr. 
Schall was formerly with the Richardson Drug Company. 


George W. St. Clair, who travels through the West in the 
interests of Johnson & Johnson, is back from a visit to the 
factory at New Brunswick. On the way home he stopped at 
Buffalo and saw the Pan-American Exposition; at least, the 
Midway part of it. 


George A. Showers, who was with Morrisson, Plummer & 
Co. for years, is making a trip along the Pacific Coast. He 
has written back that “ every puff is a pleasure” out there. 


A. W. Smith, Western agent for the Goodyear Rubber Co., 
has gene to California on a trip. 


There is a dearth of expense accounts at Searle & Her- 
erth’s at this writing, for almost all the knights of the road 
whose headquarters are at that factory are catching fish in- 
stead of orders. 'They are getting lots of material for stories, 
but say they don’t intend to pay any attention to business un- 
til the vacation season is over. 


John F. Matthes, Western manager for the Whitall-Tatum 
Co., who was seriously sick for a time, has entirely recovered 
and is once more doing business at the old stand. 


W. Howard Ogborn, general drug broker and hustler from 
Cincinnati, was a caller at the Chicago office of the AMERICAN 
Druceist this week. Mr. Ogborn is rated in Dun and Brad- 
street’s as a 33 degree good fellow. On the back of his busi- 
ness card he has the following: 


“ The man who fails is the man who quails 
When he sees Dame Trouble appear. 
And fooiishly frets and weakly lets 
Her lead him around by the ear. 


The man who wins kicks Fate on the shins 
Whenever she gets in his way— 

Flivgs Woe from the track and never turns back 
To hear what she has to say.” 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots, 
“he quality of gocds frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 

New York, September 7, 1901. 
HE fortnight under review closes the vacation season 
: and business is rapidly resuming its normal condi- 
tions. The orders from out-of-town houses are coming 
to hand with increased frequency, and there have been 
during the fortnight a good many out-of-town jobbers 
in the city, whose want lists have furnished a welcome ad- 
dition to the bulk of business transacted. Throughout 
the entire line of drugs, however, the demands have been 
almost exclusively of a jobbing character, and there have 
been but few important fluctuations during the past two 
weeks. Quinine has taken a very marked downward 
course, and the speculative element which had at one time 
some hopes of seeing high priced quinine again seem 
doomed to disappointment. Opium continues to be very 
dull, and the probabilities are that the market will de- 
cline before any advance occurs. In the changes reported 
below in detail, the general tendency has been toward the 

lower range of prices. 
ADVANCED. 


Alcohol, grain, 
Menthol, 


DECLINED. 
Bismuth salts, 
Cinchonidine salts, 

Sugar of milk, Chloral hydrate, 
Sarsaparilla, Mexican, Cocaine muriate, 
Anise seed, Ergot, 
Thymol. Quinine, 

Rochelle salts, 

Siedlitz mixture, 

Spermaceti, 

Pink root, 

Valerian root, 

Caraway seed. 

DRUGS. 

Balsams.—Copaiba is in fairly satisfactory jobbing demand 
at 36c to 38e for Central America and 48c to 50c for Para. 
Tolu is unchanged at 27¢e to 29¢; Peru at $1.35 to $1.40 and 
Canada Fir at $2.80 to $2.85. 


‘ 


Buchu.—An active jobbing demand for short has sprung 
up but prices remain unchanged at 24¢ to 25¢ for yellowish and 
-6e to 28e for prime green. 


Cacao butter sold down slightly at the last auction sale in 
Amsterdam, but the decline was so small as not to affect the 
Views of local holders, who had really expected an advance. 
Spot quotations remain at 37¢ to 38¢ for bulk and 42c and 44c 
for cakes in 12-lb. boxes. 


Cannabis Indica is stiffer abroad, and for the fine quality 
55¢ to 60e is demanded. 


Caseara sagrada is quiet on the spot, but advices from San 
Francisco are to the effect that the market on the Coast is very 
strong at 4%¢c. 

Chamomile flowers are jobbing fairly at 21c to 25c for 


Roman, 23c to 25c for new German, and 15c to 17¢ for new 
Hungarian. 


Coca is inquired for, but the stocks are very light and no 
transactions of consequence are reported. 


Cocaine has declined, the reason assigned being active com- 
petition by manufacturers, and we now quote $5.50 to $5.75 
for bulk, and the market may be termed “ unsettled.” 


Cuttlefish bone is reported to be firmer in Trieste, the sea- 
son’s catch having been much below the average. So far, how- 
“ver, the local prices have not been affected, remaining un- 
changed at 21¢ to 22c for prime Trieste, 80c to 85 for jewel- 
lers’ large and 40¢ to 42¢ for small ones. 


Herbs.--The reimposition of duty upon sweet herbs has 
caused an advance of 3¢ per lb. all around, including thyme, 
sage, marjoram, etc. 


Ichthyol has been reduced to $3.50 in 25-Ib. lots, $3.60 in 
10-1b. lots and $3.75 in small quantities. 


Menthol has advanced and is quite firm at $4.75, spot stocks. 
being reported as somewhat light. 


Morphine continues steady at $1.85 to $1.95, but little in- 
terest is manifested in the drug. 


Nux Vomica is reported to be very scarce in the primary 
markets and is firmly held at 214c. 


Opium has remained dull and depressed throughout the- 
fortnight, the demand being of the smallest jobbing character, 
and while quotations have not been officially marked down, it 
is quite probable that the general quotation of $3.15 to $3.20 
could be shaded on a firm offer. 


Quinine.—The postponed auction sale of Java quinine held 
in Batavia just as we go to press resulted in somewhat of a 
surprise, the prices obtained being much better than had been 
anticipated, in view of the very marked reductions which have 
taken place during the past three weeks in European markets. 
That the holders were not thoroughly satisfied with the prices 
received, which were about 7 per cent. lower than at the last 
sale, was shown by the fact that about five-eighths of the qui- 
nine listed was withdrawn from sale. It is reported that the 
dids for America were all too low, and that none was pur- 
chased for American account. These reports had a tendency 
to strengthen the condition of Java quinine locally, which had 
shared in the general decline of the past two weeks. The pres- 
ent quotations may be put down as 28¢ for bulk and 27%e for 
German and 26%e for Java. 


Saffron.—The usual unfavorable crop reports as to the yield 
of saffron are coming to hand, but so far they have not af- 
fected the local prices, which remain at $6.75 to $7, though it 
is claimed that the stocks could not be replenished for less. 
than $6.90. 


Safrol is easier in tone and has declined to 38c to 40c. 


Salol has been reduced to $1.35 in bulk, $1.40 for 25-lb. lots 
aud $1.45 for smaller quantities, 


Senna is in fairly good demand, though all speculative in- 
terest is lacking. The ruling quotations are 10c¢ to 12¢ for: 
natural and 18e to 2ue for garbeled aud sifted Alexandria, and 
dc to 14e for Tinnevelly. 

Spermaceti is quiet but steady at 25¢ to 26e for block and 
26¢ and 26%4¢e for cake. 


Sugar of milk has been advanced to 138¢ to 14¢ in barrels 
and 14¢ to 15¢ in boxes for powdered. 


Thymol has advanced to $3.25 for prime quality, holders 
claiming that they are unable to replenish their stocks at cur- 
rent quotations. 


Tonka beans are very quiet, but holders claim that local 
stocks are light and are firm at 80¢ to 85e for prime Angostura 
and 50e to 52%ec surinam, and 30c to 32%ec for Para. 


Vanila Beans move fairly well into consumptive channels 
at unchanged prices of $8.00 to $13.50 for Mexican whole and 
$7.50 for cut. 'The Tahiti and Vanillons attract little attention, 
but Bourbons are well sustained at $4.75 to $7.50 as to quality. 


CHEMICALS. 
Acetate of lime has declined to 95¢ to $1.00 for brown, and 
$1.30 to $1.35 for gray. é 


Cream tartar is in fairly active jobbing demand at 20e, 
regardless of quantity. 


Bismuth salts have declined in sympathy with the lower 
price obtained for the parent metal, and we now quote $1.40 to- 
$1.45 for subnitrate and $1.55 to $1.60 for subgallate, and $1.65 
to $1.70 for subcarbonate. 

Bleaching powder is in scant supply and very firm at 2c 
to 2%c for English, 2c to 2\4%c for German, and 1% to 2¢ for 
Belgian. 

Brimstone is slightly easier in primary market, but quota- 
tions on the spot remain steady at $22.25 to $22.50 for seconds.. 
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Nitrate ot soda is slightly easier on the spot and offered at 


1.9114c, ex-vessel. 
ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Pennyroyal is easier under the influence of new crop ar- 
rivals, and quotations have been lowered to $1.20 to $1.30. 

Peppermint has advanced to $1.45 to $1.50 for Wayne 
County bulk, while H. G. H. is generally quoted at $1.75 to 
$1.80, though it is reported that $1.70 might still be accepted. 
The inquiry from abroad is active, and producers feel confi- 


dent of a marked advance. 


Sassafras is irregular in price, the holders failing to agree 


as to the probable course of the market, though some have re- 


duced quotations to 38e to 39e. 

Wintergreen.--The artificial has been advanced to 55c and 
60c., but the natural remains unchanged at our previous quo- 
tation of $1.35 to $1.40. 

GUMS. 


Camphor is still held at 5714c in bbls., and 58e in cases by 
domestic refiners. The market for crude is unsettled and 
higher prices are anticipated. 

Chicle is steady ai 34c to 35c for new and 36c to 37c for 
old, but no speculative transactions have come to light. Since 
the repeal of the stamp tax on chewing gum a number of small 
manufacturers have resumed operations, which has imparted 
a temporary briskness to the demand for the gum. 

Gamboge is firmer, and has been advanced to 45c., though 
this price can probably be shaded in some quarters. 

Guaiac.—Holders have advanced their quotations to 18c., 
and are very firm at this figure. 

Manna is in fair jobbing demand only at $1.20 to $1.25 for 
large fiakes, and 57c to 60c for small flakes, and 40c to 42c for 
sorts. 

Shellac.—There are continued reports of higher markets 
both in London and Calcutta, and much of the goods coming 
te hund is matted and blocked. As a consequence, free goods 


are very firm, and there has been a material advance in prices, 


which vow range from 18Sc to 19¢ for T, N., to 32¢ for D. C. 

Tragacanth has advanced in the primary markets, and in 
London this advance has been very material. On the spot 
prices are unchanged but very firm at 64¢ to 68c for firsts, and 
45e to GOec for second grades. 


ROOTS, 

Golden Seal has declined to 55c and 57e locally, but coun- 
try holders are reported to maintain their views very stiffly. 

Licorice has declined to 13c for Russian peeled and cut, 
hut there has been no change in the other lines. 

Sarsaparilla, Mexican, is firmly held at 74c to 714c, and 
crop supply is said to very light. 

Senega covtinues fairly firm at 39c and 40c for Western, 


and sales are reported at that figure. 


Serpentaria.—The demand is very light, and while the lo- 
cal supply is not heavy, prices show some indication of weak- 
ness, as low as 42c having been quoted. 

SEEDS. 

Canary.—Smyrna has been marked up to:2\4c to 2c, ow- 
ing largely to scarcity of spot stock. 

Celery is very firm, and under the influence of short crops 
in Central Europe prices show an upward tendency. 





Exhibit of Sponges. 

The Smith, Kline & French Co., of Philadelphia, have ar- 
ranged to exhibit a line of their fine Mandruka sponges at 
the Broadway Central Hotel, in this city, from September 16 
to 20, and from 9 a.m. to9%9p.m.. The exhibit will be in rooms 
430, 431, 432 and 433. and wil! be under the personal charge of 
Mr. Hart. 





Absorbed by the Welch Grape Juice Co. 


The Welch Grape Juice Co. have bought out the second larg- 
est concern in the business—the Snow Grape Juice Co., of 
Penn Yan, N. Y. J. W. Badger, the sole owner and proprietor 
of the Snow Co., will take a responsible position with the 
Welch Co. All grapes used will be Chautauqua Concords, 
pressed in the enlarged and improved Westfield, N. Y., fac- 
tory, and all Grape Juice will be sold as Welch’s. In buying 
Grape Juice it is important to take quality and advertising 
into consideration. Welch's is preferred by connoisseurs. 


HINTS TO BUYERS. 


A solvent that is said to be rapidly taking the place 
of alcohol, which it is claimed to equal in every respect for 
all purposes except that of internal use, is Columbian Spirit, 
the sole manufacturers of which are the Manhattan Spirit 
Co., Buffalo, N. Y. When you write for prices state where 
you saw this notice. 


Stallman & Fulton, of this city, have been made agents 
of the Casein Company of America for the exclusive sale of 
its sugar of milk in all countries but the United States and 
Canada. The house will continue to have the exclusive sale 
in the two last named countries for the product sold under 
the National brand. 


An article that retails readily for a dollar, that yields a 
good profit, and that the druggist need have no difficulty in 
selling is the No. 1900. Champagne Tap, manufactured by the 
C. T. Williamson Wire Novelty Co. The tap is air tight and 
simple in construction. It is popular in the sick room, being 
easily cleaned and non-breakable. Send for prices, stating 
where you saw advertisement. 


A sample order of any of the new drugs that Fries Bros., 
manufacturing chemists, of No. 92 Reade street, New York, 
Lumber among their specialties will be sent postpaid upon 
receipt of the price. This house is a most progressive one 
and it will pay pharmacists generally to keep in touch with 
them and their methods. Write for particulars and be sure 
to mention this journal. 


The Essex Cork Works, manufacturers of fine prescription 
corks, 42 Barbara Street, Newark, N. J., send us samples of 
their Eagle Brand Prescription Corks No. 4, in extra long X, 
XX and XXX qualities. The quality and workmanship of 
these corks impress us favorably, and the prices quoted are 
reasonable. Readers of THE AMERICAN DRUGGIST can obtain 
assorted samples of these prescription corks on request to the 
address given. 


Do you care to please your lady customers and at the same 
time swell, your bank account? The Chattanooga Medicine 
Co., of Chattanooga, Tenn., says you can do both by selling 
Wine of Cardui, and its cash figures, quoted in the advertise- 
ment, are worthy of perusal. Send for the house’s assortment 
of attractive advertising matter, mentioning the AMERICAN 
DRvuGGIST at the same time. 


Considering the fact that the indestructible steel wire 
chairs, table and soda fountain stools manufactured by the 
Chicago Wire Chair Co., of No. 180 Illinois street, Chicago, 
last a whole lifetime without repairs, the small first cost 
is surprising. It will pay you to write for prices, mentioning 
this journal, for there is no doubt that they help to make 
your place attractive and draw trade. 


If your goods live up to the reputation of the Traho win- 
dow strips and you change the strips occasionally, there is 
very little doubt that they will prove great trade inducers. 
R. H. Lackey, Station 12 Philadelphia, sells them at the rate 
of $1.00 a hundred, and in the list of original, bright per- 
suaders comes everything there should be in a drug store. 
Mention the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


There are druggists who do not keep Meredith’s Diamond 
Club and other brands of whiskeys on their shelves, but that 
must be either because they are just starting in or do not 
know their value. These whiskeys are sold by all the whole- 
sale drug houses, and their purity and medicinal virtues are 
well known. Send for catalogue, mentioning this paper, to 
G. W. Meredith & Co., East Liverpool, O. 


The only American champagne that received 9 gold medal 
at the Paris Exposition was the Great Western, the sule 
makers of which are the Pleasant Valley Wine Co., Rheims, 
N. Y. This champagne is sold by all reputable wine deulers, 
and its purity, flavor and bouquet, as well as its price, should 
convince druggists that it ought to find a place on 
shelves. Mention this paper when you write. 


The season has not yet passed in which Hoo ited 
soap for the bath and Hood’s tooth powder to eclcu. se and 
sweeten the mouth prove cooling and refreshing. Pharma- 
cists may be sure of a good profit on these articles and espe- 
cially on the mammoth size of the tooth powder. If you want 
sainples or booklets with your card thereon free, write to the 
C. I. Hood Co., Lowell, Mass. Tell where you saw this notice. 


Only those who have had experience with poor corks in 
their dispensing work know the satisfaction t) be found in 
always using corks of high grade. It relieves the pharmacist 
of all fear of dissatisfied customers or unnecessary com- 
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plaints. The machine cut corks made by Justus Brauer & 
Son, of No. 248 North Front street, Philadelphia, invariably 
give satisfaction. The house was established in 1865. Men- 
tion this paper when writing. 


There are some wine dealers the purity of whose product 
is such that they appeal to and secure the trade of the drug- 
gist once these facts become known. Included among these 
are the Duroy & Haines Co., of Sandusky, Ohio. The Duroy 
wines are held to be ripe and old when shipped, they have 
a characteristic flavor and bouquet unlike any other and will 
not precipitate. Write for samples, which will be sent free. 
Mention this paper. 


Victor Koechl & Co., of New York, are the sole agents for 
Sidonal, which is claimed to be chemically and scientifically 
the most reliable remedy for acute attacks of gout, as well 
as all other troubles resulting from a uric acid diathesis. 
Odorless bases for ointments that meet with favor are Lano- 
lin and Adeps Lanae, while the Lanolin toilet specialties are 
recommended as attractive and salable goods. Mention this 
paper. 





“Omega” Infringers. 

The following circular has been sent out to the wholesale 
trade by the Omega Chemical Co., of New York: 
To the Jobbing Trade: 

Judge Blanchard, of the Supreme Court, has granted a 
permanent injunction against the Alpha Soap Co., of New 
York, restraining it from in any manner using the words 
“Omega Oil” or the word ** Omega” as a designation of any 
soap or other product manufactured, sold or dealt in by that 
concern. 

The local jobbing trade rendered us valuable co-operation 
in maintaining our rights, and for this assistance we,are deep- 
ly obliged. 

We take it that our action in strictly confining our sales to 
the bona-fide jobbers of the coutury is appreciated by them. 

Omega Oil is growing into a pretty big proposition. Imi- 
tators and counterfeiters are increasing. 

A few days ago we landed a Philadelphia man in jail for 
putting up and selling what he called ‘“‘ Onega Oil.” You will 
notice that he changed only one letter in our trade name. His 
“oil” was kerosene colored green. 





W. J. Bush & Co.’s Essential Oils. 


In issuing their September Price List, which contains a 
full list and prices and particulars of the essences, essential 
oils, etc., W. J. Bush & Co., Incorporated, New York, call at- 
tention to the fact that they have recently completed the in- 
stallation of a fully equipped plant at their new factory at 
Linden, N. J., for the manufacture of their well-known special- 
ties, where they will have at their command the accumulated 
experience gained during the last fifty years in their European 
factories at London and Mitcham, England; Messina, Sicily, 
and Grasse, France. This important development of their 
business gives the firm many manufacturing advantages, en- 
abling them to revise the prices of most of their products, and 
they request that patrons will keep their list on file, writing 
for samples and special quotations for any items that may be 
required. : 





A New Department. 

Lehn & Fink, of New York, the wholesale druggists and 
manufacturing chemists, have recently inaugurated a sundries 
department. The plans for its operation are conceived and 
executed in accordance with their established standard. Par- 
ticular attention is being given to high-grade goods. Among 
the specialties that are at present attracting an uncommonly 
wide circle of popular attention, one of the most interesting and 
useful is ‘‘ The Holdfast,’’ a rubber shower-bath spray that stays 
on. It is adjustable to any style of faucet and so constructed 
that the pressure of the water only tightens its grip. Write 
them for illustrated descriptive circular, mentioning the 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 





California Fig Syrup Co, Enlarge Their Plant. 


R. E. Queen, general manager of the California Fig 
Syrup Co., bas returned to this country after a year spent in 
Europe extending the business of the company abroad. 

Since his arrival he has placed contracts for the erection of 
hew buildings in connection with the company’s Louisville 
tanufactory which will enable them to promptly supply the 
immense and constantly increasing demand for Syrup of Figs. 
The capacity of the plant will be doubled, and they will be 
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enabled to turn out an average of 300 gross every day in the 
year. 

In fact, with the additions made to the present buildings, 
which are to be completed before the end of the year, the com- 
pany claim it will have one of the largest, if not the largest 
establishment in the world devoted to the manufacture of a 
single remedy. 





Soda Water and the Liquid Carbonic Acid Mfg. Co. 


In the AMERICAN DruaGaist for August 12 we published a 
picture of The Liquid’s” new plant at Central avenue and 
Second street, Cincinnati, O., and the error was made in the 

a article of referring 
to this building as 
the main office of 
the Liquid Carbonic 
Acid Mfg. Co. We 
are pleased this 
month to show the 
main offices and 
salesrooms of this 
house at Franklin 
and Illinois streets, 
Chicago. 

The present sea- 
son has shown a 
most wonderful in- 
crease in the num- 
ber of soda _ foun- 
tains throughout 
the country. Soda 
water business 
without doubt has 
come to stay, and 
great advances are 
being made in the methods of serving from time to time. This 
is but natural when we stop to think of the correspondingly 
large amount of liquids required to maintain the proper poise 
of the human body. People are bound to drink and they will 
patronize those places which cater to their needs in the most 
acceptable manner. There is no more refreshing thing on a 
hot day than a glass of properly drawn soda water, provided 
the best materials are used in its make-up. 

When the Liquid Carbonic Acid Mfg. Co. placed their line 
of “ Liquid Fruits” at the disposal of the dispenser they did 
much to increase the demand for this most delectable beverage. 
It is asserted of “ Liquid Fruits” that they are the purest and 
best syrups oftered to the soda water dispenser. They are 
made in sixteen varieties and put up in the most acceptable 
shape at prices which defy competition. 

The advertising of the Liquid Carbonic Acid Mfg. Co. is 
designed to acquaint the dispenser with the different products 
of this company and to show him wherein he will be benefited 
by the adoption of the entire line of goods offered by ‘The 
Liquid ’” Company. 

This house also market a line of unequaled concentrated 
fountain syrups, concentrated phosphate syrups, ready made 
fruit syrups, and fine crushed fruits for the fountain trade. 

Hot weather is liable to continue for some weeks, and it 
behooves the provident dispenser to keep his fountain supplied 
with syrups and fruits at this season of the year. It is a seri- 
ous mistake to allow your fountain to fizzle out about the first 
of October. Much profitable business can be done throughout’ 
the United States after that date, provided sufficient attention 
is paid to the soda fountain. 

Reference to the full page advertisement of ‘ The Liquid ” 
Company in this issue will serve as a reminder. Write, wire 
or ’phone your order to the nearest branch for sudden service. 

We are informed by “ The Liquid” people that they are 
now building some of the handsomest onyx fountains ever 
put upon the market, and we hope to have reproductions of 
the same to show to our readers in these pages in the near 
future. 








Great Train Under New Name. 


When the Southern Railway announces its winter sched- 
ule, its widely known and popular Florida train service be- 
tween New York and St. Augustine, its famous New York 
and Florida Limited, will have a new name. It will be called 
the Southern Palm Limited, and in spite of the elegance, lux- 
ury and comfort afforded heretofore it will be demonstrated 
that the limit was not reached. The Pullman Company is 
building entirely new equipment for the train, the perfection 
of which in completeness of appointment and beauty,.it is 
promised, will surpass anything that has ever been attempted 
in passenger car construction. 
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166 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


PARKE, DAVIS & CO’S EXTENSIVE LABORA- 
TORIES AT DETROIT. 


All things journey, we go with them.—George Eliot. 


In the great establishment, illustrated in the accompany- 
ing half-tone cut, things are constantly “on the move.” The 
buildings that give shelter to the industry are also expanding 
and multiplying, and at such a rapid rate that it has become 
necessary even to “ make ground” to hold them. 

The plant occupies four city blocks and fronts directly 
upon the Detroit River. The ornamental structure in the 
center of the main block is the general office building of the 
company. It contains the order and shipping department, on 
the first floor; the offices of the general manager, the treasurer, 
the department of traveling service, the financial department, 
the purchasing department and the reception room on the 
second floor; the correspondence and literary departments are 
on the third floor, and the publication and advertising de- 
partments on the fourth. 

Stretching away from either side of the office building, and 
extending entirely around the four sides of the block, are the 
main laboratory buildings. These are occupied at present 
by the biological and analytical departments, which will soon 
be transferred to their new quarters in the handsome fire 
proof building shown in the foreground of the picture; the 
tablet and pill departments; the general pharmaceutical and 
bulk stock departments; the drug and chemical department; 
the employes’ library and reading room; the finishing depart- 
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feature in manufacturing pharmacy, but is thor . 
acteristic of the progressive house pe Parke, reg a ag 

A photograph of the plant may be seen at the New York 
office of the company, 90 Maiden lane, where visitors are 
always accorded a hearty welcome. 





Patent Medicine Dance Abandoned. 


The “patent medicine” fancy dress ball that was to have 
been given by Mrs. Oliver H. P. Belmont at Newport, R. I., and 
which received editorial mention in a recent issue, has been 
abandoned. When the society leaders found their mail filled 
with offers varying from a costume embroidered with roots 
from which a famous vegetable compound is extracted, and 
a wig hung with sugar-coated pellets to a lump sum in cold 
cash, if they would only consent to represent “our standard 
remedy,” the awful significance of the commercial side of the 
situation dawned upon all concerned. 





They Don’t Buy Postage Stamps. 


It is said that Mrs. Julia D. Grant and Mrs. Lucretia A. 
Garfield are the only ladies in the United States who have 
the franking privilege. A franked letter goes through the 
mails without postage, bearing their signature, either 
stamped or written upon the envelopes. All mail matter sent 
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ment; the box manufactory and departments for the manu- 
facture of granular effervescent salts, effervescent tablets, hy- 
podermatic tablets, etc. 

In the rear of the main laboratories is the immense new 
annex, erected only about two years ago and over 500 feet 
long. It is occupied by the fluid extract department, with 
its great crude drug lofts, milling room, percolating room 
and still room, through which hundreds of tons of roots, 
barks and leaves and many carloads of alcohol make their 
way every year, emerging as standardized fluid, solid and 
powdered extracts. The eastern half of the annex is de- 
voted to the work of the mechanical department, which em- 
braces a large and complete machine shop, a carpenter shop, 
an electric shop, and shops for tinsmiths, pattern makers and 
supplies. Adjoining the mechanical department is the chemi- 
eal manufacturing department, which is rapidly outgrowing 
its present quarters and will ere long require a large building 
of its own. The digestive ferment department, the printing 
and binding departments, complete the list of occupants of 
the annex. 

To the east of the annex are the vast twin stables of the 
biological department, where more than 5000 animals of all 
kinds are hygienically housed and fed. These animals, which 
range in size from mice to horses, are utilized in the testing 
of drugs and the preparation of serums, or antitoxins, and 
vaccines. 

The picture includes a prospective building, three stories 
high, which will be erected on a lot east of the main labora- 
tories and south of the stables, the plans for which have 
already been drawn. On newly made ground directly upon 
the river front, and in the immediate foreground of the pic- 
ture, is the science laboratory, now in course of erection, 
which is of modern fire proof construction throughout. This 
building will be devoted exclusiveiy to scientific research 
in the fields of inorganic and organic chemistry, biology and 
bacteriology, physiology and pharmacology. This is a unique 


by Mrs. Garfield and Mrs. Grant under their respective writ- 
ten autograph signatures, and all mail matter sent to these 
two women, will be carried free during their lives. No signa- 
ture or marks are necessary to the free carriage of mail mat- 
ter to either of these women, the address being sufficient. 
Mrs. Garfield has enjoyed the privilege since 1881, and Mrs. 
Grant since 1886. 4 





Antikamnia and Heroin Tablets, 


Druggists will no doubt have a brisk demand for this, the 
Antikamnia Chemical Company’s new preparation. These 
tablets are marketed in ounce packages only, uniform in style 
and price with their other preparations, and each tablet bears 
a copyright monogram “Hak.” Jobbers everywhere are 
stocked ready to supply any demand and we would advise 
wide-awake, up-to-date druggists to include an ounce in their 
next order, so as to be in a position to-fill the first calls for this 
remedy, and please not only their customers but their doctor 
friends as well. See the Antikamnia Chemical Company’s new 
advertisement in this issue. 





An American Woman Opens a Pharmacy in Paris. 


A eable dispatch to the New York “ World” states that 
Imogen Wallack, an American woman, who had studied in 
Paris for a year and passed the examination for a pharmacist, 
has just opened a big drug store, which is widely advertised as 
the only pharmacy in the world managed by a woman. [This 
is, of course, not according to the facts, there being a number 
of pharmacies in the United States under the management of 
women.] The establishment is sumptuously installed in mod- 
ern style with gay furnishings. Six male assistants are kept 
busy, Miss Wallack having met with instantaneous success. 














